DOCOBSKZ 2SSnHS 



124 490 



95 



SO 009 240 



TITLE 

IHSTITOTION 
EEP03T SO 
P03 BATE 
HOTS 



2DES PFICE 
D2SCPIPT0BS 



BaxendseH/ Bobert D. ^ Coap. ; And Others 
Inerican Bevolutioa: Selections from Secondary School 
History Books of Other Nations. 
Office of Education (BEER) ^ Washington^ B.C. 
(OE) 75-19124 
76 
97p. 

Superintendent of BocunentS/ U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Hashington, B*C. 2C402 (Stock No. 
017-080-01550-1, $2.25) 

KF--$0.83 HC-54.67 Plus Postage. 
Colonial Kis£ory (Onited States) ; Colonialism; 
*CoBparativ6 Analysis; Comparative Education; 
^Foreign Countries; Foreign Belatibns; Geography; 
^History Textbooks; International Education; 
Political Science; Beligion; Bevolution; 
^Revolutionary War (Onited States) ; Secondary 
Education; Social Studies; Textbook Bias; *Textbook 
Content; Onited States History 

A BS TP ACT 

Selections froa the recent history texts of 13 
foreign countries are contained in this docuaent as an effort to 
gather the curricular perceptions of other countries about key events 
or periods in Aserican history related to the U.S. Eevolutionary War. 

"zh^ eogpi l & ti ^n^^pro^rider& Afte sr i car n s ec ! :e aciiers slLl i ^ 

contemporary source material not otherwise readily available for 
teaching about the American Bevolution, especially during the period 
of the bicentennial celebration. The collection is useful to teachers 
interested in inquiry learning, a comparative approach to history, or 
international understanding. Each entry represents the treatment of 
the subject in the textbooks of the country. Selections are from 
France, West Gernany, Argentina, Hexico, Canada, Ghana, Egypt, 
Israel, Japan, People's Bepublic of China, India, Great Britr,-=n, and 
the O.S. S.B. Each selection is translated into English and identifies 
source and grade level it is written for. Compilers' interpretations 
of the selection are limited and factual errors are not corrected. 
(Author/HD) 



* Bocuments acquired by ESIC include many informal unpublished * 

* materials not available from other sources. EfilC makes every effort * 

* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal * 

* reproducibility are often encountered and this affectis the quality * 

* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions EEIC makes available * 

* via the EEIC Document Beproduction Service (EDES) . EDBS is not "* 

* responsible for the Quality of the original docuaent. Eeproductions * 

* supplied by EDBS are the best that can be made from the original. * 



Th 



e 



American Revolution 

Selections From Secondary 
School History Books 
of Other Nations 



EOUCATlOM 4 WCt^AtC 
NATtONALSNSmVTCOF 
EDUCATION 

\M OOCOV.ENT >4AS «EEW «EMO- 
OUCEO EXACTLY AS AECEtvEO r«OAA 
The rEtlSON 09. C&GANf ZA7»ON OKt&lM- 
ATJMCsT POiNTSO^ VIEW O^i OPINIONS 
STATED £X> NOT «CCESSA«itr AE^^E- 
SENT 0»^*^lCIAL NATIONAL I'rtTlTOTE 
EDUCATION POSITION OB POCICV 



Argentina 
Canada 
China, People's Republic of 
Eji.vpt. Arab Republic of 
France 

Germany, Fcdeml Republic of 
Ghana 
Great IlHcnin 
India 
Israel 
Japan 
Nfcxico 



Compilers 
Robert D, Earcndsen 
Charles C. Hauch 
Seymour M.RoKen 
Raymond E. Wanner 
lJureau of Postsecondary Education 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. AND WELFARE 
David Mathews. Secretary 
Viririnia Y. Trotter. Assistant Secretary for Education 
Office of Education 
T. H, Bell. Commissioner 
Robert Lee.stma, Associate Commimoner for Instititiional 
Df vvlopmciit ami I utcrnational Eilif cation 



V 



The views expres^d in the foreign texts included in this 
compilation are solely those of their respective authors, and 
should not be construed as representing the vicwis-or 
reflecting the opinions, position, or policy-of the U,S. 
Government, nor should any official endorsement by the 
IJ.^. £Snvufnment ba inferred, . 



us, GOVERNMFNT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON: 1976 



For »ate hy the Sup«nn*en<!«nt of iJocument^, VS- Government VnnUufS Office 
WwhtnKCon, 0,a 204Cri Price 12,25 
Stock No- Ol7-OaO-OI550«I 



FOREWORD 



The hmh ilie American Republic was indeed a -dioj heard round ihe world/' Not 
unly was it of major inicrnalionai sipiificance ai ihe lime, bur it remains an event of 
^"Mf<iintiing inicyest and intluenc^ in the coritempoiar> world, h therefore nol surprismit 
that Ihe .\inerican Kevoluiior. is included in the curriculum of ihc sclioi>! sy stems of mosl 
nations. 

Tfiis set of selections from the history texts of 13 of tliec? nUxons u not tlic first nor 
v.ill it be the Jasl effon by educators to gather the curricular perceptions of other 
countries about key events or periods in American history. Indeed, as ilie appendix 
reveals, the Office of Education published its first report more llian 80 years ago on Iiow 
the American Revolutionary War was taught in tlie schools of other nations. The 
particular merit of the present compilation is that it provides American teachers with 
valuable contemporary source material not otherwise readily available for teaching about 
the American Revolution, especially during the period of the Bicentennial Celebration. 
Teachers interested in inquir>' learning, a comparative ^spprjach to history, and/or 
international understanding can utilize the collection in a variety of ways to help students 
develop their analytical skills and broaden their understanding of American history and of 
factors wliich contribute to intercullura! communication. 

No special effort uas made to select entries that emphasized similarities or differences 
with prevaihng American perspectives on Mie Revolution. We simpiv sought selections 
reprcseiitat ive «»friie treatment accorded ilie subject in the textbooks of a numbei^^ 



important nations around the world. Wliile the various accounts reflect a range o( views, 
li is interesting to note that taken as a whole the similarities far outweigh the differences 
when compared with American perceptions. This is probably because of the fairly 
widespread consensus among historians on many of the facts and interpretations 
concerning the American Revolution. Such convergences of opinion would seem less 
likelv on various other events or periods. 

While the material has general interest value in itself, achievement of its full 
educational potential is dependent upon how teachers utilize the ^-anous sejections not 
only to deepen students' understandinp, of the American Revolution through the insiglits 
revealed by comparative perspectives, but also to develop their ability to think critically 
about history and communication, process and product. For example, teachers can use 
som." of the selections lo introduce students to such matters as how ideology and 
n jtionahsm can be involved in the treatment of one country's history by the textbook 
writers of another. Other parts of the material can be used to help show how a country's 
own nationbuilding experience may tend to shape its^perceptions of the development of 
othei countries. The material is also of value to those interested in the images of America 
abroad and how the school systems of other countries help slupe those views. 

Such a collection as this naturally raises a question about the other side of the 
Ciiin how adequately do American textbooks and other educational materials represent 
key events or periods in the history of other nations? There is much fertile ground here 
for continuing collaboration between educators and historians that remains largely 
uncultivated. 
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To hdp cxplere need ^nd slimubtc intcrc^l in ihc $iuJ> of how aJequatelv American 
educational niatenals currently in use represent other cijuniries. the U,S. Office of 
Education fias j^tippurted sumc smal! but important demonstration projects in the past 
few years. One is concerned with the nature and adequacy of the treatment of Japan and 
another of Egypt m American schuolbooks. primarily at the secondary level. The others 
are concerned wilfi the films and filnislrips about Japan and about Egypt available for 
educational use in the Uni!ed Slates. The two projects concerned with Japan are 
completed: those dealing with Egypt are in process. 

Clearlv, much more needs to be done in developing educational materials wiiich 
inctuporale ifie important dimensiuiiii inherent in the comparative approadi. The basic 
importance of the task tu tlic total educalionai enlerpnse is such that il merits a higlier 
pnorit> on the Naiiun's research and development agenda and should not be dependent 
upon Fedeial funds. Tiieie is much loom foi initiative here b\ enterprising scholars and 
publishers. 

There are also needs and opportunities foi coo|wration between and among nations on 
a bilateral, ireponal. or mternalional basis. An excellent example of a bilateral effort is the 
joint projtjct on mutual understanding between tlie United Stales and Japan which is 
bcmg carried out under the auspices of CUIXON, the special United Stales-Japan Joint 
Committee on Cultural and Educational Cooperation. Under the sponsorship of 
CULCOxN. and with the cooperation of the Japanese Ministry of Education, the U.S. 
Office of Education, and 4he East-West Center, a team of Japanese educators and scholars 
and a team of American educators and scholars are working separately and together to 
increase mutual understanding between the United States and Japan ihrougli the 
improvement of curriculum materials and methods in elementary and secondary 
education in both countries. The chairman ot the U-S. Education Sub-Committee is Dr. A. 
Craig Philhps. Supermlendent of Public Instruction of the State of Korlh Carolina. The 
chairman of the Japanese Education Sub-Committee is Dr. Isao Amagr, Special Advisor to 
the Minister of Education of Japan. 

Examples of regional and international collaboration on related matters would include 
the project of the Organization of American States entitled "Can Man Transcend His 
Culture?", the Associated Schools Project of UNESCO, and the development of the 
International Baccalaureate. 

A word about the ori£?n and present scope of this volume is m order. A few years ago 
the international staff of the U.S. Office of Education looked ahead at various 
possibilities for program contributions to the Bicentennial Celebration. Dr. Robert 
Barendscn of the Comparative Education staff put forward the idea of compiling 
selections from the textbooks of other nations on the subject of the American 
Revolution. Within the constraints of time and funds available. Dr. Barendscn and his 
colleagues listed on the title page made all the arrangements for gathering, selecting, and 
translating the current materials. These tasks were shepherded throughout by Dr. 
Barendsen and special credit is due him for his unflagging persistence in seeing this part of 
the work through to completion. 
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Tlie vef> inienrsfin^ materia! in tht appendix was htougln io light at a later stage by 
the genera! editor «i tliis compilation. Helen Wipnid. in the course of helpmg prepare 
another publication to be made available during the period of the Bicentennial 
Celebration. TJm volume reproduce selections from tfie rich ahay of hisiorica! 
Information on various facets of international education in the last third of the I9th 
century from the founding of the LIS. Office of Education in 1867 to JOOO-which are 
contained in the annual reports of the U.S. dimmissioners of Education durmg tliat 
period- 

The cliapter printed in the appendix is drawn from the **Repoit of :Iie Commissioner 
«>f Education for the Year 1 894.95*' and contains extracts from 24 books of Englisli 
hisiury^ used at that lime in the elemental schools of "other Englisfi-spcakins peoples, 
especially in Great Britain." Its inclusion in this volume in advance of the puWication of 
the other pre4900 material adds a dimension of special historical interest and value to 
the comparative potential inherent in the initial undertaking. As the reader oY the 
appendix wiU find, the early consensus on fact and interpretation, the general congruence 
with most preseni-day perceptions, and the essential fair-mindedness of the treatment all 
come througlt clearly, 

Tne brief comments on this materia! given by Commissioner VV. T. [farris in the 
inf roductiun to ihat Annual Report 80 vears ago of sulficicnt interest toinent quotation, 

ENGLISH TEXT-BOOKS ON THE AMERICAN REVOLUTiON. 



QiapJcr XLIV cf Pari H deals with English methods of teaching the history of the 
American Rcvt^tutionary war. and was prepared in accord with the su^gc5lions of :hc 

Hon. Samuel Plimsoll late member of Parliament He believes that rnuch ill feeling 

toyx^id Endand has been engendered by the tcachin^is of the school histories of the 
VvAh'd States- Teachers of our national history in our sdiools will compare with interest 
the extracu from En^ish text-books here given with the corresponding passages an our 
own icxt-hooki. 



Tlie comparative approach recommended in the last sentence remains valid today. 

Here, then, is a baker's dozen of examples of how current lexiooks in other nations 
view the American Revolution, together with examples from a related collection 
published by tlie OfRcc of Education a few years before the turn of the century. Making 
these international resources available to American educators in this convenient and 
inexpensivic form is a VS, Office of Education contribution to the Bicentennial 
Celebration which the internaJional program of USOE is pleased to present. 

Robert Leestma 
Associate Commissioner for 
InstinaioKal Development and 
January 1 976, International h'ducation 
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PREFACE 



For Amcncans renectim. on the significance of tiic American Revolution durin" the 
Bicenlenniai cinmenioration. it can be boiii ..iteresting and instructive lo consider iiow 
the Revolution is newed by other peoples. One proniuing approach is to examine the 
way the Revolution is treated in history books in the secondary schools of other nations 

Texts at the secondary rather than the liiglier education level were chosen because 
secondary schiwls reach a much larger proportion of the population than do higi.er 
educational institutions, and because secondary schools within a given country usually 
present a mt-re nearly standardized version of historical subject matter than is found in 
llie more sophisticated and disparate materials used in colleges and universities While 
resources were not available to undertake a comprehensive survey of the relevant material 
used in secondary schools in all nations, selections were compiled from 13 nations 
including at least one leading country from each of the principal regions of the world' 
niese selections were taken from history bo..ks that are widely used in their countries of 
orisin. 



kacl. selection is identified as to source and grad^ level, and is rendered in English 
translation when, as in most instances, the original is in another language The 
presentation format follows that of the original as closelv as feasible, with the pattern of 
headings. and the original paragraphing retained. In the few instancec in which 
reproduction of illustrations, maps, and diagrams in the original selection was practical 
and the substance sufficiently important, such material has been reproduced. All other 
graphics are represented in blue print, with tlie nature of the material indicated in 
boldface, and the caption and any additional commentary accompanying the item in the 
original rendered in italics. In order to preserve, insofar as practicable, not only a 
selection s original format but also its style, the translated material has not been polished 
into smoother forms of expression in English. Also, so that the texts may speak for 
themselves without undue interruption, compilers' notes and interpolations have been 
limited to the bare minimum necessary for clarity, and no attempt has been made to 
point out or correct factual error.«! in the selections. 

In translated selections, extensive quotations from an American document (e.g., the 
Declaration of Independence) have been copied directly from the original 
English-language document to avoid the altered wording that sometimes emerges when a 
historical document is translated into a foreign language and then subsequently rendered 
back into the original language by a different translator. 

Most of the selections cover events outside a narrowly defined time frame for the 
Revolutionary War (i.e.. events that occurred before or after the period from the outset 
of the war in 1775 to the Peace Treaty of 1783). The reast^n for this is usually to be 
lound III the original presentation from which the selection was drawn. In many 
instances, the section of the original source tliat was relevant for the purposes of this 
project covered not only the important events of the 1760'sand early 1770's that are 
essential to understanding the more immediate causes of the confiict. but also some 
background material summarizing the development of colonization in North America 
tf.ini the beginning of the 17th century. In addition, the relevant section usually carried 
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Uie narrative torward to cover the establisiiment of the Federal Government under the 
Constitution of 17S7, and in a few cases encompassed some aspects of the period up to 
and somewhat beyond 1 800. 

Readers of this collection particularly teachers and students may find it interesting 
to (1) compare the differing interpretations of the significance of the events'described; 
(2) note aspects that are included or omitted, emphasized or played down; (3) detect 
factual inaccur'icies, (4) identify the parts of a selection that reflect the special 
perspectives of the country in which it is used; and (5) use tiie tutorial questions at the 
end of some selections to compare their knowledge of this period of American history 
with that expected of foreign secondary school students. 

Finally, it sliould be noted that although the selection from each country is believed to 
be representative of the approach to the American Revolution in that country's 
secondary school history books, the selections as a group cannot properly be used in and 
of themselves as a basis for qualitative comparisons of secondary studies in the countries 
represented in the collection. 
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1. FRANCE - ^ 



The Formation of the United Smes^ 



In l''':'6 the fjiglish colonists i f Amenta revoUeii 
they n their vhkpuiduKc with the help oj Iranec 
and formed the Rcpubht of thi Vnited States, the 
first free state in the Xew World. 

• The uprising of the I 'nglish tulo/usts. 
• The French intervention. 



I The Uprising of the Englisli Ckdonists 



! . The Origins of the .Confh'ct 



hi (he aftermath of the Treaty uf Pans (1 763). the 
EngHsh Gcwernnient took several nicasiircs that 
greatly angered the American colonists, it forbade 
theni» for fear of an Indian uprising, to sellle in the 
coiinlry between >the OIik^, the Greal Lakes, and the 
Mississippi, This, decision cause'd kden indignation 
among the speculators, who had hoped io gel rich by 
buying land at low prices and reselling it at very higli 
'ones, ' ^ 

When one Indian tribe revolted, the London 
Government decided to maintain a small British' arnly 
on a permanent footing in the 13 colonies. Also, (he 
Governors, whose salaries had until that time been 
. paid by the Assemblies of the several colonies, were 
henceforth to be»paid by the Treasur>»in London, so 
as to make them more ii\^ependent of the colonists. 

To find the necessary revenues for these addilional 
expenses, the linglish niinislry decided to clamp 
down heavily on smuggling; ip that way, custODis 



^Compilers' NoiC^TransIaicd iVom Jean Michau(i*s 
1715 1 870, I, a Formation dii Monde Modern. Collection 
Jules Issaa Pans; Classiqiies Hachctte, 1966. Pp. 96-102. 
RcproihiCcd with pcrmissiun fruin Cbssiqucs Uatlictte (pub- 
n^UcsK) The material tlc5»>incd for the 9th >car uf a I2*year 
primary-sccondary school cycle. 



duties ivould bung in mure money. It thtn levied J 
new ta.\. Sailed the stamp ta,\. which meant intro- 
ducing to America the use of stamped paper sold at a 
profit by the Lnglish treasury (1765). The i>pecu- 
lators, the meahanls svhu weie pro:^|>ering on the 
smuggling tiade. (he lawyeib, and the punters dueJily 
affected by the stamp tax stirred up violent riots, 
parUcularly in the colonies of Virginia, New York, 
and Massachusetts. Frightened, tlie4Zng|jsh Govern- 
ment abolished the stamp ta.x and the agitation died 
down. , ^ 



(Picturcl ^Ihamm^ ^itamptd paper m Ihmm iAamu 
The Stjmp Ait made it mandaiorv to use 
\reaal paper, stumpc^i /^/vr. or to^tffix m tax sdipip 
f > a'i\ d>>K^tnum up^^hiw^ K^am tran^iu tiooy Hn 
srjff(p<, whuh ta^Mid m lahu Ir on j hidtpuun t<> 
£^ J\iJ ' h Jjjiud sihujiiaih uixwpapfys. In 
*tlu /Imu 'f Cimm^m'., tiuh ttupd^r rtnc to 
pr u St j^um\t flh .'ax, in a spmh dunti'^ whuh he 
r< fi rnd /' //A 1 i u an \ u \ Uu Si >u\ . Ldn rty. llic 
^piihtr \pri:ad hU wddtiu m Amaua w Jun- tht 



Staff ip \,t jf, nuJ hitler opth'Ution, The printers, 
tirsi ijj afl^ Ji'iided t*f publish their ni\\'\pupcr\ 
\u!h,ntt stjuip' / \ir\\\hire Sous of Libertv cluks 
mn f^'rou^l' uhiih i ^ rtispni^kd with euih^ *>thu 
jnj i ri'Wi/^t.d dKUionstrath fi\ Vh nu*st iudini 
uh idifits iHt'i;irnd in UttsUm in Aum^t iff nto. Du 
*fh h humeii^^rjwptd papo, di molishtdy huildm 
lokhr *i^nuh\l^h>n that ^\as r./hfrt^dh ti> house thi 
Stamp OfffnAiudii^ntpUtth laus^n 'yd tin ht^ust *V 
the I laitcnan: ( h n mn «r / */ tht. ntx 



2. The Conflict Mounts* 

The agitation flared up again shortly after (his. 
When new duties were placed on American imports of 
iron, paper, and tea by (l^e London Parliament. 
Several purely local incidents, the scope of which was 
considen^bly exaggerated both in London and in 
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•mcutj agCLf ji\ jivii titc wmtlivi. rir^l cjme whji the 

Ln^ibli :»MiJief^, »hu luJ been ^UmeJ in Ihe ilieelj^, 
fired on and blied ktur of the protesters. Then eame 
the B0^tm Tea Paii> (I""*3) cukmbts Jibgui:^»J as 
Indians tu$;»cd into the Iiarbor 340 cases of tea that 
had jusi entered the port. Furious. George HI re* 
scinded the duiter «♦« «Me Mcii^chusexis cJ^nv and 
ordered •!ic po,t of Bo^tun closed until the people 
had paid the v^lue of tlie tea. Massachusetts then 
appealed ti» the uther colonies. 



'>tll J' If} t.f'.i 'r\/' 'f* '^.u ■ '/ i^'L 

J ^f t /, ^ t'j \h 'ti'l f'K f'M 1 ? 



3. The Break With England 

A congress made up of delegates from aH-vhr? 
colonics except Georgia- met at Philadelphia in 
1774. in a Declaration uf Riglits, u jffirmedlthe right 
of every English ciii/.en no» to be taxed \^thoui his 
consent. At the .same time, the colonists were 
building up Mipplies uf weapons everywhere. An 
Liigli^h detachment that tiled tu :^ei/.c one of these 
depots clashed rieai Bosion with some American 
mihtiamen and lost about 250 men (1775). 

That incident brought the final break. While 
George III was making up his mind to reduce the 
culunies b> force of *irins. the Philadelphia Congress 
assumed sovereign authority, raised troops, and gave 
command of them to a Virginia planter numed 
Washington, The tollowing yedr, m 1776, the colony , 



4.if Virginia declared itself independent of King 
Gcaijge HI. A new Congiess, on July 4, 1776, adopted 
the Dedatation of Independence of tlie United 
States. 

Ffom then on. the only w jy tu settle the conflict 
was by force. 



y r JJ . J J r / rjii\i>fi i « t : J iifm.^t I J 

• /'.^ ; ,r ' fu\ ^r'j..\ Hi^f:^^U ^\tuf hi. i\ fn his .^i*/ 
'ji K Ih funr I ^'7.u//<.^, innur. > >uouhsr. 
11'. fiK It'Pi^^'hjuu l-^:fr:h!i\ iinJ i\*s!- 

U ii i> u iiUfw : *th ,in ^tf, ' tj7 ,'iit .S< ; n \ / v >ri datfi 

r Ilr {hi iliuu.ht fr 'f^i/uaiitf' jnuUuHi'H 

MX f t :n * n i^t 1 1 » n i% hj n S fin: '*\ ffh rmits, 
V / s jihl nint ' vMnfi I ra^ 1 1 hn f( tu \ Jju ithtcn 
"hiti, fv.j'f'. V: iir jLx:hti \ (iiL^'d* tiV'f 'dUar Ui f*. i^/s lUjt 

ih*: Tnj!v >>f Icr^jilUs, tranUin plait' J an 
V^?/^ rraur pjtt m Jrajtm-^' tlu- C tBtHtilim th^ 
Lnir^J Shin s ilZs"! 



4, Beginnings of the War for Independence 

Tfie war lasted almost 8 years. Each of the adver- 
saries tan into serious difficulties. The English troops, 
^ partly composed of Germa.i mercenaries, were good 
and numerous, but they wc.e fighting in an unknown 
land, almost without roads, and covered with 
immense forests where it was often impossible, to get 
supplies or engage the enemy. As for the Americans, 
they were a long way from presenting a unitpdlVont 
to the English Very jealous of sovereignty, jh^l3 
colonies refused to submit to a single go^efffifieiit, 
even for the duration of the war. Moredver, loyalists. 
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big planters. jnJ uealtin merclianls. who wanted tu 
keep an undenktaiidins uttli the nioiher cMiintn. 
existed side by side ultli tliose who favored the 
breach with England. Tins latter pvup came mostly 
from the niurc mudest levels ul M.h.iet) . rinalK . the 
American acniy lacke^amis and clothing; the volun- 
teers would leave the front a^ suon as !hen term vi 
enlistment had expired, the mihiia wcie leluttant u» 
fifijil far from their homes, the geneials wcic- medi- 
ocre Washington himselfwas no peat military leadei. 
II was rather because of Iks nuiral qualities, his firm- 
ness of spirit, his tenacity, and his self sacrifice tiial 
he becaiiie the architect of vjciorv . 

The llist 2 years of the war were bad ones foi the 
colunists the cities of New York and Philadelphia 
were occupied by the Lnglish. Bui, at the end o,' 
n"'^. an English armv moving down fiom Canada 
waj» encountered in the forest and thucd tosuirender 
at Saratopj This \ictorv restored cuuia^e tu ihc 
Americans and. most important, it wou them Fiaiice 
as an ally. 



^ ' ' ' : i-' '^ri' ; \ v < r 

/" ^/ ' '/-Jo * ;' / ^- u/v 

'fti *f.t> *^>U( p'i I tfhjm»n .usU I'r*. '^iii ut i^f !h* 



n. The French Intervention 



I The French Alliance and Victory for the Insurgents 

The American cause \\jr> populai in France, 
already aiminbei of j;entlenieiMnJudnig the Marquis 
de Lafayette, lud gone to sei\e undei Waslnngtun as 
volunteer:. Tlic (FrcndiJ Government began by pro- 
\idin^ ftu the insurgents that is what ihe rebehng 
colonists were called clothing and arms, then iii 
I77K it signed a treaty of alliance with their represeii' 
taiive in France. Franklin. The following y ear. Spam 
joined with France, hoping to get Gibraltar and 
Florida back from the Fnglish. 

Tlie war went on for 5 more years, in very^ ditYer- 
ent theaters. In America, where the struggle was 
shifting to the South. General Rochambeau's French 
corps helped the rebels to blockade an Lnglish amiy 
in the city of Yorktown. in Virginia, and to force it 
to surrender (October I7«l). In Europe, the Franct>- 
Spanish fleets managed neither to effect a landing in 
England nor to etake Gibraltar. In the Antilles, the 
French tleet. after initial victories, in 1782 suf fered a 
severe defeat. Meanwhile, off the coast of India. 
(Admiral) Suffren several tunes defeated the English 
tleei and -signed a treaty of alliance with a Hindu 
sovereign who was an implacable foe of the Eiiglfsli. 

At last, England gave hi and signed the Treaty of 
Versailles (Treaty of Paris] in 1783. She rccogiii/ed 
the independence of Ihc United States, and ceded to 
it all the land between the Alleglieny Mountains and 
the Mississippi; she returned to Spain the island of 
Minorca and Florida, she restored to France one of 
the Antilles and a few posts on the Senegal coast 
which had been taken from her in 1763,'and at long 
last recognized France s riglit to fortity Dunkirk. Out 
of this long war, which had cost her enormous sums. 
France won only minimal advantages, but the Gov- . 
ernment was content to have restored French prestige 
and brouglit England low. 



(iJeufiti.-s Ik *ffv^nu\\ ctdijriKs. aKo hkIicjIc^ Hi,' 
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2. Organization of Ihe United Si^Xts 

The American uar had many conMrqaences. The 
t{\*M nnpnrtjnt ua^ the creatuni ol a new Mate, the 
United States, the firNt free state ever l*mnded bv 
fciir*»peans outside hurope. 

After a h»t uf difficulties a financial crhis. pohti* 
cal and cuniinercial squabbles between colc-nies, 
sUn%u MHTial antagonism between rich and poor in 
VHf ihe 13 States adopted a Constitution winch, in 
Its major ouihnes. is still in force today. Like the 
United Provinces^* in Europe, the United States cun- 
' siituied a federal repubhe. Each State had its own 
institutions; but above those 13 State governments 
there was a federal government responsible for their 
common affairs: war. diplomacy, currency, and 
commerce. The executive power was vested in a 
president; the legislative power, in a Congress made 
up of two cliambers a Senate, in which cacti State 
has two representatives, and a House of Represen- 
tatives, in which each State is represented by a num- 
ber of congressmen proportional to its population. 
Finally, tlicre were the federal courts, the highest of 
which IS the Supreme Court. 

3. Repercussions in America and in France 

The example of the emancipation of the English 
colonies had piufi»und icpcr».u!>Mons. As early as the 
end of the 18th Lcntuf>, there were uprisings m 
Spanish Amciua and, 40 vcais aftci the Ticaty uf 
Versailles, ihcic was nothing left of the Spanish 
empire on the American continent. In France, the 
example of the United States was even more swiftly 



^CMfiipiIcr^* Nriic. A I the n'mc of the American Rcvolu- 
nnn« flic ' Lniied Provincc<$"uas;i poliiKa! enui> in thc;irca 
n««tt' known a« the NethcHand*. 



lollowed. The principles tlie French philosophes had 
argued and preached were the foundations of the 
DeciaraSion of RigJits in 1774 and again of the 
Declaration of Independence in 1776. The French 
had made those principles vicioiious in America; 
would they not make them prevail in France itself? 
Furthermore, the expenditures connected with the 
war had increased the tlnancial diftlculties; Louis XVI 
had Uj agree to summon the Estates General into 
session in 1 7h9. And the conviKaiion of the Estates 
General marked the begmning of the French Revolu- 
tion. 



Summary 

• In 1774, an American Congre^ published the 
Declaration of Rights, and then, on July 4, 1776, 
another Congress proclaimed the independence of the 
United States. 

« The early years jof the war were hard for the 
Americans. But in 1777 they forced the surrender of 
an English army at Sara^-ga and that victory won 
them alliance with France. 

• France, backed by Spain, declared war on 
/England (1778). By the Treaty of Versailles (1783), 
England recognised the independence of her 13 
American polonies and restored to France and Spain 
some of their colonies. 

• The RepubliL of the United States gave itself a 
fedeial Constitution (1787). Its example spurred the 
emancipation of the Spanish colonies in America and 
in Fiance it hastened the houi of the Revolution. 

77/£? Cmstinaion of the United States 
Article I 

« * 4r * *r ♦ « 

Ever> Bill which shall have passed the House of Repre- 
sents lives and Ihe Senate ihall, before it becomes a La\v% be 
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presented u. the Prcs:d«Jt the Idicd Stales; If he 
^ aprro^cf. hi- jhall it. but if ni»!. he jhall teltun it, ui!h 

- -Jiiii Objcciiun?. IM that Hmusc in »ijjch n shall have on^aated. 
uh^»-|hall .. recwider ii. If /ffer juch Recon$ideran\>a 

- J twi>thirds Mf the House sha!lai:ree to pass the Bill, it sIuU be 
seat . . . til the t»!her House, by uhich it shall hkcaise be 
reiVBsiJcrcd. and if appr^^icd hy iwc^thirdsn^f that Ikiuse.i: 
shall becv»!T!ea Law. . . 

* * • • » 

Article II 

The t\ccuti%c Pcmey shall be i^ted in a Presjdent tlie 
t'mtcd Sfaf America, He shall h^fd his Ofil«r duiim: the 
Tcini iif ft^uf Yews. and. i.»gclhcf %iith ilie Vice-Prcsiden!. 
chcscn for ihe same Term, be elected, as follmvs: 

Fjch Slate shall appoint, in sjch Manner as the Ce^Iatnre 
f he/i^.f may direct, a Number of Lk^ims. v^ual tu the whulc 
Number t*f Senators and Representatives ti^^hich the Sutc 
mav be eniitled m ihe Con^jts, . .. 



He 5haU have Poucr. by and uiih the Adsiccand Consent 
Mf the Scnaie. to nufcc Treaties, presided t«.(Hhlrds of the 
Senates present concur. . . . 



T!iis Article is very important. It is the Senate 
which, as the final aalhoriiy, is the master of the 
country s forci^ pohcy. In !9I9, the Seiiate was !o 
refuse to ratify the treaties signed by President Wilson 
at the dose of the First World War. Moreover, the 
Constitution grants \iery exten^\^ powers to the 
President. He goyctns with federal cabinet members 
of ministerial rank whom he names and dismisses at 
will For 4 years he plays the simultaneous role of a 
Head of Stale and an irremo^'able pnme minister. The 
Unitetf States does not, therefore, make use of the 
parh'amentary system. - 
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2. FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 



The Fight for Independence 
in tile English Colonies of 
North America' 

The English Colonies in North America 

A system of internal self-government had devel- 
oped in North America's 13 Engjish- colonies that 
their Governors had to respect. These were appointed 
b> the King in seven colonies while they were elected 
by the uuluni:>t^> in the remaining ones. Every citizen 
who had a m^jur piece of land and that was most of 
them -was enntled to vole. By the middle of the 18th 
century, most of the affairs of government were in 
the hands of the colonists. The great distance 
between the colonies and London alone meant that 
conditions in America developed in their own way. 

The immigrants came from various European 
countries; religious behcf and social position initially 
differentiated them from each other. But the new 
homeland confronted all of them with the same 
demands. Only the able ones could master the tough 
task of opening up the country. This js why ability 
and success became the decjsfVe yardstick for the 
position of the individual in society. 

The 13 New England States had about 250.000 
settlers living in them around 1700: by 1775, there 
were 2id million, including about 400,000 Negro 



'Compilers' Notc.-Translatcd from Erich GocrliJz's Das 
Werdcn der Moderrten WcU (!648'!900). Padcrborn- 
flannovcr: Schoingh-SchfocdcL 1968. Pp. 63-67. Repro- 
duced here with permission from Schoingh*Schroedel, 
ipublishers;. The materPl is designed k»r ih'i 9lh year uf a 
l3-yc3r pnmary-secondaty school cycle. 



slaves. Among the whites, about 1.7 million were of 
English origin. Agriculture was the most important 
branch of the economy. In the South, there were big 
sugar and tobacco plantations and later on mostly 
vast areas of cotton plantations. TJiis is where most of 
the Negro slaves worked. The planters were the 
richest people in the colonies, followed by the 
merchants. But everybody was able to acquire prop- 
erty of his own, often through hard work at the very 
edge of the wildemess. 



A French nobleman who visited the American 
colonies in 1759 wrote the following about the 
European immigrants and their Jife in America: 

Everylhing helps them In their regeneration -new taws, a 
new way of life, a new social order; this is where they 
become men. . ^. The moment he (ihe immigrant) breathes 
the air, .makes new plans and starts out doing things he 
\vould nc*cr ha»c dreamed uf in his old home country. . . 
The hws of this land take him proiectivclylunder their wing 
Let e\-eryonc figure out for himself what kind of change must 
take place in the spirit and thoughts of this man. He begins to 
forget his former scrvitudcand dep.^ndencc. . . . 



Tax Fight 

England's victory in the Seven Years' War released 
the colonies from the French grasps No longer were 
the English settlers threatened from Canada and 
Louisiana. This is one reason why ties between the 
colonies and the motherland became looser When 
England wanted to collect taxes in the American 
colonies in 1765, a dispute arose. 



j Pict lire I 77/f mias Jeffcrum. 



^Compilers' Note. The part of ihe Seven Years' Wrr 
(1756-63) that look pbwc in America is usually referred to in 
US.hislory as the F rench and Indian War (1754-63). 
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EndHh wc!ur>. the BgliNli Parliament wanted lu 
have them help pay the Government debts. The 
English hitlers were ot tlie upmiun, however, tliat 
only repfe>entaiive.s elected b> ilieni had the right to 
tax ihem. But the s;e! tiers did nut pariicipate in the 
electionN tor the Ent'li^li House ut Cummons. and so 
the Enjdish t»tace could nut tax avav a part of their 
possessions ("no taxation without representation"). 
Representatives of ?>e\eral colonie;* met Ibr tlie first 
time in 1 765 and addressed a petition to tlie Km? and 
Parhameni. In 1766. the English Parliament had to 
drop Its taxation plans because tax colleciicin had 
tailed in the face of settler resistance. This situation 
repeated itself during the coming years. 

Finally, the English Parliament confined itself to a 
single, small lax tlut concerned tea import:> in order 
to preserve at feast fomially the principle of fcnghsJi 
lax authority. Bui it was precij^ely this taxmg 
authority that the Aniencans did not want to 
recogni/e. The Engll^h Governoi of Massacfiusetts 
wanted to force collection uf the tea tax in Boston. 
Only after the c^argo had been unloaded and taxed 
could the Nhips Ieav?vihe port ii^m. During the niglit 
of IX^cembcr 16, 1773, Amencans dressed up as 
Indians threw the cargo of a tea vessel into the water, 
English punitive measures against Boston only 
increased resistance in all of the 13 colomes. Repre- 
sentatives from all colonies met fur the lirsf time in ^ 
Pliiladelphia in September 1774. They decided to 
terminate trade with Engfand. Wlien a second Conti- 
nental Congress was attended by representatives of all 
colonies in I^iiladelphia in 1775, there had already 
been warlike clashes between English troops and the 
Apicrioin militia. 



Fight for Independence 

In the suininer uf 1775. the Second Conlinental 
Congress directed the prosjjeruus tobacco planter 
George Washington ri 722-99) from Virginia to estab- 
lish an army, Washington, who had distinguished 
himself as an officer in the war apinst the French 
and the Indians, faced a very dilficult task. Out ol the 
niiliiia forces he was to shape an army that could 
stand up to the fcn^hsh regular army. Accustomed to 



electing its officers and llgliting onlv when and so 
long as It seemed absolutely necessary, the American 
nnhtia was at first rather unsuitcd for a long war. 

Wasliington persuaded Friedrich von Steuben, a 
former officer of Frederick the Great, to take over 
Jhe job of giilng the troops military training. 
Althougli cooperation among the colonics was poor, 
ulthougli Congress liad no power to implement 
necessary measures, and although the number of 
volunteers remained small, Wasliington in the end 
overcame most of the difficulties. 



After the first military success, the representatives 
of the 13 colonies on July 4, 1776, declared these 
areas to be independent of England. Together the 13 
Stages formed the Republic of the United States of 
America Tlie Declaration of Independence was 
essentially written by Representative Tliomas Jeffer- 
son (1743-1826) froni \^rginia. Tliis trained lawyer 
was guided by the ideas of John Locke. Tlie 
separation of the States from England was based on 
rights that are jnher^jnt in every person but that 
England would not have given the Americans. 

The war lasted from 1775 until 1783. Support of • 
the colonists by France. Holland, and Spam became 
•ae decisive factor. When more than 5,000 Englishmen 
capitulated in 1781, the war was decided in mihtary 
tcrmi. 

ig^Peace was signed in 1783- For the first time. 

^Jr/en-soldiers had won a victory ever hired merce- 
naries, althougli only with powerful foreign aid. The 
independence of the United States was recognized in 
the peace treaty. England retained Canada: the 
country west of the Mississippi fell to Spz\n,zs did 
Florida. 



From the Americaa Declaration of Independence of 
July 4, 1776: 

* * ^ * * * 

We hold (hcsc truilK lo be scff^jvidcni. thai men arc 
creafcd equal, ihai tlicy arc cndotted by ificir Creator wnli 
le^lain unalienat»fe Ki^hu, (har amon^! ihcse are UW Liberty 
and (be pursuit of Happiness. Thai lo secure ihcse ripliK. 
Covcrnmcnis arc jnMiiutcd amon>; Men. deriving: ibcir jusr 
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poucn iujtn xhc wcnscnl of iht ^^crncd. TIul «rhcn«vci 
lorm of Cownmcnt becomes dc$iructh-c of these ends, it u 
the Rj£ht of Ihc People to alter ot to abolish ii. and to 
imisiuie new Covcmmeni, laying iis foundation on such 
piinaples and ojjanizins iis powers in $udi form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happi- 
ness. . - 

• • *"* ♦ 

Wc, ihercu»ic, the Reproci>um»*>l the united Stutoof 
Amciiv^, jn Ccncul Csfn^e^s, Assembled, appe^Iini^ to the 
Supreme Judf:e of the woild for the rectitude of our 
inicntions, do, in ihe Name, and by Authority of-lhe good 
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare. That 
these Lniicd Culonies arc, and uf Right ouflii to be 1 reeand 
Independent Stales. . . . 



The United States Constitution 

Durtng the war, most of the individual states had 
adopted constitutions that gave only little authority to 
the Congress as the federal authority. This resulted in 
considerable internal troubles nf(.cr the war that could 
be overcome only througli a Constitution for the 
entire Union. That Constitution materialized in 17S7, 
Hum^n rights, such as were found in the Declaration 
of Independence and especially in the Constitution of 
Virginia, became a part of the American Constitution, 
It implemented the separation of powers into a 
legislative, an executive, and a judicial branch. The 
state's mission was to secure- tlie liberty of the 
individual. 



. . .! -ii 1 0 ; ui niiv*n? .md the re!jtt*^n- 



The Constitution left the individual States exten- 
sive internal independence but strengthened federal 
authority to such an extent that a federal state 
capable of taking action did arise The President, who 
is elected for a 4-year term by the people, holds 
executive authority. The President and Jjie govern- 
ment, wItCh is made up Qf men who enjoy his 
confidence, thus do not depend on Parliament (Con- 
gress ] , Legislative authority is exercised by 
Congress-Parliament. It consists of two ^chpmbers: 
the Fiouse of {(epreseptatives, the actual people's 
assen]bl>. and the Senate, the body representing the 
individual federal State - The Supreme Court is the 

IS 



thitd duthunty here and it must see to it that all 
measures of the Government agree with the Const!- 
tution. To declare war, the President needs the 
appro^'al of Congress: for treaties. Senate approval is 
enough. 

George Wasliington was elected first President of 
the United States In 1789. It was due to his efforts 
and achievements that the new state soon grew strong 
tnternally in sptte of cun^tderable tensions. The 
[French] Dcclaratton of the Rights of Man and the 
American Constitution became models for countries 
that wanted to build up a liberal democratic system. 
The American Constitution of 1787, later provided 
wtth several amendments, is still in force today. 

The 3 million itihabltants were mostly farmers 
who lived far away from each other. Philadelphia, the 
biggest city, had about 30,000 inhabitants. Society 
here differed considerably from European society. 
There were no privileged classes. America did not 
experience the burden of an outdated form of society 
that made poHtical Hfe in Europe appear increasingly 
questionable. Anybody who worked in America 
could generally acquire property and thus also politi- 
cal rights. Thus, Atnerica became a model for 
dissatisfied Europeans. Out of jhe 30,000 German 
mercenaries who-sold into English service by their 
princes-had fought against the Americans, 12,000 
remained tn the country whose freedom and inde- 
pendence they were supposed to have p/evented. 
Among the French, who fouglit on the side of the 
Americans, it w^ especially the Marquis de La 
Fayette (1757-1834) who was a convinced supporter 
of the new political ideas. Freedom, which had been 
implemented in America, was something that many 
citizens in Europe yearned for. 



(Picture) Hessian mcncnarm, wlntw senices were 
S'fU Iff I Holland bv their prince, arc shown anharfcina 
JhrAnurica. . 



From the Contract on Soldter Service between 
England and a German petty prtnce dated Apr. 20, 
1776: 

The soldiers arc completely at the disposal of the Kin^ of 
Great Briiain ... for use in his scrvuc in Europe ^nd North 
America 



8. As a jcauiiini; fee. His UiAhncis wtW be p^d 5u TalcK 
totcvtsy inUnityrndttziul e^try C3nfi<»nec;. 

9 rU mml ilucc uoundi^ are scouted une dt-ad man A 
dead imn will be jyid lor in aavxdintc unh the rc.iumn^ 

10. Throu^MUi the cnliK- nmc Hut ihis corps (w ihw ciw 
670 tncnl m H» Mjjvsi>'* pa>. Briunna *NJaj«ty 
grants the musi Serene Pnnu an jnnua! sobsidv ol >5 usn 
Tafcrs- * ' 



Summary 

A rather liighly developed system of local adminis- 
tratiun by the colonists already existed in North 
America's English colonies. Because they did nor 
partidpate in elections to the tnghsli Parliament, 
they rejected taxation by England. From this resis- 
tance grew the War for Independence (1775^3) 



which VTAS won as a result of foreign support, 
especially from France. TJie conviction that inspired 
the Americans was expressed most strongly in the 
Declaration of Independence of July 4, 1776. The 
Constitution of 1787 implemented the separation of 
authority into three branches. Human rights were a 
pan of the Constitution. Tlie indiWduals freedom 
was for the first time secured througli constitutional 
law. Events in America became a modej for the 
political hopes of many Europeans. 



New concept: human riglits 

Remember ihe following event: 1776, U^. Dcclara- 
tion of Indeoendence. 
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3- UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 



The War for Independence 
of the English Colonies in North 
America and Formation 
of the United States^ 



Reasons for the Colonics' Uprising Againsr England 

As It guarded the j^nglish bourgeoisie against ru^Is. 
the Enghsh Farhament strove in every way to cramp 
the development of industry and trade in the Ameri- 
can colonies. Farhament prohibited construction vt 
iromuaking work^ In America and then the manufac- 
ture of any sort of fabrics, and it prescribed that they 
be imported readymade from England. ^ 

The poor farmers and workers were outraged H' 
1763 when the Engn'sh King forbade movement mto 
the Western territories so that the settlers on the 
lauds of the Enghsh aristocrats would pay quit rent. 
Btit the colonists seized the land of the hrge 
landowners and repeatedly rebelled against the colo- 
nial authorities. 

The Stamp Act was enacted in 1765, It put a tax 
on all trade transactions; Ihere was even a high tax on 
every issue of a newspaper. The inhabitants of. the 
colonies declared that the colonies were not repre- 
sented in the Enghsh Farhament and that therefore 
Farhament had no right to impose taxes on them. 



^Campilcrs' ^fotc. -Translated from A, V. Efimov's 
\tnaia tituraa, ihtSM L ttuhch/ufi JUa toi mogo ktassa 
sreditci shkoly (.Modern History, p!, I, Textbook for the 
l:i;*hth Grade of Secondary School). Moskva* Izdatcl'stvo 
••Prosvcshchenie" (?Iloscowi **nnlightennient** PublKhers), 
1970, Pp. 38-53. Fhc niaterw! isdcsi^ined lor tlic 8th year of 
a lO-ycar primary 'secondary Svhuo! cycle. 



The attempt to introduce the stamp tax led to an 
uprising of the people of Boston and other cities of 
the colonies. The officials collecting the taxes were 
tarred and feathered, lashed to long rails, carried 
under the deafening clangor of pans and buckets, or 
driven in wagons, and then the collectors were hanged 
in effigy from trees. Their household belongings were 
burned 1n bonfires. The resistance was so unanimous 
that the English Government revoked the Stamp Act. 
But soon Farhament nnposed new taxes and sent 
armed forces to the American colonies. 

The so-called Boston Massacre took place in this 
Jense situation. It began when boys playing near the 
customs house began to throw snowballs at the 
f^'iglish sentries! A crowd gathered to watch the 
bpeciacle. The English soldiers fired into it and killed 
several persons. * 

^tuliirc) hmhsh tnwps shnm Jtnvn nsuknts hj\ 
— — 



In 1773 English merchants brouglit a large ship- 
ment of tea to Boston. At this time Farliament had 
abolished the usual duty (customs) on tea imported 
into America, but at the same time imposed a S{ijall 
tax on it. Nevertheless, the inhabitants of the colonies 
were unwilling to acknowledge Farliament*s riglit to 
impose taxes on them. Dressed up like Indians, 
inhabitants of Boston attacked the ships and hurled 
the cases of tea into the sea. Local inhabitants came 
to call this the Boston Tea Farty, By way of 
punishment for this action the English Government 
proclaimed the port of Boston closed to trade, which 
caused an outbreak of resendnent and was the' 
proximate cause of the rebellion of the 13 English 
colonics in America. 

In 1774 the American colonies sent tlieu delegates,, 
to a, congress m one uf the largest cines in the 
colonies-Philadelphia. TJiis assembly sent the King a 
request that he do away with the restrictions on trade 
and industry. The colonists also asked that taxes not 
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be imposed on tlicni without their consent. The King 
responded by declaring tliat a ^'revolt" had begun in 
the colonies: he sent armed forces to suppress it, and 
he demanded the complete submission of the colonies. 



[Picture] Puil Rcnrc, 



Commencement of Military Actions 

MiKtary engagements between thearniQd forces of 
the English King and the colonists began in tlie spring 
of 1775. This is the way it happened. The English 
sent from Boston two regiments of royal forces to 
seize rifles, wagon trams, gunpowder, bullets, and 
flour^in short, the entire secret military stores 
created by the American colonists. A detachment of 
English soldiers dressed m red uniforms marched out 
of the city at a measured pace. But the soldiers 
guessed that someone had informed the population 
about the military raid. And in fact Paul Revere, a 
highly skilled silveismith.whu was intelligence duel 
of the Boston Revolutionary Committee, had ridden 
his horse *at top speed from Boston to raise the alarm. 
Alarm bells were rung and there were shots along the 
route of march of the Englisli soldiers. Followjng a 
brief skirnifsh along the way a detachment ol royal 
/orccs scattered the Miniitemcn -local inhabitants 
who were supposed to run with their arms to a 
meeting place within a minute after the alarm. The- 
royal forces seized the cache of arms, but on their 
return trip the farmers fired upon them from behind 
trees and houses.. The sliooting nhtensified, and the 
withdrawal of the English became a disorderly flight. 
That is how the colonists began to use the tactics of 
extended order, the combat tactics of an armed 
populace in rebellion. 

There was little gunpowder and lead; they used 
" sheets of lead frohi roofs, later they evi\i sawed up a 
lead statue of the English King; they rationed out the 
lead in sparing portions, and every soldier cast his 
own bullets according to the miv/zk of his gun. 



iPicllirej kihi'lhi us /t^f/uluit hurls J m/t Mann tft 



Congress named Col. George Washington 
fl732-0<i), a Virginia planter known to be a con- 
firmed advocate of the hberation of the colonies from 
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English oppression, to be commander-in-cluef of the 
armed forces of the rebellious colonies. He was 
known as an outstanding organizer and the only 
important mihtary specialist in the colonies. 

In .response to the demands of the commercial and 
young industrial bourgeoisie, farmers, craftsmen, and 
workers, one after the other the colonies began to 
declare their secession from England. , 
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Document 

Excerpt From the Declaration of the Chiefs of 
Indian Tribes to the English Authorities in the 
Colonies in 1768. 

Brother, wc and our families liavc rcti;nlly been hvmg as 
if m hell, not knowing what to do. Wherever we look, 
everywhere we sec our blood, and when our young men want 
to hunt game in our country, wc come upon fences. They 
have become lircd of climbmgovcr iheni. 

They cannot' lakc deer for food and irCe bark for pots, 
since they arc prevented Uum hunting jnimjLs, and the irccs 
are being^cui down. 

. . . The English, instead of proieciing us, as wc had 
hoped, arc taking advantage of ihc fact that ihey are more 
cunning ifian we arc, anjl ihey have deceived our people; they 
have begun to ibughtc? uui people in Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
and throughout ihe country, and the'*mercliants have begun 
to deceive us more and more, :uid now they care about 
nolhing and no one. * , , 



(Fict urt- 1 Vh yrfias Jiift f-^.n 



Declaration of the Independence of the Colonies 

Under the pressure of the masses, on July 4, 1776, 
the Congress adopted the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, i.e., the declaration of separation from 
England. 

The author of this document was Thomas Jeffer- 
son (1743-1826), an advanced thinker for his time 
and an outstanding-political figure. Elected a member 
of tlie Virginia Legislative Assembly, he strove Ibr the 
^ abohiion of slavery. In England he was sentenced to 
^ death for a pamphlet against the King. 

The Declaration of Independence said that 
England was oppressing its colonies in America and 
that the united colonies were seceding from England 
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unJ netting up «in independent njtiun. AK men <iic 
%.reated equal, the Dedaiatiun stated. Thcv are 
entitled to life, freedom, and the pursui. of happine^ 
a5 then inalienable ndiu. The l5eclaiation announced 
that the people it^^elf had the iiglit to e:»tablisli 
authority and a government: i.e., it proclaimed the 
idea that the people it^lf ib the ^ouue of powei the 
idea of populai :kovereignt>. The proposition that ihe 
people itself can set up a government was aimed 
against the power of the King, apinst the monarchy, 
and it signified recognition of the republic. On the 
other hand, this same idea was aimed against colonial 
oppression. The Declaration proclaimed the equality 
of man and nations. Thus, the founders of the 
AineiKan icpubliw condemned colonial oppression 
and colonialism. 



(Map) Rviolutumary War in \*frih AmcriLa, 
/77_v,v? |Mjp hxates niajor American. HnglLsli. and 
f-fcnch fnihtar) jcliMnN.J 
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But the bouigcoisiC used the pio;^iessive ideas of 
the Declaration to rcinfoice tht power of the 
wwalth>, pio\idcd also that ihe> weie white. The 
Dedaiation du' riv^t abohsh ^lavci> and did not put an 
end t«j annihilation of the Indians and tl.eu being 
Jiivcn fioiu then land, and jt piescrvcd the c.Kploita 
tion of hiied workeis. The forinei colonics pro 
claimed thcuisclve^ lo be States, and tltc> fuzmed a 
union the United States of America. 

r 

Course of Military Operations 

The war continued until 1782. The English man- 
aged to take the capital of the seceding colonies-. 
Pliiladelphia. The American soldiers v/intered in the 
open field in bitter cold weather^They did not have 
enough aims, mi*'.>, foolweai, oi clothing. Bloody 
lootpnnts on the tee and snow indicated the paths 
taken b> Washington's barefoot soldiers. It was not 
easy toi Washington to achieve discipline in an army 
consisting of brave, but unclothed, farmers and 
craftsmen. 

Several thousand Ne^io slaves fought agamst the 
f.uglish in the lanks ot the wolonists. They fought 
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eourageously and valiantly. One detachment of 
Negroes died to the last man in putting up a defense 
in tiie State of New York. A Negio woman named 
Cannet fiom Massachusetts put on .ncirs clothes and 
foaglit heioically foi H months in one of the regular 
regiments. 

Rich landowners, some of the slaveowners, and the 
loyal vivilseivants opposed the volonutsin their figlit 
for independenc'c. 
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The farmers and craftsmen were the principal 
strength of tiie colonists. The revolutionary boui 
geoisie led the struggle against the royal forces and 
the aristocrats. ^ 

In order to augment Ins armed forces tlie English 
KingMiircd from the German princes about 30,000 
soldiers, whom he sent to America. He wanted to hire 
from Catherine H in Russia another 20,000 soldiers, 
but in view of the strained relations between Russia 
and England and the recent peasant war led by 
Pugacliev, tiie Empress refused to send the soldiers to 
America. 

Taking advantage of the old enmity between the 
two colonial states, England and France, the Ameri- 
cans obtained a treaty of ajliance and armed aid from 
France. In order to obtain France said, the Congress 
of the United States sent as its ambassador (o Pans 
Benjamin Franklin, an outstanding scientist, diplo- 
mat, and pubhv aiid political figure who had partici* 
pated in writing the Declaration of Independence. 
Progressive social circles in France were ardently 
sympathetic with the struggle of the Americans to 
free themselves. 



(Map) The United States in 1783. (Major map tea- 
lure^ identify t.hc 13 original States and the territory 
acquired under the peace treaty of I7H3.| 



Tlie aristocrat Lafayette, for example, fitted out a 
watslup at his own expense, called it the Victoire 
(Victoiy) and sailed for America against the King's 
prohibition, and there he fouglU in the revolutionary, 
forces. 

In 1781 the main forces of the English surrendered 
to Washington at Yorktown. The peace was signed in 
1783, The Lnghsli rccognued the independence of. 



the colonics, 100.000 English arisiocrais and mem- 
bers of their fannlies were expelled from Ihc Uniied 
Stales, and their land u^s confiscated and put up for 
sale. That was the end of the war for independence 
that Lenin called the revolutionary war ''of the 
American |)eople against the plundering English, who 
had oppressed America and held it in colc.iial 
bondage." ' 

Thus, during the Revolutionary War, in the course 
of a fierce class struggle, power in the United States 
passed from one class to another from the ,iristo- 
cratic landowners to the commercial and industrial 
bourgeoisie of the North, wjiicli ruled in a.. Jliance 
with ihc slaveowning plaiuers of the South. 

This signified that a bourgeois revohii-on had 
taken place in the United States. A republic was set 
up, the equality of all before the law was proclaimed, 
and slavery was gradually abolished in the northern 
States. But the capitalists and slaveowners look 
advantage of the.pcoplc*s victory to strengthen their 
own domination. 



Shays" Rebellion (1786-87) 

The war was devastating to many tarniers. After 
the war there remained an enormous Government 
debt, which the Government decided to pass on to 
the farmers by raising taxes. The liratock, houses/ 
and land of the mdcbted farmers began to be sold for 
back taxes. In response the fanners and city poor, 
mainly craftsmen, in a number of northern Stales 
began an^uprising that was headed by Daniel Shays, a 
participant in the War for Independence. Rebels 
numbering some 12.000 to 1 5,000 men took up arms 
in September 1786. They demanded that debts not 
^ be collected frorti tanners and that tlieir houses aiid 
livestock not be sold. The poor fanners and poor 
people in the oties factory workers, day^laborers, 
and craftsmen presented rheir own demands. Some* 
of '.he rebels demanded, that the money of the nch be 
divided equally among the poor and that the rich man 
be Ibrccd to work like the common people^ It took 
the armed forces of 'he United Stales half a year to 
suppress this rebellion. Unbeknownst to ihe'people. 
the bourgeoisie ol the North and the slaveowning 
planters of the South worked out a consriiuiion in 
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17S7 in order to strengthen their power; by and 
large it is still in force today. 

The Law Scttmg Up the Governm^ntl 
The Constitution (from the Latin word 
consn'mrfo-QsiubUshmcnil 
V After independence was proclaimed, every State 
beijaine a separate nation with its own anned forces, 
finances, and customs boundaries. These almost 
independent Slates sent their representatives to a 
Congre\s that had little power. 

Undcr\tlie 1787 Constitution the central power 
was strengthened, but the States retained consider- 
able independence in local affairs. 



r rtrjis fhi' nimietu when flu- nhch wnvJ ti 
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Onder this constitution a President elected for 4 
years became the cliief executive authority in the 
country. 41e commanded the army and navy, ran the 
governmenl, and app/ *atrJ officials -in short, he had 
enormous authority, Wavlnsjgton was elected the first 
President. ' 

The American parliament Congress enacts laws, 
which are subject to approval by the President. 
Congress consists of two liouses. Deputies are elected 
to the lower liouse - the House of Representatives^ 
according to the number of inhabitants in each State. 
The upper house of Congress -the Senate consists of 
representatives of the Stales (two from each). 

The American Constitution reihforced the domina- 
tion of the large bourgeoisie and slaveholders. A 
number of the basic principles of the new American 
Constitution and of the Stale constitutions were 
manifestly aimed against the masses of people. In 
almost all the Stales one had to have property land 
or capital- in order to obtain the right to vote. 
Women, slaves, and Indians did not enjoy isuffrage. 

In 1791 the United States Constitution was 
supplemented by the Bill of Rights. This law recog. 
nized the rigi.*s of ciii/ums to freedom of assembly, 
freedom of speech, and freedom of conscience; i.e., 
the freedom to profess any religion or to renounce 
religion altogether. Arbitrar> arrests without court 
order were prohibited. 
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Supreme GovernmentaJ ■ 
Bodies in the United States 
Under the 1787 Constitution. 
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The*^t Ifccduni^ ' tfu>i <;\*jn n^w i.»n p^pei, bui 
ihtf> are c«>n>ian!!y \iulai*?d 

The Suficiiie (uuri. con^jsling of members 
app<.nn!eJ ior Iile. ua> p\cn large au(hori(>. This 
^v»uU wualJ 4iU^!t «3n> AmciiwJt. Ij^v b\ JeJjtin^ it 
uiiwun^ututKmaL ix-c Lnitc'J Siaic!> Supieme Cmusi 
jepeaicdiy supporfed the slaveowners and bourgeuisie 
in ilieir struggle apinst the popular masses. With its 
help the American capiialbts succeeded on many 
M«.vu^i'*nN in having ^\K*ikei stiike^ dewlased ille£;al. 
jnd they dealt has^hlv wiih the icvuluuonary 
\vorker>. 

The land thai prc'.iou»»ly had belonged tu the 
irtdiaiA WHS pruclainied t!ie properly of the nevi 
States and put up for sale. 

Su'callcd buuii;eui.\ deiuuctacv vv j> c>tubh>hed m 
NWil; America un»lt»r the name "popular sover- 
ciiinlv" (democracy), but it is actually the rule of the 
huurctoiMc. 

The fenreni Russian revolutionary A. N. Radi h- 
cliev welcomed the struggle of ilw Americans for 
mdcpcndviivv. "u( «.*.mdemucd the vapitali^t ^v^tem 
in. the Initcd States In I7*;0 he wrote that in 
America there were "100 proud citizens in luxury for 
l!tc ihiuisands who had no reliable means of subMSt- 
eiice and no shelter of their own against the intense 
heal and cold/' 

Nevertheless. tl»e War for Independence did 
advance the development of the United Stales. The 
lurmer hnghsh colonies became a republic. England 
v\a> ni» Imii^ci aha lu IiL^Id bjvk the development uf 
Amencan mdu>try and trade. Customs were abolished 
among the former colonies, which now had become 
Sfaics. and this accelerated the development of trade 
.elatums. But sm^i slavery had ' been preserved 
thiuugluiut (he Suutlu it subsequently, almost 100 
years later, brought the United States to a new 
revoluium. a civil war the war between the North 
and the South. 



dv.%vnt lopcu U» ib^; *.»fmionM>f mankind requires that they 
ihv^uXd d<claie the cau^rs wln^ii impel them to the separs- 

We hold ihese truths to be self-evident, that all men arc 
created equal, thai thc> are endowed by their Creator with 
^cU4in unjhtiubk Ri^rhis. thai amon^ these arc Lifc.libert> 
jnd the puntjii of Happiness. Tfut to secprc these n^hts. 
Gov-crnmcnis arc instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of ihc governed. That whenever any 
f orm of Government iKComcs destructive of these ends, it is 
the Riitht ol the People tu ahcr or to abolish it. and to 
tnsiitdU neu, Govcrnmcni. . . . Suth has been the patient 
sufteranwc uf these Colonies, and such is how the necessity 
uhieh constrains them to alter their former Systems of 
Government, The history of the present Kine of Great Bntam 
15 a history of repeated injuries ... all having in dirt ct object 
the esisbhshmeni of an absolute Tyiann> o\er these States. 
To prove this, let Facts be submitted tea candid w^ld. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome 
and necessary for the public good. 

He has endeavored to prevent the popubnon of these 

tic has ... sent hither sujrms of^Offuers to harrass our 
People and cat out their substance. 

He has (given] his Assent to their aets of 
legislation: 

l or culling: off our Trade with all parts of the world: 
Tor tnipoMni! taxes on us without our Consent: 

m m * * 0 * * 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of 
his Protection and waging V/ar a^sainst us. 

Ilv liJ) plundered our scus. ravaged oui Coasts, burnt our 
touns. and destroyed the lives of our people. 

m H * • * * ^ 

^Vc. therefore, the Representanves ot the united States of 
America, in Genera! Congress ... in the Name, and by 
Authority ^f the . . . People of these Colonies . . . declare. 
That these United Colonies jre, and of Right ought to be 
f ree and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all 
Allegnnce to the British Crown/ and that all political 
connection betu-een them and the Stzie of Great Britain, is 
. . > totally disolved 



Documents 

I. hxccrpt hmm the Dcdarannn oj Independence 
iadi^Ucd hv the Continental Cont^ress on July 4, 

Wlicn m I lie rour\c oi human events, it hecoiiies 
fXK^:*.s^is t»»r ♦»jic pet^pJc i»» dissDht; the poinual bonds which 
hA^% **»i>,»L,ivd fhtMi ^tth (inoth^i. jnd toa\^umc jmon^ the 
Poucr-k i»t ihr mU, ihe separate and equal station < . . a 



Questions on the document: I . What oppressions of 
the colonics by England arc noted in the Declaration? 
Support these assertions with facts known to you. 
2. What propositions in the Declaration have impor- 
tant and progressive significance? 

2 Washington on the Necessity of the Constitution, 
Which Would Be a Means of Struggle Against Popular 
Movements (from Washington's letter to a U.S. 
statesman in 1786). 
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A Idler ^hich I luve ju$t received from Ccnl Knox 
fSecrctiry 01 War], ^ who had just rcJurncd ffci?« Mas5;achu. 
setts (whiihcr he had feccn sent by Congress consequent of 
the commotion in thai State* is replete uiih melancholy 
mfornution^of ihc temper, jnd dc^t^s ^ considerable pan 
of thai pcopfe. Among other things he sa>"$, "there fat| 
creed is. that-ilw^roperty of iWe fniied States, has been 
':^protccted from conli$cai/on of Bntain by the joint exeriiins 
of alt. and therefore ou^i lo be the common property ol all. 
And he that attempts oppositiun to this creed is an enemy to 
equity and jusncs. and ou^t t« be sucpt from uff the taee oi 
the Earth. 

•'They are determined to jnihillate fiicj jfj debts f>ublic 
and prisTiie 

-The numbers of these people amount in Massachusctts'to 
about one fifth part of several populous Counties, and to 
them may be collected, people of similar sentiment? (from 
^ neighborini; Staler) ^''^ so as to conslitutc a body of tuche 
or Hfteen thousand. * 

iTIhe consequences of a lax. or inciTicient govern- 
ment, are too obvjous to be duelt on.... (Wjhereas a|nj 
energetic Constitution , might rcstor; us to that degree of 
respectability and consequence, to which we had a fair 
claim. , . . 

Questions on the document: I. What is Washington 
rclCTring to as "disorders"? 2. Wiial \vcrc the 
demands made by liic rebellious farmers? 3. Wiiat 
was Washington's (and Gen. Knox's) alliliide toward 
the rebels? 4. Wlial were they especially afraid ol7 



Questions 

L Why was the war uf the Ainerican colonies 3i the 
same time a bourgeois revolution? What was the 
principal peculiarity ot \\\ts bourgeor, revolution? 



'^Compiler's Note. -Bracketed phra^: from the onjimai 
selection. 

"^Compilers' Note. - Ibid. 



2- Wluch classes were the driving force (rcyoluiionary 
chs$es) of the American bourgeois revolution? Wliich 
class was the leader? What role was played by the 
tnasses of people in the revolution? How was tfic 
question of the people as the souice of power related 
to the question of the riglit of the colonies to secede 
from England? 3. What are the basic prindples 
contained in the Declaration of Independence? 4. In 
what way was the Declaration of Independence 
progressive for its time, and in what w^y was ii 
limited? 5. Show through the example of the Amert-" 
can bourgeois revolution in the l8th centur>' OVar for 
Independence) why the bourgeoisie could not long 
rally the masses of people around it and why the split 
occurred after the victory of the bourgeois revolution 
between the bourgeoisie and the masses of people. 
6. How were the supreme governmental authorities 
of the United Stales arranged under the 1787 
Constitution? In what way was American democracy 
progressive as compared to the monarchies in 
Europe'' 7, In what way did the American Constitu- 
tion insure the interests of the plantation owners and 
the bourteoisie and in what way did it restrict the 
rights of the people? 8, What similarities and dilTer- 
ences are there in the causes of the bourgeois 
revolutions in England and North America? 

Assignment for Independent 
Work Related to (TliisI Chapter 

\. Run down the following terms and explain their 
meanings: Stamp Act, Declaration of Independence, 
Constitution, United States Congress. House of Rep- 
resentatives. Senate. Supreme Court, and Western 
territories 2 CGmpile a chronology of the principal 
events of the War for Independence in North 
America 3 Write the names of the leaders of the 
War for Independence and indicate the role played by 
each. 4, Indicate, the territory of the original 13 
Stales and ihe territory of ihc'Uniled Stares accord- 
ing to the I7«3 peace treaty on an outline map 
showing the present boundaries of the United States. 



ERIC 



28 



17 



4. ARGENTIIMA 



The Revolution of the 
United Stntes of America^ 



ht the mi J Idih ccniaiv. ihcre uerc 13 inipuitant 
Ll.«lll^h ^oU»nicb alun^ ihe Xuilh Arnen«^n cuast. rtit 
populaiion of which increased sieadi'Iy^ already 
CAvCcdmg a lutdl A 1 milhon mhabuant^. English 
nicn. ricnvlimcn. Hagucnoi>, Scupinen* Imhmcn, 
and Gcuiiaiix Then mJa^tiics and trade lluuJi&hed 
and ielatiun!> amung (hen became ever closer. 
Aithuugh sheie was gieat siniilaiit> between the 
culunies. It wa^ possible to distinguish three different 
groups, accoiding lo then Iucat»on and wa> of hfe. 
the colonics of ilic Noiih. the Centei,and the South. 

Tlie colonies vi the Koitli wcie populated foi the 
must part by f^untans, devout believers who continued 
to observe tlie biblical precepts strictly. Then indus- 
tllou^ncss was applied toikinall, well-kept faim>. Tlic> 
traded across the ocean with Afiica and tbc West 
Indies. 

In the colonies of the South, such as Georgia and 
the Caiolinas, a small group of landowners of the 
Anglii^n faith lived in luxui> on then large planta 
tions, where thousands of vvoikeis laised tobacco^ 
cotton, and iice. That ^mall numbei of privileged 
owners of great foi tunes had a large number of 
Jaboiers, &ume free and othcis slaves, but all lacking 
(lie most basic possessions. 

in the colonies of the Center, among which were 
New York and Pennsylvania, ihcic were Anglicans 
and Puritans, who hved in the cuuntry and in the city 
and were engaged in industry and commeice. Their 
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inhabitants came from various countries in Europe, 
attracted to America in large part by its religious 
toleration. 

In the mid-ISth century, the colonics -proved their 
loyalty to England by fighting against Fraace 
(1754-63). Nevertheless, shortly thereafter, the first 
dilTiculties erupted between England and its 
American dependencies* 

A seiies^of navigation, tradc^and industry acts that 
had been promulgated since the mid !?th century 
leseived to England the benefits of tlic colonial 
economy. These restrictions were resisted by' the 
Americans, although up to the mid I8th century they 
had been enforced with great leniency. 

Tlie colonial wars had given the North Americans 
an awaren'^ss of their military strength, and the most 
eminent military leaders and most disciplined soldiers 
of tlie.Revolution were trained in those wars. 

King George Hi established customs duties on 
wine, silk, and coffee tliat the colonics imported from 
non-Englisii countries. Thus began tiic iii fccling 
between England and its North American depen- 
dencies (1764). 

Since these measures did not have the hoped-for 
results, new taxes were established to be imposed on 
the mhabitants of the colonics. Some members of 
Pailiament opposed t!us,but the King,wv>ntro!ling the 
majority, had the Law of Stamped Paper (Stamp Act) 
approved in 1765. This paper of nominal value was 
declared mandatory for all matters of a juridical 
nature. 

The colonies objected that the English Parliament 
did not have the right to impose, taxes on them 
because they lacked representation in it. 

Resistance was unanimous and Parliament 
annulled the law in 1765. But in'^1767 it approved 
customs duties on the importation of various articles, 
among them glass, paints,and tea, whatever the place 
of their origin. Colonial resistance reawakened in the 
form of speeches, publications, smuggling, the boy- 
cott of British products, and the insulting of British 
officials. 
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English toTC& and peaceful citizens das!icd in 
Boston and several of the latter lost ihefr Hves- TIic 
Bostun Ma^cre In 1770 intensified feelings asainst 
'^British «yrann> " Parliament abolished the disputed 
ctistoms duties except tliat en tea. tecause Kj[ng 
George uanted to preserve the pnnciple thai Parlia- 
ment liad the rigjit to impose duties on the colonies 
(1771), Thus the colonists triumphed 4jnce again, 
since in practice retention of the duty on tea was 
unimm^rtan! because that product was imptuted as 
contraband from Holland. But shortly thereafter, a 
monopoly for the sale of tea in tlie colonics was 
granted to the English East India Company and the 
smuggling of tea from Holland uias curbed- Resistance 
w'as reawakened m 1773, and in the port of Boston a 
group of Americans disguised as Indians threw a cargo 
of En^hh tea overboard. Parliament then voted a 
series of la<\ii closing tlie port of Boston, banning 
public meetings, and establishing severe penalties for 
anyone who used violence against English officials: 
and General Gage, commander of the English troops 
in Vorih America, wns named Governor of Massachu- 
setts The city of Boston as well as the colonists of 
Massachusetts as^ked the other colonies for help, and 
all except Georgia named delegates to a Congress that 
would advise what course to pursue. 
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Among the Congress delegates were George 
Washington, who was a member of the Virginia 
delegation, and Jofm and Samuel Adams, members of 
the Massachusetts delegation, who had gained fame 
througli their publications and speeches on behalf of 
the "ricjils of the Americans." A month later the 
Second Conlinenlal Congress met. peaceful ncgotia- 
tinps had failed and George Washington was named 
commandrr-in-chicfof the so-called Continental Army 
that had just confronted the English, and war was 
declared against Great Britain in 1775. 

George \'^a$hmgt(m( 1732-99). Hebelongedio one 
of the richest and most prominent families in 
Virginia. After studying land surveying he Entered the 
mihtia, distinguishing himself in the wars against the 
Indians and the FrencI;. He also ^participated in the 



legislature of lus colony and in the Pliiladclphia 
Congress. He w:as a man of smgular intellectual and 
moral qualities. Courageous, industrious, prudent, 
and firm, he quiddy gained great authority among his 
compatriots, who recognized him as the indisputable 
leader. Rrst, his military action as supreme com- 
mander of the Korth Amcncan armies, and later, his 
political activity as. first President of the United 
States of America, enshrine him as the founder of 
North American independence. He was, as one of Jus 
contemporaries said, **first in u^r, first in peace, and 
first in the hearts of his counirymcn/' 
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The War for Independence 

The Second Continental Congress declared that it 
was making war on Great Britain to recover thenglits 
that belonged to the Americans as Bntish anzcns, 
thus proclaiming its loyalty to the mother country. 
But George III declared the insurrectionists to be 
rebels and sent troops to subdue them. 

The attitude of George III strengthened the 
advocates of independence, known as "patriots." who 
initially were a minority but eventually became 
predominant. 

The first armed actions between the British and 
Amerians in Boston and on the Canadian border 
explain why, only I year after the opening of 
hostilities, a Third Continental Congress meeting in 
Philadelphia would proclaim the independence of the 
United Stales of America. 



The Declaiation of Independence of the United 
States of America 

This declaration was drafted'by a committee that 
inJuded Benjamin Franklin, famous for hisacnvities 
in the field of science and for lus negotiations as a 
diplomat in Europe, and Thomas JefCerson, a famous 
political writer. 
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The fvtimj] Dcwlaijtiun explained ihc ^c^soni> (ha! 
Ud ihc Nvtiih American pcupk to htcak awa> (torn 
LiiglanJ and cnametatcd m detail the a^csMvc acU 

Gcufge whum u (eimed "unfit tu be the lulex 
ot J free Pcupje." *Tlicsc United Colonics,*' it 
vunduded, "are, and of Right uuglit to be Free and 
Independent States; . . . they arc Absolved from al! 
Allegiance to the British 'Crown, and . . .all political 
connection between them and the State of Great 
Britain, is and ought to be totally dissoU^d/* And in 
fulflllment of the resolutions, the members of the 
Congress declared that they pledged their **Iives, 
. . . (their] Fortunes and . . . (their] . . . Honor/' 



The Dcclaiatiun, ivhich icvcrberated ^iruughuut 
the world, pruclaimed three fundamental ptinciplcs. 
The fust states that all men ate endowed b> Cud with 
certain natural rights, such as hfe* liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. These so-called natural- rights 
wuuldjatei be embodied m the French Rcvolutiun's 
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of Citizens. The 
ikCcund dedarcd.that "Governments . . . [denve] then 
just powers from the consent of the governed/' 
Finally, it !»tatcd that it is legitimate to overthrow a 
government by force of arms and establish another in 
its place v^I<en it does not respect natural riglits. 

The Declaration of Independence lifted the spirit:^ 
of the patriots, who had suffered several defeats. A 
year later, in 1777, they won their first major Wctory 
at Saratoga, forcing the surrender of an English arm> 
coming from Canada. 

France v\as eager to avenge the iefeats it had 
buffered in A me Ilea a shoit time before at the hands 
of England, and the cause of American independence 
had been w^l rCwCived there, to the point that some 
nobles, such as the Marquis de Lafayette, had enlisted 
as volunteers in the ranks of the patriots. The victory 
of Saratoga facilitated the diplomatic negotiations of 
Benjamin Franklin in Pans. In 1778 the French 
Government recognized the independence of the 
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Cnited States of America, with which it ^gned a 
treaty of wommei<^» friendship, and alliance. Shortly 
thereafter, Sparn and Holland adhered, and the 
Angl«.>^American conflict became a European one. 
The entrance ot France into the u-ar was decisive, 
since French financial ^nd naval support combined to 
achieve the American victory. 
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The war lasted 5 more years because the^ English 
defended themselves.vigorously in the southern colo- 
nies, where the majority of the large landowners 
sympathized with them. The conflict wzs decided 
when the combined action of the French navy and an 
American army forced Yorktown, in Virginia, to ' 
surrender in 1781. Negotiations culminated in the 
Peace of Versailles, signed in 1783. 

England recognized the independence of the Unit 
ed States of America. 

TIte Cunsutudon of 1787, A Convention meeting 
in Philadelphia drafted the Constitution of 1787 
which, with some amendments, still governs the 
United States of America. 

Tlie Convention named Washington President, and 
the latter *s prudent action contributed to eliminating 
the violent opposition that appeared to impede 
approval of a constitution. 

The Constitution of 1787 created a federal and 
democratic republic, organizing, on the one hand, the 
central governfment with its legislative, executive, and 
judicial powers, and on the other^ the relationships 
among the Stales of the American union. 

This Constitution, because of its democratic and , 
icpublican nature and its structure, which for the first 
time embodied the division of powers, influenced 
Europe through the French Revolution, and the rest 
of America at the time when Latin American inde 
pendence was effected. 
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The Emancipation of the 
United States' 

L Basic Causes of (he Emancipation of the United 
^ States . ' 

2 The Struggle for Independaice in Sorth America 
3. Remits ^ ^ 

1- Basic Causes of (he Emancipation 
of (he United States 

The liberal ideas prevailing durihg the I8th century 
found a particularly fertile field jn which to develop 
in the 13 Enrfish colonies of North America. 

Tlie colonists, particularly those in the central and 
northern colonies, had tried to abolish pulitital and 
social privileges. They had established then own* 
assemblies, elected democraticaI!>, to vote on taxes 
and local laws, though these had to be appioved by 
the English Crown. Two colonies, Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, had obtained the privilege of electing 
their own Governor, while the others continued 
under a Governor and a council imposed by England. 
'The democratic ideas and the spirit of adventure of 
the colonists made them dream of having representa- 
tion in Parliament, to be able to have a voice in the 
decisions regarding the needs of the colonies, both 
administrative and economic. The restrictions on 
commerce'and industry imposed on the colonies, and 
the taxes on foreign trade fixed by the mother 
country, were irritating to the colonisfs.-who were 
familiar with, not only the English tradition 5f 
freedom but the . ideas prevalent in Europe. The 
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decisions of the English Govemnicnt relative tu 
navigation laws and the Law on Commerce were 
frequently violated by the colonists because of the 
distance between jhem and England and the demo- 
cratic spirit fostered and developed by local auton- 
omy. Tlie principles -proclaimed by the English and 
^ French philosophers, asserting that human beings 
^ have the right to happiness, liberty, equality, and 
fraternity, were truths that were felt and embraced 
by the inhabitants of North America, 

The colonists proclaimed their rights whenever 
they -felt sufficiently strong to do so- Consciousness 
of their power and destiny continued to develop 
during the Seven Years' War, in which they had 
participated successfully on the side of the English 
troops, acquiring new experience in militar>» tactics in 
fighting against the Indians and Europeans. 

Tfie English soldiers, toiisidering themselves supe- 
rior to the American volunteers, had frequently 
provoked the indignation of the colonists, who had . 
already demonstrated tliqic effectiveness and skill. 

77/c Seven Years' War in North America - 
(1756 63). Canada or New France, on the one hand, 
and Virginia, on the othet, had coveted for years the 
Ohio Valley. 

The French needed it to travel easily from Canada 
to Louisiai^a. Accordingly, they began the work of 
fortifying along the Ohio, wanting to preserve direct 
communications between their two colonies. The 
colonists of Virginia and Pennsylvania watched the 
French advance with hatted, since they understood 
that if it were permitted, it would be impossible to 
extend (heir own frontiers to the west. In addition, 
commerce in the inten'in .of North America was 
carried out by river navigation, on the Mississippi and 
St. Lawrence Rivers, both of which were conlroHcd 
by France. The English colonists were friendly with 
the Iroquois, owners of the territory of the Six 
Nations. In spite of this, the French advanced along 
the Ohio Valley and built a series of forts showing 
their desire to hold the land through which they 
passed. After a series of clashes between the Frehch 
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and English volorjuis, ihe fonnci took Fort 

2jnia. ivus 6cni u» ncguiiaie t^iih the M/!?nrts uf llic 
loit. Dunng the ulks, a FreeJi offxcei and nine uf his 
men were killed. Ii -aos ne\ci Knuv^n exadlv \vhar 
happened during die enttmulci. Tlje Fienth deJaicd 
II uiai a isurpn^c aUatk. and WasfimgUm assciled he 
had acted in selfHjefcnsc. 

The fcnelj^h Iia^tcned ti» cunbtiud Full Neve^Mly, 
50 kilumeiers fruin Fui; DuquCMie. fn 1754, thc^ 
French attacked it, and iib cummandei. W'aihington. 
had tu withdraw. 

Tlie representatives of tlie colonies and Uic 
lroi|uuis» held a meeting ai Albany, Benjamin Frank- 
hii. the Ameiiuaii phyMciM. tried to convince llie 
coiuniMs to unite and cled a council of defense to 
cfppose I he Ficiich loiiificaiion of the Ohiu. but he 
did nut adncne the dcsned objective. France and 
tndaiid. for tlieii pait. trdered then colonibts to 
defend iheni>c-Ivc$ and sent »«»*jps toieinfoicc them, 

hi the war. t!te hnglish colonists used t!ie Iroquois. 
vvh«» were enemies uf ilic Huroiis anil Chickasaws. the. 
hiiei being liiendly towaid France. At first the war 
went favorably foi the French, who had General 
Municaim. Later it vsenl in favor of the English, led 
by General Wolfe. In succession Acadia, tlie Ohio 
Valley, Quebec, and Montreal fell. Both of tiic 
opposing generals died at Quebec, 

The Treaty ol Pans in 1763 en.ded the contest. 
Canada and the riglu lo the lands east of ilie 
Mississippi, except foi New Orleans, passed from 
France to England. Spain lost Florida lo England, but 
obtained troin France the cession of New Orleans and 
rigliis to the lands west of tlicMississippi. 

The territory of the Alleglieny Mountains, the 
Mississippi Valley, and the Gi eat Lakes weie lescived 
for the Indians. 

No white man could sctile there, nor buy ot sell, 
wiihoui a special pcimit. The latter regulation caused 
discontent among the colonists, who saw their 
future in the west. 

Secure against the French dangei, (hey turned 
their energy to winning then puhtual, industrial, and 
commercial Ireedoni duiing the reign uf George III. 

* ♦ * * ♦ * 

Colonial dncontcnt in Sorth America. George HI, 
with his personahsl regime and his aut»»ciatic atti- 
tude, caused the oulbieak of liuN«»iilj»!S bcl;vccfi ihc 
American coi^.mie'^ and the niufhec countiy 



The discontent, as has been mentioned, was latent 
m a majority of the colonisis," who protested against 
the commercial, industrial, and economic monopoly 
exercised by the English. Tlicy resented the hnposi- 
lion of Governors in almost all cases. Tficysu^c ted 
thai England w^ould end by consolidating the 13 
colonies into a single \'iceroyalty and would impose 
on them a gc.-erning authority and the Anglican 
rcli^on. They objected lo nol being considered 
English citizens and not being allowed to send 
representatives to Parliament. They resented the 
prohibition against colonizing freely thclands snatch- 
ed away from France, 

The Seven Years' War had been very costly. 
George III sought lo utilize the colonists by maintain- 
ing royal officials in the colonies, reorganizing the 
customs to prevent contraband and lo collect effec- 
tively ihc duties, and establishing taxes for the 
maintenance of 10,000 soldiers assignsd to defend 
the frontiers against possible attack by the Indians 
and perhaps the French. 

Foi years the colonists had suffered from the 
English regulations that restricted the creation of 
significant colonial industry, free trade with the 
Antilles and the Spanish colonies, and the direct 
importation of European products. They had been 
forced to carry on contraband trade to save their 
economy. But the creation of the new customs duties 
and taxes to support military expenditures produced 
open rebellion among them. On the other hand. 
Parliament, knowing the deficit in the English finan- 
cial situation, thouglit thai if taxes were imposed on 
the colonist.s, it would not be necessary to raise them 
in England. Accordingly, they accepted the sugges- 
tion of minister George Grenvjllc and imposed new 
duties on coffee, sugar, and molasses that came from 
the Antilles, and wine that came from Madeira. 

Ihe Sjigar Act affected only New England, but the 
Stamp Act of 1765 iTiat applied to all the colonies 
provoked general discontent. 

Acco/3ing to the new law, stamped paper would 
be obligatory for all" legal documents and for news- 
papers. What was collected would serve to maintain 
the English soldiers stationed in America for terri- 
loria! defense, A new law concerning the quartering 
of soldiers, issued in 1765, imposed on the colonists 
the obligation to provide lodging in their homes for 
soldiers coming from England. 

Increasing discontenL The colonists refused lo 
buy the stamped paper. In. Boston a stamp distributor 
was ourncd in effigy. In many towns there were 
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meetings in the streets proicsnn^ apinsi tlie 
employees of the English Government in charge of 
sclh'ng the paper. Tlie local assemblies raised a protest 
to Parliament. Wilham Pitt, in 1766, declared that 
while Ihe Englisli Crown u*as sovereign over the 
colonies in matters of legislation, imposing taxes was 
a fu«ciii;n given tu the House of Commons. The* 
Parliament could impose customs duties to regulate 
commerce, but it did noi have the power to vote 
taxes fur their own sake Franklin appeared before 
the House of Commons lo explain the colonial point 
of view. The Stamp Act was rcpcaled- 

Tlie period of conlenimenl was short. Parliament 
voted *Vustoms duties" that had- to be paid on ilie 
following English manufactures dye*, iron, paper, 
glass. Indes, and tea. upon entry into colonial ports. 

Customs administrative offices were created thai 
were charged with preventing contraband trade, 
which was very common in the colonies. The vio- 
lators were tabe tried not by popular courts, but by 
court-s of admiralty cslablisticd for this purpose. 
Contraband trade maintained thccolonial econom>, 
and Ihe decision by Parliament was a disaster for local 
prosperity In addition, the royal customs officials 
were authorized to enter priv-aie houses in search of 
contraband, which was a violation of the sanctity of 
the home. 

The colonhic. as a sign of protest, stopped buying 
and consuming manufactures coming from England. 

In 1768 Ihe customs service officials confiscated a 
shipment of Madeira wine brought on ihe ship 
"Liberty.*' properly of the colonist John ilancock. 
Ifc fellow citizen:*, who held him in high esieem. 
rebelled at this action. The customs officials asked for 
assisiance from ilie English garrison, while the people 
gathered in a public meeting. The meeting demanded 
expulsion of ihc soldiers and sent circulars to all the 
colonies urging that they organize in defence of 
liberty. 

In 1770 a group of youths insulted a guard in 
Boston, a detachment assembled in defense, and in 
the darkness a crowd attacked the soldiers with rocks 
and snowballs. The soldiers ended by firing against 
the civihans, Foui of them were killed and the 
unfortunate epistnle received tjje name of the Boston 
Massacre The soldier were tried and absolved by a 
courts and this accenit^aicd colonial discontent. 

The English Parliament, tired of the boycott and 
the C€>hmial unrest, wanted to end the unfortunate 
Slate of affairs by permitting* the free importation of 
product!* and manufactures, except for the t;ix on tea« 



But Farliarnent w^s unwilling. to agree lo the with* 

drau^al of the English garrison soldiers. 

, The conciliatory policy u'as not succcssfuL 

The colonists wanted to achieve a complete and 
decisive victory. Accordingly, ihcy opposed this new 
arrangement. They stopped consuming tea and pre- 
vented the unloading of tea in Philadelphia and New 
York. 

!n 1773. three English ships arrived in Boston with 
340 chests of tea. The colonists refused to allow ihc 
lea to be landed, but the Governor of Massachusetts 
- would not permit the ships to depart. A group of 
colonists disguised as Indians boarded the ships and 
threw the chests of tea into the water. England, 
offended, declared the port closed and placed it 
under military control. The King imposed a council 
to govern the colony. Public meetings were not 
permitted without permission of the Governor. Those 
responsible for the uprisings were to be judged 
outside the colony. The port of Boston was not to be 
reopened if the colonists would not permit enforce- 
ment of the laws. General Gage w^as appointed 
Governor of Massachusetts with orders to*apply the 
above laws, which the people in the colonies called 
the "Intolerable Acts." ♦ 

Benjamin Franklin appealed to the colonists to 
pay for the lea thai had been thrown into the sea, but 
the Massachusetts Assembly chose to call for a 
meeting of delegates of all the colonies to be held in 
Philadelphia, lo fix by common agreement the 
position to be taken towards the English Crown. 

77;r I rsf Congress of Philadelphia (17741. It was 
given the name Continental (Congress] bi^cause it was 
composed of delegafcs from 12 of the colonies. Only 
Georgia failed to send delegates. Among the delegates 
were George Washfngton, who had been trained 
militarily and dislniguished himself in the Sevcii 
Years' War, and John Samuel Adams, famous for his 
pubHcations and speeches in favor of "the riglits of 
Americans." The delegates did not show any inten- 
tion -jf sepaMting from the mother country. But they 
put emphasis on human dignity and the riglits of nwii 
and formed a vigilance committee in each city, 
charged with preventing :iiiporiation of English mer- 
chandise into the cgilonies. The vigilance was to 
extend ovei all citi/ehs to slop anyonp from buying 
prohibited nunufsctures. The respective Confinitiees 
of Correspondence reviewed the books of the mer- 
uhants in each Lolon> and carried on coinniuiiicaijoiis 
with other committees. To achieve their piirpost the 
colonials awquired arms and organi/ed their own 
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mihtios. It wjs natural that Genera] Cage wuuld 
intervene. He sent a Culunel Smith tu seue a puwdei 
depot at Concurd, neai Boston, and to take Samuel 
Adams and John Hantock pnsoners^ as the> were 
supposed to be in the region. 

Some the colonists learned of the oidei. One of 
thcni, Paul Revere^ rode through the countryside 
during the night, aleiimg the militia leaders to attack 
the English. 

Tlie culonisis decimated ternbly the arm> of 
Colonel Smith, uliich had tried to retire in good 
order. ^ 

^The first important encounter had occurred. The 
war between the colonists and the mother country 
had now started. 

2. The Struggle for Independence 
in North America 



In 1776, in spite of his limited forces, Washington 
succeeded in forcing Lord Howe out of Boston. 

iMeanwhile, two sides were forming among the 
wolonists. Tlie first favored the King, wanting to 
remain united uith England. The second, the Patriots, 
fought openlv for a break uith the mother country 
and for national independence. Pamphlets, periodi- 
cals, and orators promoted this idea. An English 
writer residing in America, Thomas Paine, proclaimed 
independence in an infian^matory book. Common 
Sense. There was civil strife 'and fighting iri the 
streets. The colonial Whigs imposed severe reprisals 
against the Tories or Loyalists. 



(Picture) Gcttr^c Washm^ton. 



Vie Second Congress of Philadelphia (1775). - This 
second congress was named the Second Continental 
Congress. It was composed of a select number of 
delegates distinguished for their intelligence, enthusi- 
asm, and patriotism. Among them were Washington, 
the Adamses, the Cces. Hancock, Franklin. Jefferson. 
Dickinson, and others. They asserted again that the 
colonies had no mtention of separating from the 
English Crown. Rather they were interested m de- 
fending iheir native land, natural rights, and liberty. 
The hostile activity toward the mother country 
would cease when it would respect the colonists. 
Since armed clashes had begun, it was necessary to 
elect a commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, 
George Washington was elected. 

George Washmgton (1732-99), born in Virginia, 
was a rich plantation owner belonging to one of the 
most distmguished families of the country. He was 
brave, haru-working. prudent, and intelligent. He had 
studied land survey mg. and had served in Virginia as a 
mihtary officer and as a member of the legislature. He 
enjoyed an impeccable -reputation and great personal 
popularity. His designation was applauded and sup- 
ported by the majority. He was to become the most 
distinguished of the founders of North American 
independence. Washington put all his energy into 
orgaut/jng his Cuniigeiiial Army, overcoming enor- 
mous dift'icuhies, because the volunteer soldiers 
frequently, afier a few months of mihtary training, 
returned to their personal pursuits. 



Tlie Third Congress of Philadelphia and the Decla- 
ration of Independence of the United States 
(1776). George III organized a new army, composed 
in part of mercenary troops, who were almost 
entirely German. 

The feehngs of the colonists, as English subjects, 
v/ere offended. They saw a new offensive by the 
English Crown conducted with foreign troops sent to 
fight against them. They felt relieved of all brotherly 
union with England and repudiated its system and 
government. 

Washington openly declared himself in favor of 
independence and in. favor of a republic. The third 
congress in Philadelphia invited the colonists to form 
a new government because in the hearts of the 
majority was the idea that they must not recognize an 
authority dependent on the English Court. The 
Loyalists or Tories, who favored the King, were 
disarmed, and the Governors were deprived of office. 

Each colony elected a group of individuals forming 
a convention charged with drawing up its own 
constitution. 

Tliw colonies transformed themselves into inde 
pendent states o; republics (May 1776).^ 

The Declaration of Rights or Constitution of 
Virginia was accepted by all the colonies and served 
later as the model for the Declaration of Rights of the ' 
French nation. In it were recognized the natural right 
to life and liberty, the sovereignty of the people to 
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elect their leaders, who -^vre charged with working 
* for the common welfare and security of the nation, 
arid the separation of the three powers of govern- 
ment. 

Vie Declaration of /Kdepcifdencc of the United 
States. -It was drafted by the great Virginia writer, 
Tliomas Jefferson, and revised by men of culture and 
political ability. The Declaration, directed to the 
entire world, was signed on July 4, 1776. 

The Declaration is based on the prniciples of the 
great thinkers of the I8th century and affirms: 

a. God has created all men equal and given ihem 
inalienable rights: life, liberty, and the pursuit 
.of happiness. 

b The sovereigrl people must elect their leaders, 
who will protect the inalienable rights of man. 

c. The government derives its just power from the 
consent of the governed, but it may be over- 
thrown and replaced by another when it does 
net respect natural rigiits. 

^ The Declaration of Independence concluded with 
an enumeration of griexjnces against the King and 
ParHament and declared, as a consequence, the 
freedom and independence uf the 13 colonies. 

The Congress had verv limited powers. It lacked 
money for arms, munitions, and clothing for the 
volunteers, who also had to be paid. 

To the 16,000 men it succeeded in recruitmg, it 
promised land as a reward when the war was ended. 
The majority of the colonists continued cultivating 
their lands. Many turned to manufacturing. 

Vie Colonial Army, It was composed of volun- 
tcer^ with no military experience. Washington himself 
asserted that being good shots, they would shoot well 
from behind a wall, but never atiack in a.i open field 
or stand up to formal combat. Being familiar with 
their own terrain, its plains, rivers, and woods, they 
carried on something more like a guerrilla struggle 
against the cnerny than a true war They distinguished 
themselves by rapid assault maneuvers. 

77/c English Army. It was larger and better 
equipped It was composed uf a naval fleet and a land 
army. 

It possessed experienced military leaders, which led 
to the belief that ihe> would be able to put down the 
insurrectionists quickly. 

Inrst phase of the (1776-771 -The Hnglish 
attacked the country from the north, the east, and 
the south, trying to use the rivers to establish 
^ dominance. 



Washington anticipated this maneuver and defend- 
ed the Hudson River brilliantly. After 2 years of 
fighting, he achieved the victory of Saratoga (1777) 
over his enemy. In spite of the triumph, thc'American 
army was cxliausted. Its soldiers lacked shoes, blan- 
kets, and clothing. Many militiamen deserted, taking 
their guns with them. 

77/e Frejich intervention in the Anglo-American 
co;//7/c/.--France'had not forgiven England for having 
wrested^away its colonies. 



(Pfclure } Marquis dc La I-'amtc. aJ( */t5t tvs 

The American uprising awoke eiithusiasnr in. tKc 
French, who saw in it a possibility for confronting 
and humiliating their enemy. Clioiseul, minister of 
Louis XVI, worked actively fur 3 years to reorganize 
the army and the navy. The insurrection of the North 
American colonies, who espoused the ideas of tlie 
European philosophers, were commented upon and 
applauded, in spite of the fact that Fiance still 
main:ained an absolutist regime. The enthusiasm for 
the American cause rose sharply with the arrival of 
three representatives ^f the Congress seeking French 
support. Among them was Benjamin Franklin 
(1706-90), a physicist of the first order and a _ 
distinguished diplomat. His* presence was the best 
propaganda for the cause of liberty. Many young 
noblemen went to assist the colonists. Among them 
was Joseph Paul de Sanit Roch, Marquis de La 
Fayette (1759-1834), who chartered a ship at his own 
expense to take a good many French volunteers to 
America. Tlie colonist Silas Deaneand the playwright 
Beaumarchais established the business concern, 
llortalez and Company, to send munitions to Ameri- 
ca. On February 6, 1778, some months after the 
victory at Saratoga, the French Government signed a 
treaty with the rebellious colonies and promised not 
to abandon them until their independence was 
recognised. This treaty of offensive and defensive 
friendship also had commercial clauses. France and 
the colonies also agreed that they would not sign a 
separate peace treaty. 

France immediately sent money, arms, clothing, 
and a small army under the command of Jean 
Baptiste Rochanibeau. 
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Tlie League .ff Scutralitx {TSOl Cjilieiinc Uuf 
Russia formed with Denmark and Sweden j league of 
armed neutialt(> that maintained ihat (he meuhant 
>hips of the nun belh^cicnt natams wuuld c^jiilinuc 
theii commercial relations with the nations involved 
in the war- Holland later joined them. 

Spain and the Anglo-American conflicL-Spzin, 
joined witli Prance by a family alliaiice and becau^ 
of her enmity toward England, entered the war on 
the side of the colonics. 

, Spain's tlect, well equipped, left Havana and uc«.u 
pted Florida. 

The seeond phase of the war ( J 778 SI h The 
money, arms, and munitions from France gave new 
hopes to the cOloni:>ts, whu resisted the English 
attack at various-points. 

In Virginia, the English cntien^hed themselves, 
protected b> a majorit> uf thusc colonists who were 
loyal to the British Crown. 

Tlie French fleet blockaded Virginia. General 
Rochambeau beseiged General Cornwalli:>, whu had 
concentrated his forces in Yorktown, 

Washir.i^ton, after having attacked Gen. Hcnr} 
Clinton in the north, ended b> uniting with 
Rochambeau Yorktown capitulated in Octobei 
1 ''81. The English Govcrnmcni asked fui peace. 

The colonists, fearful that fran^e would demand 
for itself the Mississippi territory, began sepaiate 
pcacc negotiations England, in 1782, le^^^gnized the 
uolonists as the independent United States and agiecd 
to turn over all the lands of the Mississippi. 

The Peace of Versailles (1783). The Europeans 
had dreamed of defeating England. When the 13 
culonies withdiew fiom the stiugglc, it became 
necessary to suspend hostilities. The Treat> of 
Versailles of September 13, 1783^ recogni/.ed- 

a. The mdependence of the ^English colonies of 
North America and the Mississippi territory. 

b. The return of Minorca and Florida to Spam. 

c. The return to France of tFie five cities it had 
lost in India during the Seven Years* War, 
Tobago and Saint Lucsa in the Antilles, the 
islands of Saint Pierre and Mtquelon, fishing 
riglits m Newfoundland, the island of Gorea, 
and Senegal in Africa. 

The greatest diplomatic triumph of France was to 
erase from the Trcat> of L'trecht the clause specifying 
that Dunkirk must be demolished. Holland agreed to 



letuin Negapatam to the English and to permit them 
free navigation of the Indian Ocean. 

in ^pite of the fact that England sought to 
guaiantec lu itsloval colonists then piopeity lights* 
this attempt was not successful. 



3. Results 

Tiie independence of the United States had an 
cnoimou^ effect m Amenca.and.in Europe. The road 
to achieving liberty and the natural riglits of man had 
been charted. The absolute monarchies and autocracy 
entered a period of decline. 

The colonies of Hispanic America watched with 
interest the separation of the English colonies from 
then mothei country. Creoles and mestizos felt their 
spirit of independence strengthen, but they were 
aware that it was not the opportune moment to rebel. 

England. ->The Tory Party and the ephemeral royal 
autociacy were replaced by the Whig Party and the 
triumph of Parliament. England, defeated overseas, 
was soon able to recover. It retained the colony of 
Canada wlieie it accepted its colonists. In spite of the 
wai, the commerce of the colonies had not been 
compIetel> interrupted and both England and the 13 
colonies piomptl> enjoyed its mutual benefits. 

France. The expenses resulting from the war 
ruined the financial position of Fiance, which found 
^itself in a deploiable condition. Tlie monarchy, by 
supporting a democratic and liberal movement, 
undermined its own principles of absolutism and the 
divine nght of kings. The French soldiers returning 
fioin theii expedition and some of the loyalists who 
emigiated to France espoused the new republican 
ideas and proselytized among the rationalists. 

Charles III, in supporting the movement of 
insurrection of the American colonists, cast the first 
stone of the future wars for the independence of his 
. colonies. His short-lived territorial victory was going 
to cost the Spanish nation dearly. Tlie [American] 
colonists, who had viewed with bitterness the activi' 
ties of France in the Mississippi region, looked 
unfavorably on the Spanish colonies to the west of 
the great river and the Spanish dominion in Florida. 

The United States. The majority of the rich and 
powerful colonists, at the beginning of the contest, 
sympathized with the thinking of England. At the 
end of the contest, the winners refused to give 
clemenc> to these Tones or Loyalists, and they 
emigiated to Canada and to Europe. 
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The ecunumy the colonics \vai> altered litile 
during the u^r, sfn^rcriJic great majority (of the 
colonists] continued cuhivating tlie land and dedi- 
cating themselves to sniaJI'indusiry and commerce. 
Contraband trade continued on a large scale, Tobat 
CO. among other"" things, continued to reach the 
Engli<»h chores. 

Agrici»'«ure received a new stimulus al'tcr the war 
from the ideas on cultivation tJiat the Frendi brougfit 
to the colonists. TIic confiscation of the large estate^ 
of the Loyalists, which were divided into small 
parcels destined for those who had been volunteer^, 
marked a notable change in the agrarian econoin> of 
the country Industry had to expand, since England 
souglit to restrict the sending of manufactures neces- 
sary for daily life. Even the rich had to accept what 
the local factories of the country could provide them. 

In addition lo civilijn indu!>tries. a gicat slhnulus 
was given to industry for military needs, since not all 
that the volunteers needed could be received from 
abroad. 

Social changes During the colonial period, in 
spite of the democratic tendencies prevailing in some 
States, there were families like tlie Pcnns and the 
Calverts that considered themselves infinitel> superioj 
to the rest Tlie War for Independence destroyed, in 
part, these prejudices of nobility and caste, bringing 
together all the patriots committed to a common 
undertaking. The system of primogeniture was 
definitively abolished in 1782. 

In 1775, a campaign against slavery was begun. 
The most important centers of the movement, at the 
time of independence, were Rhode Island and Penn- 
sylvania, But realization (of Pts aims] would be 
delayed for many years yet. 

The Protestant sects, cutting their ties with 
England, were transformed into Anieritan thurthcs. 
Nationalism thus entered all fields. 
Years of hidcchion (nS3-87J. Wliile democrat) 
was on the march, ihere remained serious problems to 
be solved, among them the A^onsolidatiun of indepen 
dence by means of a s>stem of government that 
would defend the 13 colonies, leaving thcjn at the 
same tune free and sovereign the colonics, united jn 
the sffuggic lor a common ideal, were n>t yet at 
peace The aristocratic and agricultural Sl:ite!> of the 
South, the commercial interests of the Center and 
North, and the democrats of the frontier had to 
overlook their own interests and join together in 
works of common defense. 

The Stales. confederated since J 78 1, officially had 



iiothmg more tiian a Congress of delegates who had 
atled in the name of everyone dunng the War for 
Independence. But this Congress, m time of peace, 
had nil power to issue laws, declare war. com money, 
or impose ta.\es. Tlie> had comiiiitled themselves to 
paying the volunteer imlitia and the debts of the 13 
colonies, and they had no money to do so. In the 
end. the soldiers rioted. Tlie Congress in 1 783 had to 
leave Piiiladelphia. George Washington succeeded in 
convincing the soldiers to accept credits instead ol 
money. He dismissed the troops, resigned as 
commander-in-chief in 1783, and returned to his farm 
in Virginia. Tlie Congress, \vithout enougli 
representative!* to delibeiatc. suspended lih mectiinis 
in 1784. 

Each State had an autonomous government, with 
its local laws and its own money. Each one began to 
print paper money, but to obiain English -flierchan- 
disc it had to pay/ with metallic money- SoJ>Hs4Iic 
metallic money disappeared from the market and 
foreign merchants refused to carry on coniniercial 
transactions with the colonists. The debt contracted 
by the Congress was $42 nullioii. They paid no 
interest on it except to the foreign creditors, which 
outraged the creditors within the country. Industry 
and commerce suffered most, though at firs/, the 
shortage of money was not felt. Later it was lelt m all 
its gravity all across the country^de. 

The Slates began among themselves a fearsome 
campaign of commercial boycotting and charging 
customs duties. ^ 

In the North, very powerful commercial firms were 
formed. In all areas discontent, fear, and hatred were 
felt. 

In 1786, the economic crisis extended to the 
countryside of western Massachusetts when the farm- 
ers had no more livestock w;jh which to pay their 
debts. 

The English had not yet evacuated all of the Ohio 
re^on. The farmers felt uneasy with the Brijish and 
Spaiiis^h pre.sence interrupting their commerce on the 
(Great) Lakes, the St, Lawrence, and the Mississippi. 

The question aro!>e of Ihe division of the lands 
located between the Allegheny Mountains and tfie 
Mississippi. All the western StMcs wanted to colonue 
these lauds, regaidle^s of whether they hiid any riglii 
to them. In 1787 the Ohio Company, established in 
Boston, obtained a coiicesMon from Congress to split 
up the region uito vaiious territories (hat would each 
be administered by a Governor as long as it remained 
spar2>ely ptipulated- Upon attaining 50,000 inhabi- 
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{jiti^« J tctfituty v\tiuiJ be Ujiibluciucd iitio a State 
aiiJ enter the Union. 



iPiciure] iUufr^c Wahhm^itm and the Jirsr cabvict 
mcmbcn ttf the Lnitt J States. Tlumas Jefferson, 
Alexander Hamilttm, Henry Kn*KX. and tdmund 
Rand* tlph. 



Creatht/i ofl the f ederal c \crnment. Geuige 
Wa>!iiii2^t4i{t, iff v\iiiiiii li wa^ ^jJf ili^.t lie v\aS**Hi5t in 
war. first m pca^c, and first in the hearts uf his 
vuuntivnieii/' Alexaiidei H>KniItun, and Benjamin 
\ lanklin uiiJef tiiuklh^r^fKiinums ta!»k uf uniting tile 
2.> vtiluiiicik, divided aiiiung themselves, iiitu a siii^e 
liahtiii. Seven >cais Iiad been ample tu deniuiutiate 
the madequacres of a. confederation that was, from 
the puhti^al and juiidical puiiit uf vievv.inerelv the 
hinttcd lepicsciilative uf an assuciatiun uf iiidepen> 
« dent States.' In 1787 the colonics agreed to the 
eIev|M«K i»f a Cuiistilununal Cunvcntiun tliat *vas 
Jtarged with drafting the Constitution ^of tLe i3 
States. The convention met m Philadelphia. 

Hw Constitution of I7S7. Wasliington was elcci- 
ed pie.Mdeiit ut ilicvCuiiventiun. fhs patiiutlsm, hts 
ivi^duin, and hi.N ei|uaiiinniy weic tlie best guaiatitee 
uf the uutcume uf tlie undertaking. 

Tlie agreeinenls reacted in 1787 stil! exist, aside 
hum MMiie icfuims, even in uui time, in spilc uf tlie 
ecunumi^ ^nd social changes the nattuii this experi- 
enced. 

A fedeial guveiiuiieiU vva^ ciealed tutiansfuiin tlie 
I? cuIunlc^ intu uiic iiatiun vvitli respect tu fuicjgn 
countries. 

The lavv^ i^>sued b> tlie f'cdcial Guvcrnmcnt apply 
in matte IS uf wai, peace, tite aini>, tlie navy, money, 
cumnicicC. weiglits and measures, tlio mail, and 
customs controls. 

The fcdeial anil deniuciatic lepublic lias un the 
one hand a central government wiCli legislative, 
executive, and judicial puweis. On tlie othei Iiand,it 
respects tlic lucal government m cjch State, and il 
estabhblies ihe leijtiuns tliat shuuld exist amung tlie 
States. 

The executive turner. -T\\h is represented by a 
President, selected by indirect vote of as many 
electors from each Slate as the Kcpresentafives and 
Senators sent tu Congress, flis tcim of office is 



4 years and he may be reelected. He has the power to 
appoint and remove his cabinet secretaries. In case of 
resignation, death, or removal of the President, the 
Vice President succeeds to the reins of-governinent. 

77ie legislative power.^li is represented by the 
Senate, composed of two members for each State 
occupyini* their seats for 6 years, and by the House o[ 
Representatives, elected in proportion to the number 
of inhabitants, and their term of office is for only 
2 years. The two chambers constitute the Congress, 
and it is its duty to make the laws referring to the 
army, the navy, foreign relations, the national debt, 
taxes, coinage uf money, commeice, mail, customs 
icgulatiuru), v\ciglits and measures, naturali^atiun of 
loieigners, icvisiun of boundaries among the States, 
and the annexation uf new States tu the natiunal 
tcintury. The uriginal States, numbeiing 13, are 
represented by stripes uf the natiunal fijg, and the 
piescnt numbei uf States are leprcscntcd by the 49 
stars adorning il. 

77if judieial fMver. It is composed of a Supreme 
Couit and sUch sccundary cuuits as CoiigiCas may 
deem it necessary to establish. 

The three pov^c'rs^rc independent and their 
responsibilities are not overlapping. 

Thejituendmans, Tlic members of the Constitu 
tional Assembly understood that it was necessary to 
have'a certain flexibility in the Constitution so that it 
could be adapted to the needs of the future. This led 
to the procedure of amendments, mentioned in one 
of its chapters. This permits additions, deletions, and 
modifications when Congress, representing the sove 
reign will of the people, considers it necessary. 

The Statcsr of the federation commit themselves 
mutually to respect each other, to reco;?r.i/.e the same 
rights for the citizens of all States, and to preserve 
forever the republican form of government. 

!mws on rights and guarantees. -Ihcsc laws 
appear as the first amendments tu the Constitution, 
at the request of Massachusetts. They declare the 
riglit to freedonr of thought, press, belief, assembly, 
and the riglit of petition before competent authority. 

The Constitution of 1787, democratic in its 
principles, elaborated along the ideas of thb natural 
rigtits of man, served as a model, for the future 
republican constitutions of the European and Ameri 
can continents. It is the most typical example of the 
concepts of the liberals of die 18th century. 

The first President of the American nnion was 
George Washington, 

The United States, ti)/on creation in 1800 of the 



federal Disinci of Columbia, gav«j the lunie of 
lifaeralor to the ullicui capital ui the Anierican 
union. 

Conclusions 

1. The nidependence of the English colonies of North 
Amenca resulted from economic and cultural 
lactors. 

2. Tfic colonists used the "'natural n^iis uf ni.in** lo 
formulate a list of gnevances againsl the British 
Crown. 

3 The first and second congresses at Philadelphia 
opposed royal autocracy. Only the third declared 
the separation of the colonics fium the Bntish 
nation. 

4, Tlie Governments of France and Spain supported 
the insurrectionists because of their rivalry with 
England. - 

5, Many French liberals supported the revolutionary 
ideas of the insurrectionists, enlisting in their ranks 
and providing them with money, arms, and nmni- 
tions. 

6, The recognition of the Anierican union by France 
and Spain mtluenced the French Revolution and 
the independence of the Hispanic American colo- 
nies. 

The first ycdis after the var brouglit the colonies a 
series of difficulties that were economic, social, 
and political in nature. 
^. The Declaration of the RigJilsof Man, of the Slate 
of Virginia, and the Constitution of 1787 ex- 
pressed the liberal philosophical ideas of the 18th 
century. 



Readings 

L Declaration of Independence of the United States 
******* 

Nor luve \Vc been wanting; in attention t> our BnttsJi 
brethren. Wc have warned them from time to time of 
attempts by llicir Icgislaliirc to extend an unwarrantable 
junsdiciion over U5, Wc have reminded tlicm of the circum- 
stances of our emigration nnd settlement here. Wc have 
appc«ilcd to their n;itivc justice and .na^jnanimity, and wc 
have conjured them by the tic^ of our common kindred to 
disavow tliesc Usurpjitinn- which, would inevitably Interrupt 



our connections and C4irr.;3pyndcnce. Thc>- too Iiavc been 
deaf 10 the xo'wc of ja^stice and of consan-uinity. Wc must, 
therefore, actjuicsce in the necessity, which denounces our 
Separation, and hold then, as wc hold the rest of msnkind. 
demies in War. m Peace I nends. 

Wc, therefore, the Hepresentativesofihc United States of 
.America, in Genera! Confess, Assembled, appealing to ilic 
Supreme Jud^e of the World for ihc rectitude of our 
intentions, do. in the Name, and by Authority of the good 
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, Tliat 
these ITaited Colonies arc, and of Ri^t ou^ii lo be Free and 
Independent Stales; that they arc Absolved from aU Allegi- 
ance »o ihe liritish Crown, and that all political connection 
beittc-n them and the State of Grcai Britah,i$and oughi u 
be lotally dissolved; and thai as Free and Independent States, 
they have fuH Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract 
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and 
Tliines which Independent States may of nghi do. And for 
the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance un the 
Proteciion of Diune Providence, \\v mutually pledge to each 
other our Lives, yur Ioitune> and our sacred Honor, " 

(Tliomxs JeiTer^on. Bcnpnnn I ranklin. John Adams) 



2. Good Government 

* * . * * * ' * < 

--.a uise and frupl Government, Which shall restrain 
men from injuring one another, shall leave them otherwise 
free to regulate their owti pursuits of indusiry and improve- 
ment, and shall not take from ihe mouth of labor the bread it 
has earned Tin's is the sum of good govcrnmeni, and this is 
necessary to close the circle of our felicities. . . . 

[from) }ci'\CT$on*s liiau^iui Address l\HO\\ 



3. International Justice 

* ^ * * * ^ ^ 

Observe ^ood faith and justice toward all nations. 
Cultivate peace and harmony with all. Religion and morah'ty 
enjoin this conduct, and can it be that good policy does not 
cfiually enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlijihtencd, 
and, ai no distant period, a ^reat nation, to give to mankind 
the magnanimous and too novel example of a people always 
guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. 

\Vl)o can doubt that, in the course of time and (hln^ts, the 
fruits of such a plan would richly repay any temporary 
advantages that mi^^ht be lost by a steady adherence to it? 

Can it be, that Providence has not connected (he 
permanent felicity of a nrftion wilh its virtue? 

The experiment, at least, is recommended by every 
sentiment which ennobles human nature. 

IlromI Washington's I 'arc wdf Address (17%) 
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Suggested Exercises 



1. Map of Canada and the United States indicating 
th^phio Valley. 

2. L4st the principal factors that caused the emanci- 
pation of the United States. 

3. Give a bncf iJ)ic uf ihc pnncipal develupmcnts 
of the War for Independence of the United 
States. 

4. Factors that motivated France and Spain to 
provide support to the insurgent colonists. 



5. Biographies: Washington^ Franklin. Brief sum- 
mary of the ideas of Jefferson. 

6. List the principal points of agreement reached by 
the first, second, and third congresses at Phila- 
delphia. 

7. List the repercussions that resulted in France 
from the monarchy's support of the American 
union. 

8. Reading of excerpts from the Constitution of the 
United States. 

9. Factors causing the creation of the American 
federal govemment. 

10. Map of the United States in 1787. 
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6. CANADA 



A British North America Survives 
the American Revolution^ 

til December. 1773, jusi a few monrlis before the 
Quebec Acl^ was passed, a si range event took place 
whicji was to have an jnexpcctcd effect in Canadian 
lu's(.€iiy. Three ships loaded with tea were lying in 
Boston harbour whei* a party dre*sed as Indians 
boarded them and lhre\/-the cargoes overboard. This 
was the famous Boston Tea Party, and it started a 
crisis which ended in the An:2rican Revolution and 
created the United Stales as in independent counliy. 
But if the American Revolution created the United 
Slales. it was scarcely less of a turning-point in 
Canadian history, for Quebec. Nova Scotia, and 
Newfoundland refused to join the Revolution, and 
following it they received from tlie Thirteen Colom'cs 
a new migration of LoyrMsts who left most important 
effects in Canada's development. 

The Causes of the American Revolution 

Wliat then were the causes of the American 
Revolution? It useJ to be argued that die Revolution 
was caused by the tyranny of the British government 
in Ihe years following the Seven Years' War, Th'S 
simple explanation is no longer acceptable. Historians 



^Compjlcrs' Nofe,-f rc»m Gcori^e W. Biown*5 Building 
Tltc Canadian Sation ucv. cdj. Torumu, J.M. Dent & Sons 
(Canada) Limited 1958 Pp 184-93, 195-96, and 202-03. 
Reproduced ullh permission from J.M. DcnJ &. Sons 
(Canada) Limited. The material is designed for the lOlhycar 
of a 12- or 13-ycar primary-secondary school cycle, but i<i 
used ax other grade levels a$ well. (Original in tngb?h.) 

'^Compilers' Notc^The Quebec Act of the British Parlia- 
ment expanded the territory of Quebec to include the area 
bctuccn the Ohio and Missmippi Riverf, most o| wnithwas 
claimed by *cvcra! of the then X.tt^\\\h wolunics jlong the 
Atlantic seaboard (Sec p 32 for accompanying map, 
*'P/ovinccofniicbcc, 1774/') 



now recognize that the British colonies wrc thn 
freest in the world, and that their people had riglits 
and liberties, such as elected assemblies and trial by 
juiy, which were enjoyed in no other empire. But if 
the British government was not guflty of tyranny, it 
was guilty, as we shall see, of a failure to understand 
the real difficulties of the situation. Unfortunately, 
^he 1760s ',vere a decade of weak and divided 
leadership in England, and the government showed a 
bungling^ itupidity wliich inWted disaster no less 
surely than tyranny would have done. 

In 1763, the Empire had just <:ome through the 
most costly and dangerous struggle in its Iiistory,and 
in spite of victory there had been serious weaknesses. 
The laws of Parliament regulating trade had been 
broken in the colonies even by trading with the 
enemy, and the burden of defence had been very 
unequally shared: some colonics had given generous 
assistance, while in others the assenibliesiiad done 
little if anything. To cure these defects it seemed 
reasonable, even to many people in the colonies, (hat 
some reorganization should take place. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the British government did not work 
out its plans carefully or make them clear to 
American leaders with the result that misunderstand- 
ing and resentment arose. 

The i.c^^mmtni's first step was the Proclamation 
of 1763. Poniiac*s rising had just swept over the West, 
and the plan of forbidding settlers to go beyond the 
Allcghanles [sic] seemed wise at the moment. Never- 
theless, many important colonial landholders like 
George Washington were seriously disturbed by the 
Proclamation Line which hemmed the Tlurteen Colo- 
nies in, and threatened to block their growth. 

The British government followed the Proclamation 
by two other steps which brought a serious crisis. Tlie 
first was the decision to enforce the laws of Pariia- 
ment controlling the trade of the Empire, the 
Navigation Acts as they were called. Smuggling had 
been rampant, but to enforce the la .vs without giving 
the colonies more freedom in their trade would be a 
severe blow to their prosperity and was bound to 
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A British North America Survives 
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Province o/ Oue^ec,m4 The Pe^ce Tred/y o/ /7SZ 



Within twenty years. 1763-17S3, there were crowded four boundary settle- 
ments which have an importantplcce in Canadian history. The first and fourth 
were caused by wars, the Seven Years' War (Map 1) and the American Revo- 
lution (Map 4). The other two resulted from attempts made by the British 
government to sotve the difficult problems of Canada and the control of the 
western country. 
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cau!«.* Irooble. Tfie secund step wjs ihe piuposal ^fa 
new plan for tfcfenci; by winch large prnsons would 
be ^iaiiuned in America in tcntrul rhe Indians and 
the \Ve<r Brilain uas lu pay Iwo ihirds of ihc cosi. 
the cvhmi^^ imly one-lhird. To raise the neccssar>' 
inuney the famum Stamp Act of 1765 w^s passed, 
and b> it for the liisi iime a direct lax u^s levied on 
the colonics by ftarliamenl. The Act brou^t a storm 
of argument and rioling. The colomsis protested 
apimt tlie ^'rights of Enclxshmen" bcmg taken from 
them, and raised the cry so familiar in English 
history. "No taxation without representation/' Hit, 
whose genius had saved the Empire in the Seven 
Years' War, wiarned Parliament in the most solemn 
terms against threatening the hberty of Uie colonies. 
"I rejoice/' he declared, **that America has resisted." 
Tlie Bntish government bowed to the storm and the 
Stamp Act vv^ repealed after a year, but it was 
followed by taxes on tea, glass, and painters' colours. 
TIie:>e loo aiouscd opposition and then like the 
. Stamp Act were repealed in 1770. except for the tax 
on tea wluch foolishly kept in order to show that 
Parliament had the right to levy such taxes. Thus the 
British government in its attempts to reorganize the 
Empire had succeeded by 1770 only in creating 
ilt-will and a fear that colonial liberties and rights of 
self-government were in dangei. 

Two cau^e^ of ihc Revolu!ii»n have been 
sujj^CNted ihe difficulty of reorganizing a vast and 
complex empire after the Seven Yean*' War and tlie 
mfoiake!* in judgment i4 the British government, A 
third mu>i be added, the feelings of strength and- 
^lurdy independu'iice which hjd resulted from over a 
cen!trr> of ^-rMwth. The Tliirtt-cn Culomes were no 
loni:t;r in (heu infaiia % Tlieir people numbered over 
tv,o milliMfi and man> of tlicni had never vecn 
tnjdand. The colonies were American in their spirit 
and in their wavs nf hving. Mnret»ver. the French 
menace wa^ removed after 1763 and the colonies no 
longer fell dependent on England's aid. This did not 
mean that they wished for independence. The great 
?najorit\ of the c«»!onhts were luyal. even after tiie 
Sldinp Act. Thev were primd of the Empire and its 
hhcrties hut to destroy chose liberties wtis to invite 
dfHjsier. Edmund Burke, the great Member of Parlia- 
ment. undcrstHod this, hut few in England were 
wilhng lo hstcn to hini« "Slavery tiiey can have 
anywhere. But freedom." he declared, "they can have 
from none hut yoih f)en> liiem tins frccdcun and you 
break thai sole h/»nd which must preserve the anily 
«»f the tmpire," 



M 
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. In the years lollowing the Stamp Act a small 
minorif v of radicals bcpn to work for independence. 
Tf5?y watched for eveiy.opportunity of stirring tip 
trouble, and their great chance came'in 1773. In tliat 
year the Briiisli government gave the East India 
Company a monopoly of exporting tea to America. 
Tea. because it had been taxed, was a delicate subject 
in the Colonics and this action w^as widely resented, 
especially by .the Colonial merchants, many of whom 
now lost their trade in tea. Tlie radicals immediately 
seized the opportunity of making a crisis, and in 
Boston it vv'ds this group wlio stzgtd the Boston Tea 
Tarty. 

The Boston Tea Party was a lawless act, but now, 
if ever, uias the time for a carcfpl and wise policy. 
Instead, the British government closed Boston har- 
bour until the tea should be paid for. and took other 
repressive measures.! A flame of opposition spread 
from one end of the Thirteen Colonics to the other. 
Men were already arming, and early in 1775 the first 
sfiots were fired at Lexington and Concord near 
Boston when a force of British redcoats, sent to look 
for hidden arms, was attacked. Socfii General Gage 
and his Bntish army were hemmed in at Boston, and 
in June a battle in which Gage was defeated w^s 
fou^t at Bunker Hill. Even yet there was time for 
compromise, but tempers were hot and neither side 
would go far enougli to win a peaceful settlement. A 
Continental Consiress with representatives from all 
the colonies had already been called together at 
Pliiladelphfa. and during the autumn and winter of 
1775-76 extreme opinions rapidly gained ground in 
it. Finally, on July 4, 1776, the Declaration of 
Independence was issued. The breach was complete. 

Quebec, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland Refuse To 
Join the Revolution 

Nowhere wa^ the Revolution watched more anx- 
iously than in the provinces north of the Tiiirtcen 
Colonies. Would tiiey join m it or would they remain 
loyal to the Empire? Newfoundland was the furthest 



Thc^e Jtci« wcrtr called in the Thirteen Colonics the 
'intolerable Ac(«/' The Ouchcc Act. bcin;^ parsed ai the 
^.Tie time, rhtis )int info bad company and was denounced as 
violently j% ihercHt. 
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jiway. -jnd jii pcuplc had alwavs been attached to 
BiiUin. The> had nu !uvc for ihc Ncu England 
fiU^iermen whu came lo then shores, and in 1776 
when Quebec was imaded il was the UmQ\y arnval of 
a corps of Newfuundland vulunleers (hat helped lo 
savcihe day. 

In Nova Scotia the situation was vei> different. 
Heic a large majurit> of the settlers were from New 
England, and natuiall> man> of .tlicm s>mpathized 
with the Revolution, The feeling was, how e\ci, never 
strong enougii to cause an open outbreak. The 
settlements were scattered, and most of the people 
probably wisiicd to be left alone, like tliose of 
Yarmouth who made the following statement: "We 
du all uf us profess to be true Friends and Loyal 
Subjects to George our King. Wc were almost all of us 
f'orn in New England, ^ve have Fathers, Brothers and 
Sisters in diat Countr>. Divided between natural 
attection lo our neatest relations, and good Fuith and 
Fncndsliip to our King and Country, we want to 
know, if It may be permitted at this time to live in a 
peaceable state, as we Io;>k on that io be the only 
situation in which we with our wives and children, 
can be m any tolerable degree safe.*' In Halifax 
llccling was ovciwlielrningly apinst the Revolution. 
Halifax was a naval and military base, and it 
prospered by the money which the British govern- 
ment spent there. The merchants felt they would be 
injured, not benefited, if their trade with Britain was 
broken off. 

Britain and the British West Indies were by far 
their greatest markets. Moreover, the rebelhng colo- 
nies could not send an army to Nova Scotia. The 
British navy contrulled the sea. and allhougli Ameri- 
can priv^ateers made some surprise attacks along the 
coast, the Thir&cen Colonies lacked a navy and had 
neither men noi aims to spaie. A numbei of reasons 
cumbined therefore to keep Kova Scotia from joining 
the Revolution. 

In the province of Quebec there was still another 
situaiion. The Icadc/s in the Tint teen Colonies feared 
an attack from Quebec. They were, !heicfi>re,,mosl 
mxiuus tu win it over as the fourteenth colony, and 
there seemed to be a guod charice of their doing so. 

Governor Carleton had only about 800 regular 
troops scattered in sniali garrisons from Quebec to 
Michilimackinac. Moreover, his support in the colony 
was very uncertain. The inerchanls were displeased by 
the Quebec Act except for the clause which had 
extended the b.jundary , and the habitants** were very 
doubtliil. In the sprmg of 1775, immediately after 



the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord, a smali 
group of Americans took Ticondctoga which was 
garrisoned by only a few ^ecpy Britisii soldiers. The 
Lake Champjain route \vas thus left unguarded, and 
soon an American army was moving on Montreal. 
Carleton rushed up from Quebec but saw ihn 
Montreal was too weak to be defended, and only 
escaped being captured himself by going down the St. 
Lawrence again in a rowboat with muffled oars. By 
the autumn of 1775 only Quebec hscif was left to 
offer resistance to the American invaders. 



[Picture]. Governor Carleton reviewing his troops in 
the Place d'Armcs at Montreal in 1 77$. 



Their task was, however, not easy, and they did 
not get the help which they expected in the colony. 
The merchants, even thougli they disliked the Quebec 
Act, did not want to throw away their market for 
furs in England, _and the. habitants, while they 
disappointed Carleton, did not rush to support the 
invaders. Bisliop Briand staunchly supported Carle- 
ton. *The singular kindness," he told his fellow 
French Canadians, "and the gentleness with which we 
have been governed on the part of His Most Gracious 
Majesty King George III; the recent favours which he 
has bestowed upon us in permitting us the usage of 
our laws, the free exercise of our religion, and 
allov^ng us to participate in all the privileges and 
advantages of British subjects, are sufflcient without 
doubt to arouse your zeal to support the crown of 
Great Britain." The Americans also hurt their cause 
by offering paper money, which the French Cana- 
dians believed worthless, or by seizing supplies 
without paying for them at all. The small American 
army which, after taking Montreal, marched on 
Quebec in the autumn of 1775 was therefore in a 
most difficult situaiion, even though Carleton's 
garrison was desperately weak. On the night of 
December 31 in a blinding snow storm ihc Americans 
made their one hard assault. When this failed, it is a 
wondi^r that the siege continued. Short of supplies 
and with s;nallpox raging in their ranks, the invaders 
under General Arnold hung on till spring. When a 
British fleet sailed up the river in May, they could do 
nothing but retreat. 



^Compilers' Note. The term 'lubitjnis" refer* to the 
r rcnch agricultural settlers in Quebec. 
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No other ini-asion was auempted by rlic Ameri- 
cans. In 1777 the Brilisli look tfie offensive. An aniiy 
under General Burgoyne was sent from Quebec by 
the Lake Champlain route, Anotlier British army w-as 
to move north from New York, but when ii failed to 
do so, Burgoyne was forced to surrender ai Saratoga. 
Saratoga was a turning-point in the Revolution. It 
encouraged France to declare^war on Britain, and so 
brouglu Americans help v/hen ihey most needed it. 
But by this time the chance of winning Quebec had 
passed. 

So the failure of the American invasion, British sea 
power. Carleton*s leadership, the attitude of the 
merchants and French Canadians, all played a part in 
keeping Quebec from be'coming the fourteenth 
colony. Most important of all was the fact that 
Quebec's interests were really different from those of 
the Thirteen" Colonies. Her French-Canadian people 
did not \Vant to merge with the English-speaking 
colonies. The centre of their life was the St. Lawrence 
as it had always been, and througJi the St. Lawrence 
Quebec^ trade and defence were tied to Britain much 
more than to her neigliburs on the Atlantic coast. 

The End of the Revolution and the Making of Peace 

hi 1781 the defeat of the British army at 
Vorktown ended the campaigns of the Revolution. 
By this time Britain had almost every country in 
Europe against her. and only the navy's command of 
the sea prevented complete disaster. The newi of 
Yurktown brougfil als,) a cliange in the British 
government. The friend:, of the Thirteen Colomes 
gained control and insisted on peace. The result was 
the Treaty of Versailles of 1783 which recognized the 
new United States of America, gave it the western 
country from the AllegJianies [sic) to the Mississippi, 
and drew the boundary line from the Atlantic coast 
to Lake of the Woods, which has remained with few 
changes to the present day. To some these boundaries 
seemed needlessly generous. The French government 
was astonished, and not very well pleased that the 
United States received so much, but the Britisli-^ 
government was determined that friendship and 
good-will should be restored. It was no fault of the 
Treaty that these generous intentions were later often 
forgotten. 



TIic Loyalists Seek New Homes 

One of the greatest effects of the American 
devolution on Canada has not been mentioned. Tliis 
is the Loyalist migration which brought many thou- 
sands of new settlers from the United Siates to 
provinces stiil remaining under the Britisli flag. In the 
Thirteen Colonies the Revolution had really been a 
ci\il war in which the whole population w^s torn with 
conflicting loyalties. John Adams, one of the Ameri- 
can leaders, later said that in 1776 probably not more 
than one-third of the people favoured war against 
England, that another third opposed it. and that the 
remainder were uncertain. With opinion so di\ided. 
the harshest measures were used against those who 
remained loyal to Britain. Thousands, especially in 
New England, New York, and Pennsylvania were 
persecuted and stripped of their property. No less 
than ciglity to one hundred thousand fled, or were 
driven zni exiled, from their homes. They were 
scattered on both sides of the Atlantic in many 
places, but mostly in the British Isles, the British West 
Indies, Nova Scotia, and the Province of Quebec. Tfie 
Loyalists who settled in Nova Scotia arid Quebec 
came mostly from the northern colonies-^from 
Boston where the Revolution began, from New York 
v;hich was held Ihrougliout the war by the British 
army, and from Pennsylvania where Loyalist senti- 
ment was strong and widespread. Such a migration of 
thousands of new settlers was foreseen by no one at 
the beginning of the Revolution. It is not too much 
to say that it changed the course of Canadian history. 



[Picture] U/iiicJ L'mpirc LnaHsts. iMndmg un the 
site of Saint Juhn, WIL. Max. 1783. t/w first party of 
senlers faces new life in the wiUenms ^fn^ksand 
trees. 



The Loyalist Influence 

For many reasons, the comirtg of the Loyalists was 
an event of great significance m the history of British 
North America. Merely by adding to the population it 
caused changes all the way from Halifax to Niagara. 
New settlements sprang quickly into existence, not 
least among them the strong settlements west of 
Montreal on lands which had never previously been 
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vtcuicd, 4rJ dflei P'^i th«t:v »cic f^uf dcvUJ 
•is^cinblic^ ^li^ic. beluiv iheie hjiJ hcei* '^«ri!> But 
ihe clYed uf the La*>.iIi>i iinmi^jtutn went fjt 
beyunJ these thin^ whiwh %.dri easily be measaicJ. 
Thi^ L«f}jhs!> biiiu^i v^ith ihtm uualitic^ an J iJcus 
whivh vkcit tMu^icftcJ b) ItaiJ cxpeiiertiX. Km 
country vnfulJ ha^e a>kcJ fui pionecu mute likely iu 
^uc).eed. They tud a ^tu(Hg luy.slty ti> the Bntish lla^, 
and at the same lime a determination to cnjny the 
liberties and rigJits of self-govemiiicnt to which they 
had been accustomed- The x'aricty of people among 
them is one of the things which interests liS most 
Engii:Ji. Scottish, Irish, and German families, repre* 
seniine districss in the Thirteen Colonies all the w^y 
!i»*m New England tu v\e2»te!n Pennsyhania. Most uf 



them VkCit humble and ubscure people, many were 
ii«^n «^cll eduuited and prominent families. Among 
diem i^ cic soldiers and army officers, who brought a 
^riit vf di^cjphnc and organization. Others were men 
and ftomeii of fuuc and cxpcrienix whose influence 
vuuld be M^en e\ery wheie m the Hfe of their pioneer 
vwrnmuriiues. Many of thcit descendants have shown 
the ^me higii qualities uf leader^ip, and it is no 
ivundei that the LAiyalist tradition has left in Canada 
an indelible impression. 



{I'lcturej l*^^suut \tanip gssiaJ to mark ihc one 
K ufiJn ./ an J fitnah jfmn\r%jrr * >/ the t * min^ * *f the 
1. 
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The American Revolution^ 

ISJoon aficr the discovery of the iNew World, 
many Europeans left rlicir own counines to find 
homes in rlie West Indies and in Amenca. These 
people were called Volonisrs'. JSome left Europe 

because ol" the rehgious troubles Others left 

because tliey disagreed with the government of their 
own countries. Many of tliesc men crossed tlic 
Atlantic to search for silver and gold or to start 
cotton and tobacco plantations. 

From about 1607, tliousands of Britisli people 
settled in the eastern and southern parts of the 
prcscni-day United States of America. (Look at the 
map [below] .) 



As time went on. tliese colonists became more 
prosperous.. Each Britisli colony had Hs own govern- 
ment, but at tin's time, tlie European governments 
insisted on their riglit to pass laws for tlieir colonies, 

Durmg the seventeentli century in England, the 
government passed three Navigation Acts, wliich 
made certain rules about tlic colonial trade. Some of 
the goods produced by the colonies were to be 
exported only to Britam or otiier British colonies, 
and other goodi mtended for the colonies had to pass 
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through Englisli ports for taxation. Only British ships, 
and British colonial ships agreeing to certain rules, 
could be used. This increased the price of goods. 

For some time the colonists in America evaded 
some of these laws. But during the second half of the 
eighteenth centur>, Britain levied several new ta.\<;s 
wliich the colonists felt they could nol accegt. They 
refused to obey these laws: because nobody from 
America had taken part in making these Jaws. *How 
can wc be asked to pay taxes by the British 
parliament in which we have no representative to 
speak for us?' they said. ^ 

But George 111, King of Britain, and some of his 
advisers insisted that they did have the riglit to tax 
the Americans. Naturally, the Americans, who had 
left their homeland in search of freedom, refused to 
pay tjie taxes. They pleaded unsuccessfully with the' 
British government to stop these taxes. 

In 1775, the situation exploded into a war, which 
lasted for eiglit years. At first, the British proved 
stronger than the Americans. But the Americans had 
an able leader in George Washington, and as the war 
continued, they gained the upper hand. In 1778 
France entered the war, and French troops came to 
the aid of the Americans. Another advantage for the 
Americans was the great distance from Britain. It was 
difficult for the British government to transport and 
supply troops. 

Matters grew worse for the British, when other 
European nations, France. Spain and Holland, 
attacked the British navy at sea. Britain, fighting on 
several fronts at once, found it even more difficult to 
send troops to America. 

The war ended in 1783 in defeat for Britain; with 
the signing of the Treaty of Paris, Britain recognised 
America as an independent country. (In the course of 
the war, on the fourth of July, 1776, the Americans 
had declared their country independent of Britain. 
This date, rather than a date in 1783, has since been 
celebrated by America as Independence Day.) 

To sum up, the American victory was die result of 
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good Icaderihip. a bcuci knowledge of the ge(%raphy 
of Uie couniiy, and help fronx France and other 
European counincs. Britain s defeat was caysed not 
only by the great distance between the battlefield and 
the home country, but abo by poor leadership and 
the difficulty of fighting on several fronts at once. 

The American colonics' successful struggle for 
independence v,^ a revolution. It was the first time 
in modern times thai a colony ruled from outside had 



rejected foreign rule and formed a nation of its own. 
Britain learned an important lesson from this. From 
that time onwards, Britain had a ne\^' attitude 
towards some of her colonics, such as Canada and, 
later. Australia, where her own people had settled. In 
their other colonies, however, the Britisli repeated the 
mistake of keeping colonial rule for too long a time 
This led to another revolution' the emergence of 
sclt-rule for the former Asian and African colonies. 
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The Am.erican Revolution ' 
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Revolution Against Colonialism 

We liave already discussed how die [-iigiisli colo- 
nists landed on the easiern coast'of North America 
how they established 13 colonics there during the 
I6ih and 17th centuries, and how they constituted a 
part of the British linipire. with their population in 
1-760 totaling nearly one-third ihat of tngland 
- hctsclf. 

The Americans took part in all the wars that 
Britain ^^ged against France during a large pan of 
the !8th century, participating with their forces, their 
lives, their material sacrifices, and their leaders, 
laiiious among whom was George Washins-ton who 
fouglit on the side of the English againstVrance jn 
the Seven Years' War in Canada 0756-63). 

Furthermore, the American colonies suffered what 
England had soccumbed to, in terms of the absolute 
authority of its kings during the J 7th century. 

But while ihc British Isles were able, under the 
leadership of Pariianient, to restrict this (royal) 
authority througli the 1688 revolt, England, under 
the auspices of this same Pariiament. refused to allow 
the American colonies to enjoy the freedom and the 
constitutional reform it enjoyed. Therefore, the 
American Revolution was not only a revolt against 
blind British imperialism, but also a revolt to secure 
conslitiMional freedom and democratic principles. 



The main reasons for the American revolution 
against British cojonialisin are as follows: 



1. British Tyranical Rule in America 

In each American colony there was a Gorernor 
representing the King of England, as well as two 
legislative bodies, one of which \ras elected by the 
people while the other was appointed by the Gover- 
nor. But the British Parliament held the higiiest 
authority above those two bodies. The British Pariia- 
ment was really the body that actually formulated 
the laws for the colonies and decreed the taxes 
imposed on them. There was a considerable conflict 
between the elected legislatures of the colonics and 
the appointed Governors, who were acting on behalf 
of the Parliament and the King of tngland. The 
frequency of this conflict resulted in increasing the 
awarene ss of the Americans of the conflict of interest 
between the American people and the British. 

After the Seven Years' War. thd Americans felt 
more resentment toward England, because they 
expected England to reward the American-colonies 
by granting them greater freedom in managing their 
own affairs as a result of the staunch support the 
colonies gave England in this war. But (instead)- 
England began administrative and economic reorgani- 
zation of the colonies in order to increase its control 
ovei them. 
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2. luigland's Trade and Ixoiiomic Monopoly 

Bchi:id this political disenchantnient, there was 
discontent with the iiionopolislic policies of England 
in America. Ironically, while the British middle class 
acquired their freedom and supported the authority 
of the Parliament .igainst the tyranny of the Kings of 
England, the same class supported the tyranny of the 
English Govermiieni and its monopolistic policies in 



ERIC 



39 



50 



ihc wi>l(fnii;N. expluiUitg Ailicilc«!ii lC^uuUo Un 
Briiish interests. 

bxjmplc^k jic. (I)tlic AmcfKjn*! weic furbiilJcn 
K» tijii!»puii ihcii UjJc in jn\ ilup^ c.vwcpl Bulibh 
%cs>cI-N. (2;ilic Aiuciujii^ wcic pi«»hibiicJ ff«^ai 
manufaciuring whai tlicy cuulJ buy from En^and; 
(3) the Americans were jesinded m purchasing 
vcriain commudilio cxccpl ilinrngh Cngljnd. 

The American culunio fell ihe buiden uf these 
cuntruh jnd made ii knuwn lu the Brilisli, but the 
Bniish alwavs jusiitied ihc wuniiols undei ilie guii^e t»i 
protecniig ihe cuhmies from ihc French in Canada. 
IrunicuIIy jcain, these ctmUuls wete ughlened js 
Ln^Iand emerged fium ihe Seven Yejrs' Wai bui- 
dencd by j hej\> dcbi (S7W milhun), Jiid demanded 
trtnii ihe cuKmieN ^ ^lejlci . shjic in pa> ing Chese 
debiN jnd in suppurling ihe evcr-iiicrcaMng wusls 
nuuhed in Lngljnd's impeiuhsl CAp.iiiMuu. 

The Biiiish Parhjmeni began iiiwieaMHg che laxes 
tin ihe cohmies, Mich as ihuse on sngar, wine, ^ilk, 
and coffee, withuut their con^ultallon. 

Then liie BiiuMi issued new dncctue^ icstiRting 
ihe irade k4 ihe AnieiKaii:^ and Wjiuihi; them a^aiiul 
expuriN tu, and inipuiis fioin. Jn> other counlr>, 
J l<rlheiiiiuie, ihe Paihament louk avvav the il^it ul 
anv c^iiiinv u» issue it^ «>vvn wiiiienk> and tinancial 
paper. 

I iiiall), i.rigland i^Micd ihe Stamp Act. whiJi 
bioudit abiml uiuani/.ed lOMiiun from the Ameri- 
cans- This awl imposed special laxes on newspapers. 
iickei:>, hceiises. rental conirawls, fniaiiwial dvn,u 
inenis. and otiiei legal a£;ieemenls intended \m the 
protection, defense, and maintenance of ihe colonies. 

The Struggle for Freedom From British Colonialism 

The organized American opposiiion lo cohMiialism 
and Lnghsh oppression begai; in 1765 3!ul tooTc the 
hdlowmg forms: (1) popular resistance, indicating 
widespread anger with British policies; (2)consoll- 
daiing efforts and unifying ranks under v/ise leader- 
ship. (3) open armed warfare against Briiish colo- 
mahMn, 

I . Popular Resistance 

Alter the isMiance u! the Stamp Ad, the Amen 
cans openly expressed then angci. ^hidi was 
reflecied by ihen new.spapers, l.nvyeis, leligiuiis 
leaders, meicbiinis, and businesMneii. These giiuips 



played a sirong part in shaping public opinion, and 
led Americans boycott of England materially and 
mordly. Thus in 1765 the mcichants boycotted 
tngfish impoits, leading to a business slowdown for a 
period of time and to a significant decrease In the 
trade with England. 

So taxation without representation. At that time, 
the Americans began to adopt the important principle 
of "*no taxation witliout rcpre:entation,"'' and they 
believed that imposing la.xcs without consultation 
with them oi with ihcir representatives was a threat 
to their freedom, 

Tlic 1765 sWcw York Convention. In October of 
1765. a convention took place in New York that 
included 27 distinguished and able men representing 
nine colonies. This was the first convention to unite 
the' colonies in iheir struggle for freedom. This 
convention issued several proclamations asserting that 
there should be no ta.\ation in the colonies except 
that adopted by their own legislatures. 

England continued its policy of imposing taxes. - 
Facing this strong opposiiion, England retreated 
initially b> repealing the Stamp Act. Tliis eased the 
opposition to a certain extent. But in 1767 the 
British Government reimposed taxes on paper, glass, 
lead, and tea inlported into the colonies from Britain. 
This rekindled the anger and the indignation of the 
colonists, leading the merchants and others again to 
depend inure upon themselves, utilize their own 
lesources, and boycott English trade. So the people 
began lo use locally manufactured clothing and 
paper, and restricted their use of tea and paint for 
their homes. 

The Boston Massacre of 1770. -In Boston, where 
trade interests were higlily affected by the Uritish 
meddling, tlicrBosionians revolted against the new tax 
regulations. They attacked customs officials who 
insisted on collecting laxes. When the British auihori- 
ties sent two .regiments Jo protecMhese officials, 
soldiers opened fire, killing and wounding civilians -an 
act that outraged public opinion and intensified the 
opposition* 

England insisted on its right to impose taxes.-ln 
1770, the Briiish Parliament recoj^ni/ed ihe intensity 
of the opposition, retreated, and cancelled all taxes 
e.xeept the lea tax, which was maintained du^* to the 
Kings insistence that there should beat least one lax 
imposed in order to preserve his riglit to tax the 
colonies. As a result, tension decreased for 3 consecu- 
tive years, but the storm of opposition began again 
when some Americans called attention to the tea tax, 
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which gave the Brilibh Parhanieiu ihe riglii to 
continue to inipuse taxes un the colonics without 
xeprescntation. 

Resiuance (a imposed laxcs and monopolisUc 
policies.^A popular front of citizens was immediately 
organized in Boston, called the -^Comnuttee of Corrc 
spondence." The iiiaiii task of this conunittec was to 
clarify the riglits of the colonics, their complaints, 
and the unfair practices of the colonial power, and to ' 
correspond with other cities regarding these issues. 
The idea hecaine widespread, and similar committees 
were' established in every city. Tliese committees were 
the nucleus of active revolutionary' organizations. 

The struggle hecame quite evident and strong 
when the Americans insisted that tea sliould not be 
perniilted to enter the colonies. This tea was 
monopolized by the East India Company under an 
agreement with the tnglish Government, On the 
evening of December 16. 1773, this struggle reached 
its climax in Boston wlien some American youths, 
disguised as hidiaiis. went aboard linglish ships and 
threw their load of tea overboard. 

This constituted a serious problem foi Bntaiiu So 
the British Covcrniuent decided to punish the revolu- 
tionaries, ft issued some decrees, such as those closing 
the port of Boston, forbidding public meetings 
without the Governor's permission, and requiring the 
local authorities to house British soldiers. The 
American people considered these decrees grossly 
unlair. 

2. Comolidaiim tfforts and Unijybii^ Ranks Under 
Wsc leadership 

The American people refused to yield to the 
British decrees. The peop!e:s representatives decided 
to take unified steps against this oppressive policy. In 
September 1774. 55 rcprescntatives inet in the Mrst 
Continental Congress of the colonies. They declared 
public resistance against British policies in the colo- 
nies and established an "associatioir' that organia^d 
trade boycotts, encouraged the popular (resistance! 
movemem. instigated public opinion agamst bnglaiul. 
and decided to meet force with force. 

This new association was a new step in the 
American struggle against hngland. When the linglish 
general received the news that the Anrericau-,citi/.ens 
were collecting ammunition and weapons, he ordered 
that these nunerials be confiscated and that their 
leaders be sent to be tried in fiiigland. A contingent 



of the British army fought a crowd of people at tiic 
village of Uxington and killed eiglit of thein. 

Tiie news of the British atrocities against the 
people of Lexington passed h'ke an electric current to 
the otiKr colonies. It was clear to all that England 
had begun the use of force that would lead to open 
warfare. This news spread all over the colonies, 
unifying them into a single national front and 
spreading a national spirit from one corner of the 
colonies to the other. 

77;c beginning of the war and die Declaration of 
independence.^ As a result of all these events, a 
Second Continental Congress was held in Philadelphia 
in May 1775, in which the participants, under the 
feadership of wise men such as Ben Franklin and 
Tlionias Jefferson, issued a "declaration setting forth 
tiie causes and necessity of their taking up arms.'* It 
said in pan: 

Our cause is jusi. Our union is pcrfcci. Ourinicrnal 
resources are ^rcjl, and if necessary forci|;n assistance is 
undoubtedly attainable. . . . The arnw we have been 
com|)clIcd by our enemies to assume we will . . . employ 
for the preservation of our liberties, bcin^; with one rnmd . 
resolved lo die free men rallicr than hve fasj slaves. 

Tlie unity under Washington s leadership.-- 
inunediately. the people were united and volunteer 
soldiers, were orpnized in each colony. The members 
of the Congress and Ihe people reached a consensus 
to appoint Col. George Wasiiington commandcr-in- 
chief of tlie American forces. The people chose- 
Washington because of his moral courage and his 
military competence, which he had detnonstrated 
during the Seven Years' War between England and 
France. He was very popular with all the people 
because of his e.xcelleni leadership ability, his wise 
counsel, and his wide knowledge. When he was 
convinced of the righteousness of a certain issue, he 
would defend it with all his miglit. He did not 
concede defeat. One of his famous statements was 
•'Defeat stimulates greater determination and we shall 
succeed the second lime/* 

The Declaration of lndci)endenca-^T\\e King of 
England declared that the colonies were in a state of 
rebeljion and that it was necessary to punish tliein. As 
soon as the Congress received this notice, it had no' 
alternative except the Declaration of Independence. 
A committee of five representatives was assigned to 
prepare the formal independence document. This 
committee was headed by Thomas Jefferson, who 
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tttis in Ins early thirties and \V3S famous for his 
enthusiasm and his principles. One of his famous 
principles vvas: 'The tree of liberiy must be refreslied 
from inne to time witli the blood of patriots and 
tyranis/* 

On July 4, 1776, the document was completed 
and the Declaration of hidependence was read to the 
people. It said in part: 

... [AIU men arc crcjicd et*uaL ttiai they are 
endowed by ilfcir Creator wi\U ccrljjn unalienable Ki^iH. 
llul amon;p ihcse are Lite. Ijben> and llic pursun *}( 
nappinu\!i. Tlut lo 6t;cur«. (Iick n^ti^, Cuvcrnriient% 
inNliluied aimmji Men.denvjn^' llicir jusi powers from ilic 
consent of llie };overned. llwi whenever any l-orm of 
Cover nment becomes deMruciive of ihesc ends, tl is the 
kiidil of ihe People to alter or lo abolish ii, and lo 
mstnute new Ciovrrnnienl, laym^; its foundation on iudi 
prmciples and urgani/ini: its powers in such form, as to 
Ihem sliall seem imnt likely lo effect iheir Safely and 
Happiness 

With this document, a new historical page began 
lor the United States of America. This declaration 
reprebcnied the free pohtical ideas that were preva- 
lent at that lime, such as those of John Locke It 
stemmed from the pubhc awareness that the govern- 
ment should exist for the people, and not the people 
fui the guvernnient. The declaration kindled the 
enthusiasm of the American populace, heiglitened 
their feehng of importan^.c, and inspired them to 
coiiiimie thcu struggle Id protect their hidependence 
The Detlaiatiun uf Independence made the American 
i|ucition a wollJ cuncciii.. So the turopCuU countries 
beg*m to Jefnic thcii stand tou,»rd Ungland and 
toward the new American nation. 



3. Vte War To l^ntcct Independence 

The American Revohition conlmued for more 
than () consecutive years, during which 1 2 important 
inditaiy battles were touglit and the war spread to 
every colony, hi the period after the declaration of 
independence (m the winter of 1777-78) Washington 
suffered a great deal. But by the spring, Washington 
was able to foil the plans of the English general, 
Howe, who captured New York in order to separate 
the northern colonies from the southern colonies. 
Wa,^hington defeated the Lnghsh army that tame 
trom Canada to support Howe, and forced lum to 
surrender at Saratoga in October 1777.^ 



(Map) The Anuruan States during ihe War for 
hidependmcc, I77J' SJ. {.Major map features indicate 
the total area m North America encompas^ed by the 
I > oriiunal coUmics, and name and locate 4 cities and 
Uiwtis New Vtuk. Boston, Sarai<i^a,^nd Yorktowii.) 



iiurope's stand regardhtg the American Rcvolu- " - 
//f;//.-Tliis victory had a great hupacl upon raising 
the Spirits of the- Americans, and upon the stand 
European countries took toward the American Revo- 
lution and toward England. France sided with the 
Auiericans, not because it favored freedom, as France 
was Itself an imperiahstjc country, but because it 
wanted to take revenge upon England, which had 
usurped from it a large part of North yXmerica. France 
sent the Americans a fleet and anned forces that 
joined Washington's amiy. 



(Map! I'Mropc and its stand rciiardin^ luigland 
durin}^ the Ameruwi ReiohttUm. (Major map features 
indicate the buropean countries that were/'apinst 
hndand/* and those that "declared armed ucu- 
trahly/'l 



.Spam entered the war ag»nnst Britain in order to 
recapture Gibraltar from it. 

Sweden, Denmark, and Russia organized them- 
selves into "armed neutrals" and declared that they 
had the right to deal \vith the Americans, thereby 
challenging England, which claimed to itself the riglil 
to search neutral ships in order to prevent them from 
helping the Americans. 

When Holland helped the "armed neutrals," Eng- 
land declared war against her. Thus Britain could not 
find any allies, and the American colonies were able 
to complete their victory over Britain. 

J'Mgland's defeat and the end of the ivflr.-The 
unification of die Americans under the leadership of 
Washington, and the coalition of the European 
countries against England, 'forecast the expected 
American victory. While the French fleet was able to 
surround the American coast, Washington advanced 
along with the French troops and encircled the 
English army at Vorktown until it was forced to 
surrender in October 1781, ending the efforts of 
England to suppress the American Revolution. 

Nothing was left for England except to recognize 
the independence of the American States. Hence, 
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negoiialions based on (lie independence of the 
colonics began between then and England leading to 
a peace pact in September 1 783. 

Vie American Republic, The first step after tlie 
success of the American Revolution against Englisli 
fmp^rialisin was to lay the foundation for the 
governance of the United Stales. In September 1787, 
the representatives of the States gatlitred for a 
conference at hidependence Hall in PiiilaJeiphia in 
order to establish a constitution for the whole 
country At tliat lime each State had ratified its own 
constitution. 

According to this American Constitution,a united 
federal repubhc was estabh'shed witliout deempha- 
fixing the importance of each Slate and its freedom 
to lay down its own special laws. Among the 
important functions of the Federal Government were 
the right to issue currency, regulate trade, declare 
war, and make peace Each State government had the 
riglit to maintain its own police, to regulate its own 
factories and work agencies, to establish its civil and 
criminal codes, and to be responsible for the educa- 
tion, health, and welfare of its citizens as well as for 
other matters related to its internal well-being. 

Hie United States wider the Constitution. a 
result of their revolution, the Americans succeeded in 



. establishing their state on the basis of the republican, 
democratic system. They became the first people to 
adopt this system in modern limes, a system based.oii 
a wri<^^ constitution stemming from the following 
principles: 

-Tlie people are the source of all powers and have ' 
the right to amend the Constitution. 

Power is distributed between the i-ederal 
Governmenl and the State governineiits. 

-The [Federal) Government's power is divided 
into major branches, the legislative (the Congress), 
the executive (the President and his ministers), and 
the judicial (the courts). ^ 
^ The Cinigress has thv authority to make laws, the 
President has the authority to execute them, and the 
courts uphold the law and the Constitution. ^ ^ 
-Officials are to be accountable and the rights of 
individuals are to be protected. * 

Consensus on George Washington as I^esident,- 
AfTer drawing up the Constitution, the Congress, (a 
nartie that the conference (at Philadelphia m 1 787J 
has retained ever since) began necessary procedures to 
elect a President. Theic was but one man who was 
invarjably-viewed by the delegates as being worthy of 
the presidency. This man was George Washington, 
and he was elected Presideil^^nanimously. 
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9. ISRAEL 



The War of Liberation of the 
North American Colonies and 
the Lstablishment of the United States * 



the British Government in England. This prohibition 
vi2s a heavy blow for the settlers and created much 
biitcrness among them, since ihey saw it as the 
bruialiiy of a distant power that deprived them of the 
spoils of war. 



Tlie Situation in the North American Colonies After 
the Seven Years' War 

The w»>nM;quciivc5» I't the Se\cn Yeau" Wai had 
av\akcnt;d maiiv hi<pc!v m the N\>ith Aniciican 
^cttlcf>. The Jjii^er^ tunn the Ficnch unJ iheii allies 
the InJiaiiN had passed, and a stretch of teinturv 
between the Appalachian Mountains and the 
MissitkSippi Rivei had been added to the aieas undci 
Biiti:»h rule- The jiiuwing population m the colonies 
had ahcady bepiii tu fee! a lack of land, and thev 
ItHikcd with ciiv> lo ihc biiiad and fciulc stietche:» of 
tenant bcv<Lnid die Appalachians, which only fear uf 
the frcRch had kept them fiom i|tvailiiig in large 
numbei^. The coluiustb hoped that from now on the> 
wmdd have an uppurtuniiy of settling there, and the 
trading companies wcie diawn by the opportunity uf 
gttiid land tiansactiuiib. To be 5urc, the British 
Oovemment. which feaicd dial confiontation^^ 
bciween the culuiubts diid the fiidiaiu weie likely to 
contlagiate iniu geneial wai (especially since in 1763 
J severe In Jian upiiMng had broken out in the North), 
wiiijnieieMed in oideily diMribuiioii and MJidenfcnt 
of ihe new lerntoiy. In 1763 it therefore issued a 
prnclanuiiun, .iccuiding tu which it w^s forbidden to 
c:«>ss tlic Appalaclna;i5», and,vJiich transferred the 
^authority to ratify the sale of land in those areas to 
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The British Government's Demands for Participation 
of the Colonies in Defray ing the Costs of the War 

This was not the only reason for the tension that ^ 
aiuse after the Seven Years' War between the settlers 
and the British Government. That war had cost the 
Briiidi E,\chequei large sums of money and had 
sigjuficanily incicased the English national debt. The 
shapcfb of Cnglish policy were of the opinion that, 
i^iiicc the v^ar had been wondudcd for thd moSt part 
m oidei to protect die colonists, it would.be only* 
proper if they helped defr.iy its^expenses. The British 
Guveinmeni was convinced that the colodisis alone 
would not be able to protea themselves and the new 
territoiies that had been added, and therefore it 
decided to mainjain a 10.000-man standing army :n 
T^orlli America in the future and to obligate the 
colonists lu provide a large part of the necessary 
funds. For that purpose ihe^ Government imposed 
taxcb and additional /payments and gave instructions 
fo> closer observance of regulations concerning the 
various duties (on merchandise) than had been in 
effect until then. These steps caused opposition and 
. mienbified the controversy that existed between the 
colonists and the Cefttral Government and, in the last 
aiialybis, >Vere responsible for the severe friction 
during thosjixtieb and seventies of die c 'ntury. 

The Economic Policy of the Crown in Its Attitude 
Toward the Colonies 

In confurniiiy with mefcaniilist conceptions, the 
.Brilfsli Government saw the main purpose of the 
colonies as their usefulness to the homeland! This 
conception found expression in (he navigation lav/s. 



%^hjch were i^ucd durini: sht^'Hrci^nJ lulf^n iht I7ih 
ccntur) . in Ci»mbinatl«>n wiih a scric* of rule^ that 
were inlcndtrJ im subjugalc the coK nial Ccun<.»my u* 
the needs of the h*^mehnd. Thus ihev impi^^'d a 
pmhiWliun mii the transpiirt uf merchandise ffum 
England ty the ci^Uniw. and ffum the coIunie>» 
England v*r other countries, lu any but Lngl^^h ^hips 
ur Nhip> of the coufitries in wln^h tlic mcjwhandise 
nripnated. Tlie colonics were obhgaied to >ell ceiiain 
types of merchandise such as lobacco, rice, iron, 
woods, tors, etc, unK to England. To be suic* llie 
colonies also profited from this redine, ^ifice it 
secured the English niarke: to them. But in the loit^ 
run. it harmed their ecunoniiv hfe. Tliev weK foued 
to accept lor their meichj»ndlse a price set b\ the 
Endlsii inercbants. even ihougli Ihev w^uld receive a 
better price for tlicir v^ares efsewijere. Ai^u, lijc 
colonies were forced to pav higJiei pricCN t'ut Lnglisii 
industrial products. In order to prevent competition 
with En-jjish mdu;try. the Government piohibiied liie 
exercise of certam trade^v and industries uithin the 
colonies. The colonists put up with these limitations 
because the\ needed English assistance and prulec 
tion. and especially bccauy^ for {he most part the 
trade regulations were not enforced. The colonies 
conducted extensive smui!gling. and it is estimated 
that about 50 percent of the merchandise passing 
throu^i BoNton harbor during those da\s moved 
ilkeaiK « 



The Constitutional Contrivers) 

Contliviirit: opinit*ns ai.d vt^ndlnct^ uf mtciest 
beti\eeii the ^G«j'vcnimeiit ^nu the wn^lunists in the 
Ccfnuiniv aiea vombjhed %vitli ihc wonstituliorul 
dispute convCiiinii^ the IiuntaUun^ un (he piciogjtive^ 
ot l«>cal govetnnient m the volonics and the decree of 
theii dependence on the homeland. The colonists 
believed that the de^iMuns t»f the lAinduii Pailiamem 
did not obliajte them. hecauM, tLcn icpie>cntatives 
did not participate- .a tlut bud>. That meant tlut the 
Ltrndnn Paihanient had iiu puwei to mi pose taxe!>on 
them siiicc "no taxadtai without iepicr.entation" vvj^ 
tht jule. The) compluteK denied that the Paihamcnt 
in London had 'the li^ht to make laws that weie 
binding on the wolonics as, similaily. the colonial 
Parliament lud tut ught tit .ct laws that s\eic bmdmg 
for Lnjand. In vontiaNt. Ihc Lnglid» paihamentjiian'* 
vlaimcJ that ih',\ ivpfesCi.teJ all aiea^iif the Ln^hsh 
Empire and that Uiere was n»» difference in this 



ie>pccl between the inhabitants of the colonics and 
those ijfanv distiiet in England. These differences of 
opinion le^iding piineiple beeamc sharper asa result 
of changes that iwk place in the eokmial pohcy of 
the EnglisJi Guveinment. Up to that time the Govern- 
meni had nut imobed itself m colonial affairs ver> 
much and its ties wilh the colonies were quite weak. 
The Wdi |i.c-, th: Seven Yeais* Wat] had revealed the 
weaknesses of this altitude and a need for chances 
was felt. The English Government's tcndenc-y to 
strengthen its lule in the colonies was in tei twined 
wilh the peisonal ambitions of King George III 
(1760-1820) to repossess the preiogatives that Jhe 
English Kmg had lost during the time of his predeces- 
sors of the house of Hanover. The Kings partisans 
among the Tones supported him m this desire. In 
contrast, the Seven Years' War had increased the 
colonists' faith in then own strength and their 
inclination towaid independence. Many of them 
became conscious m then hearts that they had the 
pi>vvei to stand up for themselves without further 
need of piotection fiuin Great Britain. The removal 
of the French fiom North America had furthered 
their recognilion of this fact. 



The Grcnville Eavvs 

In 1764, Grcnville. head of the {British] Govern- 
ment, proclaimed the Sugar Law, according to which 
a rax was imposed on*» the sugar harwst, types of 
wine, liilk, and other merchandise from non-British 
colonics, and stjicl rules on taxation and smuggling 
were issued. This law jnd the manner in which it was 
implemented struck a heavy blow at the New England 
and middle colonies. wYiere it was customary to bu> 
su^^ai and sugar byprodt.ls cheaply fiom the .slands 
of the French West Indie:^ for purposes of rum 
distillation. That sam^ yeai,-a Mint Law was also 
pioelaiined that had as its puiposc (o ehminate a 
colonial cxislom of using pioinissory notes of credit as 
cuireuc). This custom enabled the colonists to 
ovcfcomc difficulties icsullmg fiom a lack of hafd 
curicnc) and enabled debtors, ^ mostly farmers, to 
tjke care of theii debts. The strongest opposition was 
produced by the Stamp Act of 1765, which required 
the affixation of stamps to various types of docu- 
ments, ncwspjpeis. pamphlets^ calendars, etc. This 
law dffccted in partieularjlawyers, jouinahsls. amj the 
entire community of the intcllectudl professions that 
diapcd public opinion in the colonies. 
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Reaction x>f the Colonists* 

These affected all Ia>ers .jf rhc pupulaiiun in 
all parts of the country In various platci satieties of 
the Sons of Liberty began to organi/c, committed to 
active opposition to their implementation. Calls fwi a 
hoycott of English merchandise and use uf the stamps 
ttieie ficard Disorders, demonstrations, and acli uf 
terroi against the King*s uffiJaL took plate. At a 
meeting of 'epr*.j>cntati\ei frum nine colunie:^ that 
took plate at the invitation, of tiic people uf 
Ma%savhj*>e!Li. It ^as decided tu tarn to the British 
Parliament ttiili a request that the above-mculioned 
law's be voided and to threaten a. l>oytott. Tlus 
reacfion on the pait of tlic colonists jnd pressure 
fr.^m groups in English commerce that began to feel 
the results uf the boycott moved the Parliament in 
London fo invalidate the stamp tax law, but at the 
same time it decided anew to stress the principle of 
its unlimited right to issue lav.^^ that obligated the 
colonies. 



Inteiisifieation of the Struggle 

This partial retreat of the Parliament brought only 
a siiort lull in ihe struggle. In order to achieve the 
aims of the Central Government, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Townshend, ^imposed a tax on lead, 
glass, paper, paints, and tea sent from England to the 
colonies. And in order to achieve close implementa- 
tion of .the law, authorization was given to conduct 
searches in- private homes and stor^-i for selected 
typeriuf merchandise. The revenues derived from the 
tax were Ho defray the salaries of the Governor -;ind 
his officials and to pay for maintenance of the 
standing British acmy in the colonies. At a later date 
certain privileges were extended to the British India 
Company to facilitate its tea trade in the colonies, 
enabling it to sell tea in the colonies at a price even 
lower than that of smuggled tea. A storm of 
opposition broke out once- more with new force. 
Demonstrations and violence became frequent, and 
the boycott was strengthened. The Government 
broke up local legislative assemblies that had con- 
vened to decide on opposition to the new laws. At a 
clash that took place in Boston in 1770 between a 
mob and the British army, five citizens were killed. 
Tlie news of the Boston Massacre quickly spread 
^ fliroughfut the land, and the Parliament in Cnglan^ 

retreated once moic and voided the Townshena 
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t^xcs, except for tbt tea tax, ance it intended to 
stress its privilege in principle to impos;, taxes on the 
colonies. The extremists among the colonists were 
not content with c\^n this remnant of the Town- 
shend Laws, since they, too, gave paiamount impor* 
unce to the piuiciplc involved. Assocutions of Sons 
of Freedom and also Conspiracy So^^icties were 
formed in many colonies. They called thc.Tisch-cs 
Patriots. Tliey insisted that thcspuit of opposition to 
tlie Government should not be forgotten^ and they 
demanded continuation of the boycott on tea. They 
prevented the discharge of cargoes of tea from ships, 
and in 1773 even boarded a ship with a cargo of tea 
^ in Boston at the initiative of Samuel Adams, one of 
the extremist leaders of the movement, and threw the 
boxcsof merchandise into the sea. The British re- 
acted vigorously in the spirit of statements by King 
George III that the colonics should cither surrender 
or triumph. And in order to deter the colonists from 
committing new deeds of violence five **lav/s of 
coercion" were proclaimed, according to which most 
of the freedoms of Massachusetts were voided and the 
competencies of the King's officials were broadened. 
Tliey were given the power to transfer those accused 
of rebellion to another colony, orto England, so that 
their actions might be adjudged outside their home 
colony. Finally, Boston harbor wis closed and the 
town*s inhabitants were forced to accommodate 
British soldiers billeted in their homes until damages 
for the destroyed merchandise had been paid. During 
the same period the Quebec Law was prodaimedf 
which extended the boundafries of that district and 
gave freedom of worship to the Catholics in Canada. 
Even though this law was not enacted in reaction to 
*th'e Boston Tea Party, the colonists, especially the 
New England settlers, regarded it as diminishing their 
privileges. In addition, a large British military force 
was sent to Massachusetts and a general was ap- 
pointed as the colony's Governor. Tliese steps were 
y intended as an explicit warning to the colonists that 
the Government |iad made up its mind to apply all 
power at its disposal in order to impose its will, and 
that what had happened in Boston would also happen 
to other places that would dare to follow its lead. 



The First Continental Congress (1774) 

The colonists \yere not idle either. In accord with a 
piiiposdl by people fiuni Massachusetts, representa- 
tives of the Conspirac> Societies met in Philadelphia 



1*1 i * li^jbs iLi. mcju.\ hy vihiJi the ^uuc-ck 
v^iih ticljiid <h^*uU he v*jiJiiwlwJ iu ^<^iuih*u 
accord. III this Fust C^nnin^nul G*^i^le^s, 5^ vf ihc 

theMT were people <L*f inflacritc jrsJ hiin^^icJ m-wuI 

view "4. JiiJ ^-icre cjrelu! n»»l lo wmiik u» a break tviih 
i!k' lii»mcl;anJ. Kr ViUc. Jin^'JiiL ihcni ttcic afi** 
Mfjiic ttiih nitJic cxticinc Jinbilii*ns. Tux, (\»npcv\ 
fCfcatcilK pw#vIai2i3eJ ihc n^a ilic U* 
'*thcir lRvJ^»m jnJ Ihci. pi*ipcil>'*afiJ ilicii pjiviLi:^ 
Jo make thtii *mii laws. Ij ijin».J lu pcupk ««J 
I'fi^auJ an J ilv: «,*>Ktn]cs uii!» ib pic\jnwc>. an J 
c^taMi^icJ a *1cacuc" *»f wil^ine^ Un ihc puip^^: »•! 
^^.♦nJiiwlinj; ihu c(.t';tuniK >tiujeJc 4\4ili Ln^lanJ aiiJ 
i;hp»^iiig J Kn^t'll *i3. Lndidi pu'duui* uiilil ihe Ia4v> 
iriiohcJ 111 ihc i.«<iifli«.t i\cic vmiJcJ. The Ci»iipcN> 
Je«.fJeu III ijicci -aiuc i\u*ic m »pinit! I ^^5 iii 
.*i*!ei Ji^k iIk Mluaiii^n. Mcaiuvhilc llic icmwu 
m llic *.i»Iiin!c!h ini.iCJvcJ and a icv<j|ul]oiiai\ ispim 
*ie\c!MpcJ- L^«val ai.ti\i.>i vMaiiLih wcic csuHIi^Jied. 
ivcapt*»N wcw i,»*1Ici.lcd. an J mill tan uiiiin weic 
**izsu\/cd anJ liaincJ jii ihc unc «♦! annv 

Tlie Eiiglhli Reaction 

In I ttdiAi public MpnuMii. anj jIm, h, I'ailiaiiiciil, 
iarhHi% \icivN ttci«. licfJ ivith ic^id in ihc vmKuucv 
Tfic Wliig Pjiiv. ji tlijt inin. in uppoMlioiu iiiuludcii 
tiKti like Willuni Pit! ilie elJeu llic kiscv.n wuici 
LilnlunJ Buikv*. aiiJ oihciN wlui saw ilic («n\ciii- 
iucnt\ at^li'^iiN as e^pjc^suuis Gcoige Ill's absolu- 
Usl iudtnjium\' Tin. •*ppt>Miu»ii t4 ilic colnnicN |o 
llieve adi^'iiN vvjs. in lliuu MpiiiK*it. a i.«>n!iiiualii*ii *»l 
, ific stiiijglc i»r die tnulidi people lur iIicii iiglus 
TIie\ demanded avvoHiinuJ.^iioii vvilli ilic i.i:Ioiiii;>. 
winch in Unti diuidd iiiitditv sonu •«! then acinaiuK 
The Kiuz and h\\ ^<dlieicnf5 v\cic m^hiojisK opposed. 
sUKC lhe> ic^idcd the i.**htiti>is' Jcm.indN and iheii 
a».tioiisaH icbclht»n anJ Iicunoh jnJ i^chcvcU llijt llic 
«»nlv vvjv on! was ivi *».eicoiik- die rebellion wiih 
biute Uiuc- Militaiv wiminianifei'* in Anicrua received 
Ills I rut Hons nt {hi\ spn ii and 'Acre sent reinfi>rcc- 
uieniv 

rroelainalioii of Independence by the Colonics 

In the early spring monilw of 1775 ilic Bnti^li 
coinmandni'^ olliccf in AineiKa instructed Ins men to 



LMHl locate the tteap<?n!> tlui had been collected, to 
aiies! the leadeis of the rebellion, and lu brmgthem 
to England. On the ^av tu the httle town of 
Concoid, not fai fiom the village of Lexington, a 
vla^ took place K'tui^en Bntssh soldiers and the 
lebek and there were nctims. On then wiay back to 
then bases the Biitishsiddiersu ere attacked all along 
the 4va> by the local people, and on both sides many 
i\ere killed and wounded. To be sure, before ihe start 
of these hostile acts, and e\en after the sliots "whose 
echo was heard around the world," there were still 
people who wanted, and believed in the possibility of, 
reconciliation. Tlie Second Continental Congress, 
which met as arranged in May 1775, decided once 
moie to turn to the King stressing its lo>alty to him 
and calling foi peace, but at same time it decided 
to mobilize financial resouices foi ihc struggle and to 
organize an army, which would be commanded by 
George Washington as supreme commander. George 
III rejected the proffered peace and proclaimed the 
colonies to be in a state of rebellion. Tlie position 
adopted by the King eased the iiork of those among 
the American leaders who from the start had striven 
to achieve complete separation of the colonics from 
Great Britain and who on principle were opposed to 
nmnarchial rule- To be sure, these aniiinonarchial 
tendencies were not the opinion held by the majority, 
and many among the settlers were not ready as yet 
for extrenmt action. Tlicse antiinonarchial tendencies 
were strengthened and spread in very broad circlo 
with Ihe publication of the pamphlet Co;;///m;; Sense, 
from the pen of the Quaker Thomas Raiiic- an 
emigrant of humble origin who had reached America 
onlv 2 >ears before and had published a periodical 
there Paine stroiigI> and ably negated the monarchial 
principle courageousl> attacked the personality of 
George III. and called on the colonies to separate 
from Ciigland and proclaim their full independence. 
The pamphlet was spread quickly in thousands of 
copies all o\er North America and helped greatly to 
consolidate the idea of independence- Richard Lee 
from Virginia gave expression to this change in the 
inood in his proposal that Congress proclaim *'lliat 
the colonies represent an independent state and aie 
oi)ligatcd to form one . . . they are not dependent on 
ilie Bnglish Crown and all ties between them and 
Britain sliould he totally voided/*"* A conimiitee 
under the chairmanship of Thomas Jefferson, another 
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Virginian, was requested t« toimuUlc ihe piMclinw- 
t. •^f independenw€ of ilic Nunh Amcriuin culunie^ 
and this pKclamaJian %as ratified b> the Cungresiun 
Jul> 4. P"'6- This document stresses, in the spirit 
political views held by the philosophers of that 
generation in France and England, that human Jseings 
are equal and possess natural riglits that cannot be 
abrogated. These are the riglits to life, to liberty, and 
to liappmess The proclamation also determines that 
pnernments draw justification for their existence 
fn^m their protection of these principles and prin 
leges, and that the source of their rule is the will and 
consent of those subject to their authority. And it is 
the privilege of the latter to reject a government that 
Has denied these principles and rigliis and to appoint 
another government in its place. In its second part, 
the declaration lists the tyrannical acts of George \U 
and his government c»»nstituting evidence that ihey 
denied the above principles, thus justifying the 
rcMlinn, and It prv»«.lainis ih». independence uf the 
colonies- 
Washington's Personality, Relative Power 

The war for liberation of the North American 
wlonics that ^amc in the wake of the Declaration of 
Independence lasted for over 6 years. Tlie forces in 
tiiis contest were unequally matched. Ttie British had 
at their disposal an organised army, trained and 
equipped and nijJi largci than the coluntsts' aimy, 
but it cunMhtcd mostly of meiuenaries, largely fiom 
Gcinuo>, vvhu did not fight foi a ^ause deal tu them. 
Tlic Diiti^h aLu Lad ai tlicii di^pu^al large financial 
lavan^ and a Mi <^ii^xiav> that wa^abk tu supply them 
k^ith all tlicii uccd:^ aitd to intcriupt traffic between 
the ^.olunies and the ^ountiie^ of Curupe, or at least 
tt^hampci it signifivantK. tn additiun, the British re 
tied on the help, and even the active support, of all 
i\hjhc vvhu had kept aluof from the rebellion and had 
remained loyal to the King. In contrast, the colonists 
suffered fro^i a lauk of arms, equipment, and money. 
To be sure, they fouglit on known terrain and^lmost 
every man among them knew how to use arms 
Nevertheless, they were not an organized, disciplined 
army and at times showed anarchical tendencies. 
During the struggle there were periods in which 
Washmgton had at his disposal merely several 
thousand hungry, ragged soldiers who were bitter and 
close to despair. It should be noted in Washington's 
favor that thank to iiis organizational gifts, his 
upright character, his personal charm, his great moral 



strength, his sttong faith jn the justice of the cause he 
served, liis ability in command, and his influence over 
his subordinates, he was able lo turn this undisci- 
plined popular mihtia into a unified army filled uith 
faith in its strength and the will to fi^t and win- 
Washington himself was convinced -and so convinced 
hij army -that victory m this struggle of the few 
against the many lay m ilie morsl strength of the 
army and uf the people behmd it, and to that he 
devoted his chief attention. It should be stressed that 
it had fallen to Washington to oviercomc not only the 
lack of military equipment and financial resources, 
but also the lack of mutual trust between -the 
individual colonies, the suspicions and small- 
mindedness, the attempts of quite a few to enrich 
themselves at the expense of a people engaged in a 
si.uggle, and also the economic difficulties such as 
rising piices, a lack of cHjnfidcncc in the.currcncy, and 
other related matters. Washington, with the aid of his 
supporters, overcame all these problems and during 
llie course of the vrar rose to the level of a national 
leader, a hero beloved by all and a personality of 
unshaken moral authority. 

The Course of the War and the Consequences of the 
Peace of Versailles 

At first the colonists suffered heavy defeats. Many 
areas and impoitant cities, among them the centers of 
Ameiican life in^ilibse yeais such as New Yom and 
Hiiladclphia, were conquered by tlia. enemy. The 
rebels weie forced to retreat westwards and many of 
them were dose to despair. But an important change 
in the situation took place after their great victory m 
the Battle of Saratoga jn 1777, when a large British 
army of 5,000 men surrendered to the insurgents 
with its commanders. Tliis battle had not only 
military significance-actually it was not sufficiently 
important to decide the war—but also political 
meaning. The colonists' struggle had awakened many 
echoes in European countries and had engaged the 
sympathies of freedom figlilers among different 
peoples, including England's enemies. The represenla* 
lives of the rebels were energetically active in the 
capitals of Europe m order to gam moral support and 
financial and military aid. Many Europeans regarded 
It as then duty to participate actively in the colonists* 
war for freedom. Thus the rebel army was joined by 
Lafayette the Frenchman, Kosciuszko the Pole, 
Steuben the Ccriiian, and others. The French Cov- 
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cmmeni saw in the rcbellkm an oppuiiunlty lu u> lu 
invaUdaie the results of iis defeat in the Seven Ycais* 
'War, bul from fhc ouise: of the mi ii Iimiied iis help 
to ihe supply of arms and the extension of cicdii 
only The banle of Saiaiop freed the colonics frum 
iheir military isolation. France dechreJ war on 
England and a short while later u-as joined by Holland 
and also by Spain, which hoped to recapture Gibral- 
tar and Florida This fact fundamentally changed the 
relative strength between the warring parties', espe- 
cially at sea. England wa^ forced to fi^t on several 
fronts and encountered difficulties in maintaining the 
blockade of the colonies. The effort to maintain this 
blockade under all drcumstances moved other 
countries to enter the war to protect the freedom of 
trade by sea. Russia* Denmark, and Sweden dc- 
clared "armed neutrality/* thus expressing to some 
degree their readiness to oppose by force any effort 
to search their ships. /\s a result of this change in the 
internafional situation England's position became 
more critical Critical statements increased in Parlia- 
ment in London and in expressions of public opinion, 
especially after a second heavy defeat tliat England 
suffered in J 781 when the main British arm> undei 
Lord Cornwallis surrendered to the rebels at York* 
town Tliis surrender actuall> put an end to England's 
effort to subdue the rebellion b> force and decided 
tlieoutcomeof the war. A new Wliig government in 
England opened peace negotiations with the colonies 
and their allies. Washington* who knew that the 
Americans had reached the end of their strength, also 
wanted peace. In 1783 peace treaties were signed at 
Versailles, in which the sovereignty of the North * 
American colonies was recognized and they were 
given the territory between the Appalachians and the 
Mississippi River »n the North a border was fixed that 
was almost identical with that of today. In the South, 
the Florida peninsula was given to Spain. Tlie 
privilege of tbe colonials to fish in the waters off 
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia was assured. France 
received back several of her territories in the West 
Indies and in Africa. The colonies o^'igated the*m* 
selves* to return the properties that had been confis- 
cated during the war from those who remained loyal 
to the king (the -"loyalists'*), most of whom emi- 
grated to Canada. They also obligated themselves to 
pay the colonists* debt,to English nierclianls. 

Tlie Economic Crisis After the War 

With the signing of the peace treaty and the 
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fecugnitsun of the colonial States* mdepeiidence, the 
bttet faced the difTicult problem of giving new form 
to theii cummon political hfc. In spite of the Union's 
establishment simultaneousI> with the declaration of 
independence, the colonies v^erc actually independent 
States with governments of their own. Ufferences in 
economic interests, differences in tradition and m the 
socbl structure that existed among several of them, 
and anxieties and suspicions contributed to feelings 
of mutual distrust. In the first years after the 
granting of independence there was much tension 
betu-een the States. This u'as a period of confusion 
and severe political and social crisis. The States 
established their own customs tariffs, a fact that 
caused much friction among them. Even the currency 
wa& not uniform, and several States issued their own 
bank notes, thinking only of their own narrow 
interests. The value of the currency, already low in 
any case, fell tremendously. There also was friction 
between the States with regard to the boundaries of 
thcif jurisdiction, and especially concernmg the ques* 
tion of what fof m of government should apply to the 
areas that were turned over under the Treaty of 
Versailles, and how to organize them. The difficulties 
that had moved the British Government m 1763 to 
forbid Oie move.westwaid reappeaied. The economic 
life of the States was shaken to its foundations. 
Debtois among the faimeis even tried to cancel tlicu 
debts by Use of foice* The daiigei of a social 
revolution threatened. A state of anarchism arose 
that bfouglit about complete pohtical and economic . 
chaos. The promises to satisfy the claims of the 
English creditofs were not fulfilled, and the property 
of the Loyalists was also not returned. As.a result, 
England did not withdraw its army from its strong* 
holds and the>e were fears that the war miglit be 
renewed. There was no central government capable of 
functioning in North America, since Washington had 
taken his leave immediately after the end of hostili* 
ties and had returned to his estate. To be sure, the 
Continental Congress continued to meet and theore- 
tically it was the supreme government of the States, 
but in actuality it was nothing but a type of council 
of representatives of the sovereign States in which 
every State, small or large, had one vote and in which 
every decision'needed at least nine affirmative votes. 
Tlie Congress had no authority to impose or collect 
taxes and duties and, during certain periods, did not 
even hold its meetings, since its members did not 
attend and ft had no mechanism of enforcement at its 
disposal. The decision of 1787 concerning the North* 
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west Territories made with onl> 18 of ihc 91 
members of the Congfcss present. The states of 
Europe were skeptical of the new nation*s ability to 
survive and did not send represcntativ-es there. 



The Northwest Ordinance of 1 787 

The leaders of the [American] States saw this 
fJcvelopmeni with concern, since it was bound to lead 
to political disintegration, and 1' ?y reached a con- 
sensus tliat the States would have to be unified into 
one political body that would be subordinated to one 
national government. A first and important step in 
the direction of unification was taken with the 
adoption of a decision concerning fhe fate of the 
Northwest Territories. During the war and immedi- 
ately after its termination tliousands of settlers liad 
burst into the new areas. Certain States demanded 
that they govern tliese areas by tlicinsclves, 3zid other 
States claimed that the areas belonged in common to 
the States and tliat new States should be establislied 
tiiere. Finally the latter position was accepted, and in 
the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 it was determined 
thai a Governor appointed by the Congress should 
rule in the new areas. When the number of settlers 
V/lthin the boundaries of a certain Territory reached 
5,000, it would be granted independence within 
' certain limits, such as the rigli' to establish a local 
legislative assembly similar to those in the other 
States. A representative of the Territory could partici- 
pate in the sessions of Congress but would have no 
vote. Wlien the number of free settlers reached 
60,000, the Territory could be admitted into the 
Union with riglits equal to those of the other member 
States. In the three to five States that would be 
established in the new area, freedom of speech, press, 
and religion would be maintained, and slavery would 
not be introduced. The Ordinance of 1787 deter 
mined the future road of development uf the United 
States and the methods of its colonization in Nurth 
America tlirougliout its extension tu the shores of the 
Pacific Ocean. Tlie States that were established during 
the I^tli century became a part of the United Slates 
in a»;cord with the principles of this Ordinance. Mean- 
while the movement for unification grew. The fol- 
lowers of the >oung and able politician Alexandci 
Hamilton and the man of science James Madison 
brought up a proposal to convene a convention of 
Slates' representatives to discuss means of improving 



the c<.mstitution of the Un'on. Tlie convention met m 
spring 1787 in Philadelphia, In it participated rcpre- 
scntati\'es of 12 States, including, among others, the 
old and experienced leaders of the generation. 
Franklin and Washington, and also the younger ones, 
Hamflton and Madison. The representatives, whose 
number reached 55, were subsequently called the 
Fathers of the Constitution to honor them. Among 
the leaders known from the time of the struggle for 
liberation who were absent from the convention were 
Jefferson, who was then in France, Thomas Paine, and 
also several others who were opposed to the establisli- 
meni of a strong central government. 



Tlie Dispute on the Principles of the Constitution 

During the discussions on the contents of the 
Constitution, several central pioblems crystallized, 
and fundamental differences of opinion arose among 
the participants concerning desirable approaches to 
their solution. It became clear very quickly that a 
new formulation of the Constitution would not be 
satisfactory, as was at first believed. The small 
colonies feared that they would lose their independ- 
ence to the large ones an^l demand equal rights in 
decisionmaking. No less important was the question 
of the central government's authority in relation to 
that of. the local governments. Several of the par- 
ticipants demanded establishment of a strong central 
government with broad authority,others were opposed 
to this in principle. This led to the question of the 
method that would determine the composition of the 
individual States* delegations to the central governing 
tvHlies— whether according to the pnnciple of equal- 
ity or according to the size of their populations. It 
wah unclear liuw the black slaves should be counted, 
ho\v the President would be elected, and what his 
authority sliould be. in the answers that were offered 
to these questions, conflicts due to economic inter- 
ests were also refiected, especially confiicts between 
the industrial-mercantile North and agricukural 
South. These confiicts found their expression also in 
the attitude of the participants tov/ard slavery. There 
also were differences of opinion between those who 
tended toward an aristocratic form of government— 
and scveial uf these did nut eliminate from considera- 
tion the possibility of establishing a monarchy— and 
the advocates of a full realization of democratic 
principles of equality. 
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The Compromise 

These problems and the strong differences of 
opinion connected with them could have precluded 
any possibility of agreement. Tlie fact tliat George 
Washington, who did not lean to any parly, was 
elected president of the convention, that the discus- 
sions were held behind closed doors, and that the 
convention agreed in one of its first sessions to decide 
questions by simple majority-all these developments 
smoothed the way to the success of the convention 
and its redefinition of the governmental institutions 
of the United States. Its sessions continued for 
about 5 months and all the various problems in the 
conflict were settled by compromise. Tlius, for 
instance, a compromise was oflered concerning the 
question of determining States' representatiun'in the 
organs of the central government, according to which 
the legislative organ, the Congress, was to be com- 
posed of two houses the Senate and the House uf 
Representatives. To the first, each State, whether 
small or large, would send two representati\es, and to 
the second house it would send a number of 
representatives proportionate to the size of its popu- 
lation. The second compromise concerned the slaves, 
who were essentially conctnUztdl ivt the Suulh. In 
order to determine the size of the representation of 
States in the House of Representatives only three- 
fifths ofthe slaves would be taken into consideration. 
Concerning demands for the abolition of slavery, m 
accordance with the principles tf equality and the 
basic rigfus of man, it was agreed that for 20 years 
the Congress would not involve itself in the question 
of the importation of slaves and would not impose 
any duty on them above a fixed sum, and it was 
decided that there would be an obligation to turn 
over escaped slaves to their owners. Concerning the 
democratic principle, it was determined that the 
members of the House of Representatives would be 
elected by direct vote, and that members of the 
Se^nate would be nominated by the legislative body of 
each State. Also, the President would be elected by 
indirect vote. 



Ratification of the Constitution 

Tlie new Constitution was accepted by a majority 
of 39 votes out of 55, but among those who voted for 
it were representatives from all the States. It was 



decided at the same me-;ing that it would tak^ effect 
after ratification by at least 9 States. During the 
struggle for ratification, which was not an easy matter 
in several of the5tates, it became clear that there Vias 
a need ro make certain changes in the Constitution, 
but by the summer of 1788 it received the necessary- 
ratification. Within 2 years the ratification was 
confirmed by all 13 States. In 1789 Washington was 
elected the first President of the United States of 
America. 



The Constitution of the United States x 

As has been mentioned, the Congress represents 
the legislative institution of the state. The President 
lias veto power over the decisions of the Congress, 
but his opposition will not prevail if a decision is 
reconfirmed by a two-thirds majority in both Houses. 
In affairs relating to foreign policy, war, the mihtary, » 
and export-import matters, the Congress decides. 
According to the original Constitution, the members 
of the Senate are chosen by the legislatures of the 
States, but since I9I3 they, loo, are elected by direct 
■toic. Evciy 2 ycdis oiic-lhiru of the Senate members 
leave, and in their place new ones arc elected. T!ie 
members of the House of Representatives are elected 
every 2 years. 

Tlie executive power is placed in the hands of the 
President and his mmislers (Secretaries), whom he 
nominates and whose appointment is ratified by the 
Senate. Tlie competencies of the President, who is 
simultaneously the head of state and head of govern- 
ment, are very broad. He is the supreme commander 
of the army and navy, he concludes international 
treaties and forms alliances with the Sciiate*s ratifica- 
tion. He appoints higli officials and judges. The 
Presider^t and his Vice President are elected every 4 
years. Tlie Vice President presides as chairman over 
the Senate, and lakes the President's place after his 
death for the duration of his unexpired term. 

The Constitution defines the authority of the" 
central government, but that of the different stale 
governinenis is defined negatively-llial is, all preroga- 
tives that are not explicitly assigned to the central 
government are reserved to them. They are mostly 
concerned with local matters: education, traffic, 
police, hospitals, etc. The Slates arc headed by a 
Governor who is elecied every 2 or 4 years. A 
legislative body is active by his side, it consists of two 
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houses, which are also clecrcd. The judiciary durhor 
ity is placed in ihe hands of a Supreme Court which 
has veiy broad prerogatives, Tlie judges of the 
Supreme Court are appointed for life by the Presi- 
dent They are authorized to decide controversies 
that arise between the legislative and executive' 
authorities In addition, it is their dut> to decide if 
the laws and their implementation by government 
conform to the Constitution. 

Tlie authors of the Constitution wanted to assuic 
its solidity, but at the same time to provide the 
p«mibility of eftecting changes in it when ncccssjr). 
In accnrd with this aim it was decided that proposals 
to change the Constitution would have to be ratified 
by a majority of two-thirds in the two Houses of 
Congress and also by three-quarters of the local 
legislatures. Since 1789 about 2,000 proposals for 
changes in the Constitution have been made, but only 
21 have been ratified. Ten of these were adopted 
during the first years after the Constitution took 
force, and they include ihe ratification of the basic 
rights of man and citizens and represent the Bill of 
Right.^ of the American peopleiI79I). 

Tlie Constitution of the Vniied Slates ;s the first 
written republican constitution of modern times. For 
the first time the basic riglits of man and citizens arc 
explicitly noted and liitcd rigliti and freedoms thai, 
subsequently, through various channels, became the 
foundations of democratic society in the 19th and 
20th centuries Tlie authors of the Constitution 
consistently implemented the principle of thesepara- 
tiun of powers, and cadi of the three authorities 
serves as restramt to the others. The task of each 
IS defined: the Congress determines the law, the 
President implements it, and the Court explains it, To 
be sure, the President has the opportunity to in- 
fluence the lawr.iaking process by means of his right 
to veto, but the Congress on the other hand can 
influence the implementation of the Jaw thanks to its 
right to confirm certain of the President's decisions 
and its riglit to judge the President legally under 
certain conditions. The Supreme Court, on its part, is 
authorized to set a specific law aside or to void a 
specific decision of the executive power if it is 
satisfied that this decision is contrary tjp the Constitu- 
tion. To be sure, this mutual interdependence of the 
authuricics is likely to complicate the legislative 
process and also to hamper the methods of imple- 
mentation but, at the same time. It serves as a 
guarantee for the preservation of democracy r 

Tlie American Constitution was formulated 170 



years ago for a nation of about 3 million people that 
occupied a territory mcomparably smaller than that 
of today. Since that time the economic* social, and 
demographic realities of the state have totally 
changed, as has its international position, yet the 
Constitution, apart from a few added changes, re- 
mains valid. It did not interfere in the development of 
the American nation, and-K;xcept for the war 
between the North and tlje South during the second 
hall of the 19th century~thai nation had no need for 
the use of force in order to adapt iis Constitution to 
the changes that took place in society. The founda- 
tions of the Constitution gave it sufficient solidity, as 
well as elasticity, to meet its needs. 



Selections From Sources 

The Declaration of Independence of the United 
States (July 4, 1776). 

Wli^n in iIk Cjur^c uf human c*cnLs, ii becomes necessary 
for one people lo dissohc i|:c poLliul bands which luvc 
eonnecicd iheni with anoiher. and lo assume among ihc 
Powers of ihe earlh, llic scfKiralc and equal stalion to whieh 
ilie Laws of Nalure and of Nature's God en n tic them, 
dcvvnt rei}>Cvt u* the opmiunvuf nunkind requires that they 
stivuM dcvlurv IIk cuuso whwh impel them to the separa- 
tion, 

\Vc hold tliese^ truths to be self-evident, that all m7n arc 
created cqital, titat Ihcy are endowed by their Creator with 
certam unalienable Rii:lits,jliat among these arc Life, Liberty 
and thv purvuit uf lljppines^. Tlut tu secure these rights. 
Governments are instituted amon^ Men, dcrivm^ their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, Tliat whenever any 
1-orm of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the Kiitln of ihe IVopIc to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and Dipinutn^ its puweis in such form, as to ihem 
shall svcm iiu«t hkel> tu effect their Safely and Happiness. 
Prudence, indeed, will dictale that Governmcnls lonj; estab* 
lished should not be changed for light and transient causes: 
and accordinfily all experience hath shown, that mankind arc 
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 
rijit ihcmsehcs by abolishing the forms to which they arc 
j^t^usfuined But. a hen a lun^; tram of abuses and usurpa- 
tions, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to 
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is 
their duly, to throw off such Government, and to provide' 
new Guards for their future security,-Such has been the 
piitient ;»ufferanvc of these Colonies, and such <s now the 
n*.vCNvil> v.hitli vuMstiams thcni to alter their former Sy^iems 
of Government The history of the present Kini; of Great 
Britain is a history of repealed injuries and usurpations, all 
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 
Tyranny over these Slates. To prove this, let I-aets be 
subinitlecf to a candid worhL 
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III' lus tltv^^hcJ RepivNcnfjiiu Ik»usc\ repejicJh. foj 
the f 4:t»rk\ 

• • m m » 0 m 

IK' cnJcj%«*urcil 1 1 prc\cni ihj {v^pubiion *if ih^ 
SfaiCN. t'ur »Iiai purpi»w obviruciinir ihc Lin\ fur Naturjli/j 
lion of I'orcipiwTN, rcfuMn^ Cm pjss Milicrst<»cnL0urJ:^e ihcir 
miiirjtion hither, and ntivin^ ihc «.onJnuMiV(if new Appiupii- 
aiiuns of Lands 

He ha< obstructed the Ad inmiNt ration of JuMice. b> 
refusing liis Vssent to Uiws for c^tablishini: Judiciar) Powers. 

He ha< made judges dependent on his Will jloow. tor Ihc 
tenure of their *>ffice<, and the amount and pavnicnt uf their 
vilaricN. 

" Ife lus erected j inuhitude i»f Vew Oltltcv. and >ent hithci 
<*arni\ o*" OlliLcrv tt» haravs our Peuplt. and cat vut their 
^dbstance 

He lus kept amon^' us. in timc^ uf ptaw. Standini; Ai nius 
without the Conwyfit of our iciiiNLjiurL' , 

He ha« alYected to render the Mih(ar> independent of and 
superior to the Civil Power. 

lie has combined with others t.. Nabjc^l us tw a juris- 
diction lorci^^n to our vonstitutiun, jnd unawknowlcdiicd b> 
our lawN, p\in): his As^tn* to then acts ol pretended 
leetslalum: 

I or i|atrtcrin^ ljr>:t. bt'diw\ mI aiiiwd troops anions u\. 

I .^r protvLtmc tlam. b\ j uotk Trijl. from Punishnicni 
for jn\ Murders wliKh thv,. »hMulJ i^umiuil .;ii the Inluln- 
tants of these States" 

l or LUttini^off oui Trade with j|| p.tn%ot the world- 

I ur impt»sin. taxes on us wuhout oui ron>ent. 

ioi deprivm.: us m inan> va>c>..ii ihw bcncfiisot Trial b> 
Jur> - * 

> or trjasiHirtin^- us bL>. 'nd Sta> u» In. ifud ioi prcttnUcU 
<»ffenccs: 

for abiilishinj the free S>Ntem of I nijiish Laws in a 
neiJiborin-j PKWince. cstalilishme therein an Arhiirarv 
.eoveriiinent. and cnlar^'ine its Boundaries m; as to render it at 
uncc an example and lit instrument for intiudiikinji the sanit 
absolute rule into these Colonies 

l or lakini.' a;va> our ( hartcfs, abohshiiia our most \alu- 
Mc Laws, and altering lundamentallv the l orirts o| oxu 
Governments 

l or susjKMuhne our own Lceisljture. and declaring them- 
selves invested witli Power to kvisble for ns in all cases 
whatsoever. 

lie has abdiLated Covcrnmcni her*-.b> devlarin>: us out of 
his Protection and vvat!ing War aj^inst us. 

He has plundered oui ita>. rava^^ed oui Coast«>. burnt uui 
towns, and destri>yed the lives of otir people. 

He IS at this tunc transporthi^; larpc armies of furci>:n 
niercenanes lo cuin pleat the wt»rks id death, desolation and 
tyranny, already be>;un with ^ir^^uinstauces ol Crncliy & 
perfidy scarcely paralleled in tht most barbarous a^^ts ami 
ititally unworthy the Head of j civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citi/cns taken Captivt on 
the hiuh Seas to bear \rms a^iinst their Country, to bc^imK 
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the executioners of their Itiends and Brethren, or fci fall 
themselves by their Hand<- 

Hc lias excited domeMic insurrections amongst m, and has 
endeavoured lo bring on the infubtunts of our Ironti;;rs. the 
merciless Indian _Sav*2ge$. whose known rule of warfare, is an 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions W'c liavc Petitioned for 
Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions 
have been answered only by repeated injury. A Pnnec. whose 
tluratter is thus marked by every act which may define a 
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler a free People. 

, Nor have W'e been w-antirtg in attention lo our British 
brethren- W^c have warned them from lime lO time of 
attempts by their legisSature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded tnem of the circum- 
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magna ninnty, and we 
luve conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to 
disatow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt 
our tonneitioiis and correspondence. They too have been 
deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. Wc must, 
therefore, acquiesce in the he«;ssity. which denounces our 
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rcit ol mankind. 
f:nemie$ in War, in Peace I riends. 

Wc. therefore, the Representatives of the united States of 
Ameriui. in General Congress, Assembled, appeahng to the 
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do. in the Name, and by A ul horny of the good 
People of these Cojonies, solemnly publish and declare. That 
these United Colonics arc, and of Uighl ought to be I rec and 
Independent States, that they are Absolved Iroin all Allegi- 
ance to the British Crown, and that all polnital tonnCttion 
between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought ro 
be totally dissolved. and that as I ret and Independent States, 
they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract 
AlliancLS. establish Commerce, and do all other Acts and 
Things which Independent States may of right do. And for 
the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pled^ie to each 
other our Lives, our I ortunesand our sacred Honor. 
f 

Thomas Paine (1737-1809 on the Engh'sh 
Constitlifion |froni Common Sense, first pub- 
Hshed in Phifadelphia in January 17761, 



Society in every state is a blessing, but government, even 
in its l^st state, is but a necessary evil", in its worst state an 
intolerable one. for when we suffer, or arc exposed to the 
same miseries by a government, which wc might expect in a 
LOU n try without government, our calamity is heightened by 
retlecting that wc furnish the mean* by which wc sitifctr 
Government, like drew, is the badge of lost lonoccncc, the 
palaLCs of kings are built upon the rums of the bovvers ol 
paradise, f or were thejmpulses of cun^icnce clear, uniform 
and irresistibly obeyed, man Wi»uld need no other lawgiver, 
but that not being the case, he finds it necessary to surrender 
up a part of his property to furnish means lor the protection 
of the rest, and this he is induced to do by the same prudence 
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Aliich in c^ery olhcr ^dvijes him out of luo c\iU tQ 
cht^osc the K'ji^l Whercfure. sccurit) being the true dt^ign 
and end of governmenl. it unanswerabl) follows thai 
uha!cvcf form !hcfc.4' appears mo4t likely w* ensure it tw u^, 
with the leas* cNpcncc and jiUcaltM bcnetll, i$ preferable to 
ali othcrsL . . . 

I draw my idea of the furm of government frum a 
principle in nature, which no art can overturn, \iz, that the 
miirc simple anything is. the less. liable it is to be disordered; 
and the easier repaired ulien dbordefed;and with this ma\im 
m view, l offer a few remarks on the so much boasted 
constitution of Di^and. Hut it was noble for the dark and 
slavish limes In which it was erected, is granted. When the 
world ttias Mverrun with tyranny the least remove therefrom 
\w a jrlorious rescue But that it is imperfect, subject to 
ci'nvuKions, and incapable of producing what it seems to 
promise is easily oemonstrated. . , . 

I know it IS difjlcult to pet over local or long standing 
prejudices. >ei if uic will suffer ourselves to examine the 
i.<imponent part^ of the English constitution, we shall find 
them to be the base remains of two ancient i>ranntes. 
i^oinpoundcd with s»»me new republican materials 



{Mapl fhf Ujr h't ! if-ifdU m \*^rrli Anun- 

ijii i'*i'fm% \\\ji]'n m'jp kalurcs UkM^ IIu 13 



nnp ^jijtif ^^ailk^ m[ the Rcv«»lufit*n.j 



I i*st, Tlu •k/Tijin^ a4 munjuhiul i>rjnny m the pcrxon 
ot the kiUi!. 

Scwondl>, Tliu iunuin> uf ju^tocratiLal tyranny in the 
persons of the peers. 

Thirdl>. Tlu ntu fcpublitan maicruls. m tht persons 
the commons, on rthos* virtue depends the irecdom ol 
I'-n^fand. 

Tilt t\So tlfst. bv bkin^ lieri:ditar>, arc indcpLndcnt ol the 
pc.>plt, v,\ii^t^i.ju m J •.on!kiitutionji sense ihty tontubutc 
nothinu towards tht frLcdoiii oT ilic stale. 

To M> thdt tliL cunsiitution ol Lngland is a union ol 
three poWLis, reciproLjll> thctkm^ cath other, is farcitai. 
vithei the WMrd> Iuvl nu meaning, oi they arc flji contradic- 
tions. 

To say that the commons is a check upon the King, 
presupposes two things. 

I irnt. That the kmg is not to be trusted without betng 
looked aftei, or in otiicr words, that a tjiirst for absolute 
power, is thi^ njturul disease of monarchy. 

Secondly. Jhjt tht commons by being appointed for 
thjt purpose, art cither wiser or more worthy ot tonfidente 
than the crown. 

But as the same constitution whith gives the commons a 
piiwcr to check the king b> withholding the supplies, gives 
afterwards the king a power to cheek the commons, by 
empowering liini to reject I heir other bills; it again supposes 
tliat the -king is wiser than those whom it has already 
supposed to be wi^cr than him. A mere absurdity! 



There is something exceedingly ridiculous in the composi- 
tion of monarch' , it first excludes a man from the means of 
information, yet empowers him to act m cases where the 
highest judgment is required. The Mate of a king shuts him 
from the world, yet the business of a king requires him.jo 
know it thoroughly; wherefore the different parts, by 
unnaturally opposing and destroying each other, prove the 
whole character to be absurd and useless. « . . 



The Virginia Statute of January 16. 1786 on tlic 
Freedom of Religion 

I. Whereas Almighty God has created the mmd free, so 
tlui all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments or 
burdens, or by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget habits 
of hypocrisy and meanness, and are a departure from the 
plan of the Holy Author o.^ our religion, who, being Lord 
both of body a.id mind, yet chose not to propagate it by 
coercions on cither, as was in His almighty power to do: that 
the impious presumption of legislators and rulers, civil as well 
as ecclesiastical, who. being themselves but fallible and 
uninspired men. have assumed dominion over the faith of 
others, setting up their own opinions and modes of thinking 
as the only true and infallible, and as such endeavoring to 
impose them on others, has established and maintained false 
religions over the greatest part of 4h9 world, and through all 
time, that to compel a man to furnish contributions of 
money for the propagation of opinions which he disbeheves 
is sinful and tyrannical. .that our civil rights have no 
dependence on our religious opinions, any more than our 
opinions in physics or geometry; that, therefore, the pro- 
scribing [of I any citizen as unworthy [of) the public con- 
fidence by laying upon h:m an incapadty of being called 
to offices of trust and emolument unless he profess or re- 
nounce this or that religious opinion is depriving him in- 
juriously of those privileges and advantages to which in 
eommun uith his fellow citizens he has a natural right. . . . 

II. Beit . . . etiacfed by the General Assembly that no man 
shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious 
worship, pLicc, or ministry whatsoever^ nor shall be enforced, 
restrained, molested, or burdened in his body or goods, nor 
shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or 
belief, but that all men shall be free to profess, and by 
argument to maintain, their opinion in mattery of religion, 
and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect 
(heir civil capacities. 

III. And though we w-H know that this Assembly, 
elected by the people for the ordinary purposes of legislation 
only, have no power to restrain the acts of succeeding 
assemblies, constituted with fK)wers equal to our own, and 
that therefore to declare this act to be irrevocable would be 
of no effect in law. yet we we arc free to declare, and do 
declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of the natural 
right< of mankind, and thdt if any jct shall hereafter be 
passed to repeal the present, oi to narrow it» operation, such 
act will be an infringement of natural right. 
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Dates 

1763 End of the Seven Years' War. Interdicrion to 
move West. 

1764 Supr Law 
1765 -Stamp lax 

1 770 Boston Massacre 

J 774- First Continental Congress in Philadelphia 

1776- The Declaration of Independence of the North 
American colonics 

1777- Battle of Saratoga 
1 7X3 -Peace of Versailles 
1787 Northwest Ordinance 

1 789 -Washington President of the United States 



Questions 

J 

f. Describe the causes 'uf the conflict between 
the North American colonies and Lngland 
according to their different types. 
2, Why did this conflict mtensify to the pointy 
separation in the sixties and seventies of th^ 
IKth century? Do you believe that it would 
have been possible to prevent this split? 
3- Write a charge sheet from the perspective of 
an English patriot-^on English policy toward 
the colonies during the crisis years. 
4. Describe the stages in the Jcvelopiijg political 
ambitions for independence of the North 
American colonies. 
5- The war of liberation of the North American 
colonies is sometimes regarded as not only an 
external war for political ifidependence, but 
also as an internal struggle for change in the 



methods of government and the social order. 
Is this view correct? Give reasons for your 
opinion. 

6. Describe: (1) The influence of political 
cven;s in Europe, especially the intellectual 
views current during that generation in 

» Europe, on tlie chain of events in North 
America and (2) the influence and results 
that the war for liberation of the North 
American colonies had for the course of 
political and social cveiits in Europe. 

7. What diftlculties, by type, faced the colonies 
at the end of the war for liberation? 

8. What was the content and what was the ' 
importance of the Northwest Ordinance of 

J 787? 

9. How did the Constitution solve the question 
of slavery? Does this solution appeal to you? 

10. What were the main dilTerences of opinion 
during the deliberations on the content of the 
Constitution of the United States? Were these 
differences of opinion settled? In what fash 
ion? 

11. Do you find that the Constitution of the 
United States expresses the political views of 
the period of the Enligbtmcnt? To what 
extent? Do you also find conlrary views to 
the.VJ in it? Give reasons for your opinion. 

12. Compare methods of government and authori- 
zation customary in the contemporary United 
States to those customary in England, especi- 
ally with regard to(l) position, election, and 
prerogatives of the legislative body with re- 
gard to its two Houses and (2) authority of 
the, English King on one hand and the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the other. 
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V 

I 

10, JAPAN 



The American Independence Revolution^ 

English Colonial Policy ^ 

The 13 English colonics on the American conti 
nent were the result of the efforts of tlie Puritans,^ 
whu weie ^eekmg ficcJora of leligiun in the New 
Wuilil, and of people iniere^tcd m tude and de\elup* 
mg new land^. Althuugli undei the cuntiul uf the 
muthei cuuntiy, (he culonii>i5 weic &tiungl> imbued 
with (he spiiit of fieedum and independence, and 
(he> de\eluped demuciatic autonuin> thiuugli then 
respective culonial a^^embhes. In the Nuitli, cum- 
inerce and industry thii\ed alung with agiicultuie by 
landowning faimeis, while in the Suuth, tubaccu and 
cotton plantations flouiished ihiuugh use of black 
slaves. 

lluwevei, England, the muihei country, hmited 
the growth uf cummeice and industiy in the Amen- 
can colonies b> means of a meicantile policy of using 
the colonies as a souicc of law materials and at the 
same time as a maiket for English products.* Foi this 
reason, the colonies became more and more dis- 
contented with England, but duiing the Seven Years' 
Wai [1756-63] theie was no outbieak of disputes 
oecause the support of the home counti> was needed. 



^Compilers' Noic-Transbtcd fror^i Kcntaro Murakawa, 
Nainio Egami, Tatsuro Yamamoto, and Kcntaro Hayash!*s 
Shosetsu Sekai Shi (Detailed Woild Ifistory). (New cd.) 
Tokyo: Yamakawa Shuppafi Sba, 1973. Pp 218-lh Repro- 
duced with permission from Yamakawa Siiuppan Sha. The 
material Is designed for the 10th, ilth, or 12th year of a 
12-year primary-seeondary sehool cyele. 

'in 1620, the Puritans (also known as the Pilgrim 
Fathers) landed on the new continent from the Mayflower 
and founded Plymouth Colony, from whieh the New England 
colonics got their start. 

^Fvxam'jHcikuf tuntu)! jtc the Sugar Act, which 
toibadc the impSft of Augaf ftum non-Lngh>h culonic^, jml 
(he Iron Act, which banned ihc manufacture uf iron. 



I Map) Snrthcastern America during the colonial 
period (J 760). (Major map features identify the 13 
oridnal colonies and several important cities; also 
delineate French and Spanish territory J 



The French thieat, however, disappeared with the 
termination of the wai, and England made substantial 
teiiitoiial gains in America.' Adopting a stronger 
meicantile policy to- meet the expenditures incurred 
during the wai and to ensure the security of the vast 
Ameiican teiiitory, England then levied taxes on the 
colonies, theieby increasing colonial discontent. The 
Stamp Act of 1765, in particular, was opposed by 
nearly all colonists. Meetings of colonial representa 
tives were held and took the position that, since no 
colonists were members of the English Parliament, 
Parliaincnt could not vote taxes on them. Even in the 
home country, there was support for the proposition 
that taxation and the right to representation were 
insepaiablc principles, and in 1766 tlte Government 
rescinded the Stamp Act. Nevertheless, other taxes 
continued to be levied on the colonies. In 1773, 
opposition to the Tea Tax led to the Boston Tea 
Party.^ from then on, the resistance movement grew 
more intense, but the home government's response 
was only to apply stronger tactics. 



(Picture] A utn t^f pari uf the U,\\ii itf Boston in 
Aov Ijigland and lintisli ships of war landing their 
troffps 1 76H. 



•hTo sa/e the East India Company fiom finandai ruin, 
England pve a special dispensation by waiving customs 
duties on the company's tea exported to America, thereby 
mhibiting the profitable smuggling trade of the colonial 
merelunts. The Boston Tea, Party refers to the incident in 
which these merchants and radical anti-Britishcis joijied 
together and, disguised as Indiana, boarded the Isast India 
Company ships and dumped their tea cargo into the harbor 
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The War for Indepcndencj^afiu Its Effects 



In 1774. tlu^luilnnieii lield a Continental Cuii^Cis 
to puncsy^msi the mother countr>, but the Khig 
and jb<flGovernnicnl refused tophangc their position, 
diyit in 1775 armed fiditiiig broke out at Lexington. 
-The colonies united to llglit under Washington 
(1732-99) as the C'>annander-in-chier.*' On July 4, 
1776, the delegates from 13 colonies met in Phila- 



delphia and adopted ilie Declarntion of Indepen- 
dence. This Declaration i»f Independence, drafted b) 
Thomas Jefter>on (l74iV|K26J, together with the 
later Declaration of the Riglits of Man of the French 
Revcilutiun; forms the ba>ic principles of modern 
politics. 



The Declaratioti of Indcpejidencc (Excerpts) 
******* 

Wc UM ilioc iruths lu be scli-cvidciiL ilui j|| mcii Jrc 
trcjicU cquji. ilui nie> art- cndouciJ by ihoi Crejior uiih 
tcfijin unalienable Ri>:his. tlui jinon: ihcscarc Life. Libcru 
jnd tiK- pursmi oi lljppincvv I hat tu secure iliese ritihls. 
fitncrnmciifN a^ m^ntuud anumj: Men. dciivmi: iheir junI 
IK»ttcrs lr«>ni ihc Comcnf of tliepnerned. Thai whenever an\ 
I oriii t»l (lovertimem becomes dcslruenveot ihesociuK. il i\ 
ihe Ruhl *>i the IVopIc-tt* aher or m abohsh n. and lo 
inNniuie new Govetnment. layin^j its foiindaiion on such 
prmuples and orj^nMin- its powers m >uch ruriir. a^ lo ihein 
shall seem most hkcl> lo elTctt (heir Salei> and fijppiness. 
Prudence, indeed. wtW diciaie ihat Governments lon^ estab- 
hNhed should noi be chanml for hidn and transient causes, 
and acc<irdtnk-I> all experience hath shown, that mankind arc 
more disp<»cd to suffer, while cviK are suflcrable. tfian to 
rijjhi themselves b> abohshini: the forms lo which ihe> are 
a<.cusioincd Bui when a ton>: train of abuvcs and usurp.Uions, 
purMun^ invjrijl>!> iIk Name Obieci evinces a desicn to 
reduce ihem under absolute Despotism, it is their riL'ht, it is 
their diii>/to throw ult suth (jovcrnment, and to provide 
new Guards tor their luture security. Suth has been the 
patient sutlcrance «^f these Colonies, and suth is now tlie 
neccvsiiy wliich constrams ihcm to alter their former Systems 
of Govern men i The hist»»ry nf the present King of Great 
Britain is a hivtor> ol repeated injuries and unsnr|>alions, ail 
IwVin^; ut dirett objttt the eslabhsiuncnt ot an absolute 
Tyranny *)vcr these Stales. Ti» piovt ihis. let I atts be 
siibmiiicd ii> a i^andid world, 

* * * ' * * * * 



"^it Kdnntn be said that the colonists were ujmpletel) 
united, bcvausv u'»vcrnuivni iitlkuls. Iari.t landow ners. and 
Wialfhv incuhanis ivnKuncd l«>>al to tht Kin>i. while there 
were manv others who remained neutral 



While initially inadequately prepared and lacking 
weapons and food supplies, the independence army 
contt'nued to fitjht under adverse condilton§. It fouglit 
well under Wa5.hitt^*ion's,leadershtp and. with the help 
of aid from France and Sp3m and the artned neutral- 
ity assumed b> the northern liuropean conn tries, 
gradually seined supremacy over the enemy. The 
independence army gained the support of the Euro- 
pean countries because thea^ countries were colonial 
rn'als of tngland and because the spirit of tlic 
Declaration of Independence was tn hue with the 
ideas of the Hnltghtcntneitt of that period. Further- 
more, support was gained by the eh^quenfand persua- 
sive arguments of Fraitkltn (1706-90) in liurope. In 
the end. Hnglattd, defeated at the Battle of Yorktown 
(PHI), recognized the indepetidentc of Ihe United 
States with the signing <»f tlteT.»^aty of Faris in I7K.> 
and rehnqutshed to the new natioii l!ou sianu cast ol 
the Mississippi River. 

The hidependence of the Uti'teu States contri- 
buted to the cause of the French Rcvol jtion iit two 
significant way^ by aggravating the Imancial pligitt 
of the French Government, whicf; came to the aiil (of 
the Americans), and b> serving as an tnsptratiott to 
the French people s hopes for freedom. Also i:rcatly 
infiuenced were the independence movements in the 
Latin American countries in the early I'^lh century. 

Adoption of the Constitution and Establishment of 
the United States 

After the United States became tndependem, the 
13 S!ates were loosely bound by the Articles ol 
Confederation, and puhtical and economic distress, 
continued because the central governtnent was weak. 
Therefore a movement to form a stronjier central 
government began to grow, and m 1787 a Constitu- 
tional Convention was held in FItiladelpliia and drew 
up the Constitution of the United Smtcs. This Consti- 
tutir ' recognized the broad autonomy of the respec- 
tive States and provided for the separation of the 
three powers lofgovernmentl by estabhshingan office 
of the President to execute the affairs of the United 
States, a legislature consisthig of a Senate for State 
representation and a Mouse of Representatives for 
representation of the people, and a judicial authority 
consisting of the Supreme Court. Then a struggle" 
began between the Federalists, who supported the 
Constitution, and the Anti-Federahsts, who criticized 
it, tlicreb> treating the basis for political parties. 
In this way, the foundation of the Uniied Slates 
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IHOO), Allci Uul, the Unitcii Slates cxeaeJ cffuiu 
was hid Jo%n. jnJ in PH9 Washington hcwamt; the 
first PfcsiJcnt (^899^). Moreover, the wit> uf 
AVjshiiigttm was cieaied and J^ecanie the capita! (in 



ti» fCwMYci ft Mm the '»vji and to expand hei teiijtui>, 
^elwMmed n)an> immigiants as ^ett]eIs Uvm Euiupe, 
and endeaviired to pxumoie the giuwth uf hei com- 
niercc and industr>'* 
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11. PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 



Social Conditions in Britain s 
North American Colonies* 

******* 

During the period of over 120 years from 1607 to 
1732, Briiish colonisis liad successively esiahlished 13 
colunics along (he eastern coast of sVonh America: 
Virginia. Ma^sacnusetijc. Mar>'larid, Rhode Inland. 
Conneciicut. Delaware. Norih Carolina. South 
Carolina. Kew York, New Jersey. New llampsliirc, 
Pcnusylrania. and Georgja. Laier ihesc coKmicf be- 
came ihe original I? Stales of ilie Uniied Slates of 
America. 

hi ihi^ beginning, ilie 13 colonies administered 
iheir affairs under British rule withouc mutual con- 
buhation. and iliere \v.is Hitle political link between 
ibein. Mtiveover. their relations wish the Mizerain 
state were not all the same. On the eve of the War for 
Independence, H of the 13 colonies were colonies of 
the Crown, with Governors directly appbintcd by the 
Kin^ tfi administer them: three were proprietary 
colonies whose Governors were nominated by the 
proprietors with the King s approval: and two were 
self-governing coloni«*s whose Governors were elected 
frnm anion;? the. people of the propertied class, 
subject to tlie Kmgs approval. The Governors of the 
13 colonics were largely members of the British 
iiobihty or military officials, and theyJield military, 
political, financial, and judicial powers wi(h which 
they could directly suppress the colonial people in 
the interesls of the British ruling clique. 

As a result of the ceaseless^struggle of the colonial 
people for their political riglits. the 13 colonies 



^Cvinptkis Nrtic Trunsljtcd Uom Kuo Shcn;;-minA 
Ski'kuo TU'li Chaft dtcng (The War for American htdcpcnd- 
encc) Peking: Conimcaul Pfc«. 1973. Pp. 6-48 and 58-60 
The nutcrul i« ilcM^ncd for she upper years of a pnnjary- 
«C(.on(ijry >vhui»I i.>vlc that may vary Irom 9 lo 12 ycar< in 
(lurailion. jnd fur uh^ in aduli tijsscs dl j iompjniWe 
ediicjtriinal kvd 



practiced bourgeoi, representative government b\ set- 
ting up their own local legislatures. As electoral nghts 
were restricted in many ^^ays m ever>' colony, those 
elected to the colonial legislatures were mostly land- 
lords, gentry', and agents of the bourgeoisie, without 
any representation whatsoever from the working 
people. There were struggles between the Governors 
and the legislatures, TJ»e.<«: struggles reflected the 
rontradictions (i.e., conflicts, problems] between the, 
colonies and their suzerain state. 

During the middle of the iSih century, the 
economy of thp 13 colonies was basically still agri- 
cultural. Generally speaking, 90 percent of the popu- 
lation were fanners. However, in New England tex- 
tile, logging, mining, ironsmelting, shipbuilding, and 
other industries began to flourish, and handicraft 
factories of all types and variety increased rapidly. 
Furthermore, they were substantial in size, thus 
leading to the emergence of a bourgeois class of 
immense wealth. On the eve of the War for Indepen- 
dence", the annual exports from the colonies had 
already reached a value of S20 nrillion (American). 
Capitalism had already begun to <*merge. .^nd the 
colonial people wanted to develop independeuMy. 

But the British administration of the colonies in 
North America was coinpletely in ;he interests of the 
bourgeoisie in Britain. Pursuant to the Navigation 
Acts and other enactments restricting the trade of the 
colonies during the period of the Cromwell admini- 
stration (I599-J658), the British Government pre- 
scribed that farm products produced in the colonies, 
such as tobacco, indigo, and cotton, must first be 
shipped to Britain to be sold there, while industrial 
goods needed by the colonial people must be import- 
ed solely from Britam. Moreover, the British Govern- 
ment dispatched naval ships to patrol the seas in a 
stringent search for smuggled goods. The British 
colonial rule thus unpedcd development of the 
national economy in North America. It forced certain 
local industries and bu.sinesses into bankruptc>, put 
workers out of their jobs, and caused farmers to 
suffer losses from the very narrow market for their 
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The 13 Norjh Amcncdn Stutco at the Ume of the* Dedarntion of 
tnrJapfjndencf* [Map features identify the 13 States. 6 cities 4 
nvers Canaaa Spamsh territory west of the M^sstssipp? Florida 
and theadiacent seas 1 
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products. As a conscquen«r. contradictions became 
increasingly acute between the ruling clique in Britain 
and the rising bourgeoisie and broad masses of the 
people in tlie colonies. 

In addition lo numerous lestrainis on mdus!r>- and 
commerce, the British Government also resiricied 
migration of the colonial people to lite "free Lnd^"' 
ot the west. With a viw lu preserving its rigJil of 
disposition of tliese lands, to prutcclmg the "Irade" 
of Bntidi merchants in their plundering purchase of 
furs from the Indians, and to assisting in the 
exploiialion of tenant farmers bv their landlords, the 
Bnti^i Government in 1763 prescribed that the 
colonial people were only permitted to reside in 
regions east of the Appalachian Mouniain :^nge, aijd 
were forbidden to mo\Te to the wesiern lands. Tins 
injunction aroused strong opposiiion from lhecolo:ii- 
a! people of ail levels, since regardless of whether lliey 
were plantation ojjpcrs or land speailaiors, fanners 
or artisans, they all wanted to get land in t»e west. 

Since tfie early part of the im cenluiv. the 
economy of the 13 Briiish colonies in North Anienca 
had developed rapidl>. Hconomic coniati^ Delween 
the colonies became increasingly frerueni. Industrial 
goods Irom the New England colonies were shipped 
tit be sold in the South, while ihe southern colonies 
supplied the North with foodstuffs and raw inaleriaLs. 
Thus a unified domestic market had begun to lake 
>i;ape. By the middle of the I8ih century, a rather 
comprehensive ptistal svslem was also esiablishcd in 
Ihe I.^ colonies, so that letters and publications could 
be delivered to various points by mean^ as rapid as 
any available in that era. 

On the eve of the War for Independence, ihe lotal 
population of the 13 colonies was n^^arly ihree 
million, of which about 600.000 were Negioes. 
Notwithstanding the fact jjiai these colonies were hke 
13 separate ^null elates, their people because ihey 
shared a common language, aimniun territory, and 
common culture, and becau.se uf ihen iniernally 
developing economic lies~graduall\ formed ihem- 
selves into a new nation^ 

In sum, during the middle of the 18ih century, the 
m.>de of capitalist production in the 13 British 
colonies in North America had attained considerable 
development, the inhabitants there had formed them- 
selve*. into a new nation, and the> wanted to develop 
iheir own nati.inal econoni.v. But sulIi development 
was impeded bv the puhciCN ot British colonial rule. 

The pciipl'.* in the I3wlciiiies wanted to ^niash the 
shackles placed up<in thcni by the British ruhng 



chque. and to break loose iVom the fetters of their 
suzerain state. This desire inevitably led to the 
outbreak of the War for independence. 



The Outbreak of the War for Independence 

••W^hington.l Jefferson, and others made the 
revolution against Britain because of British opprcs- 
sion and exploitation of the Americans/'^ jhis 
instiuction of Chairman Mao best explains the causes 
of the vvTir for American independence* 

After the conclusion of the Seven Years' War.-' 
contradictions between the colonies in North Amer- 
ica and their suzerain slate became rapidly aggra- 
v^ted Heretofore, during the Seven Years' War, the 
colonial people liad actively organized their own 
armed forces and foughi heroically with their blood 
and sacrifice, in concert with the British troops, to 
defeat the French, thereby expelling completely the 
intluence of French colonists from the North Ameri- 
can continent. 

However, the colonial people in North America 
suffered even heavier exploitation and oppression 
after the Seven Years War. The immense niilitar}' 
expenditures of that war resulted in a huge iinancial 
deficit of £140 million. The British Government 
souglil to pass this debt on to the colonial people by 
levying a variety of revenue taxes in NorfhvAincrica. 

In 1764, the British Government enlorcecj the 
Supr Act in the colonies in North America. Sbgar 



George Wjihin^iton C 1 732-99). hi^ pbniaiion owner in 
Vifginij. Ixjuri^coK Mjicsman, commandcHn-clu'ef «f itic 
Conlmcnta! Army durinj: llie War for rndepcndcncc. and 
Liicr Lhoscn as ihc first Prciidcni of ihc tjnncd Siaics. 
Thamas Jefferson (1743-1826). buur^jcois dcmocrai. draiier 
or Ihe Dcdaralion o| rndepcndcncc. and laicr chosen as Ihc 
third Prcsideni of ihe Uniicd Slates, 

-"Hie liankrupcy ul the IdcahNi Conccpiion of lihiory/* 
Sckcud Works of Sho Tu-uwf:. «m»- volume cdjiion. k 
r399. , 

^hc ttjt fiiuuhl in 1756-63 by Brilam and Prussia aiainM 
J fancc. Spam. AuMria. and uihcr*. iJ v.a% uajrcd in Ivurupc, 
America, fndia. and ihc hifji sc^s for sci/urc oi tolonicv 
and for ihe \h:^c\x\ony of Ccntrar huior^c. Brilam uon ihe 
war, wiih Ihe xcsuU \i Uxjfc Canada and ihc icrriior^ casi 
«M Ihe MisMsNjppi Kivcf ir»im I rancc. and MoriJa irom Spam. 
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Af.1 mj:^ but 4 name.as the jct Jctuall} cmeieJ a liu>t 
mI jfiiclcs It piM\id£«l thai >ugju ^>iup. «.offVe,silk. 
hfieiu JHiI t^'lhci gi.*uii% ucic all^ubjcwl luhea\> Jat> 
it liiC> i\ClC iIlipK«llCu iiujll vUUnlliC> Mlhci ihafi 

Biiiuiii. Ths2k ad^ci^Iv *ificvicJ jnJa5ti> anJ vuin 
fneue iri the w^iunjc). ihc bui Jen uf these uao 
ssjts, apiu >hiitcJ tu the people. Mejn%vlule« the 
Buiish Guieinmeni leiieiaieJ ihc injunctiunb uf the 
Nati^tjoii AvU b\ p2u\iJin£ ihjt tdw nuteiuls 
PImJuccJ in tiic vuluiue^ and needed b} briti^ii 
nunutjvtaej^ vuuIJ only be expuucd tu But Jin. the 
vuKmui people i\cic luj bidden lu nunutactuie liom 
ihcM! nuteiuN f«.»i theni:M:he5. Jliib t>pc oi ^.oluni 
uhsi le^wnut: jnd jjde pv^hwic^ ^iiuuslv undeimined 
vuloitul indu%lnc> aitd «,ujnmcue jnd jd\ei5cl> 
aHcvted the InehhouJ oi i\w buud mj^M:^ of the 
people. 

SubvcquentK , in MjiJi I'^<>5. tlic BntiMi Cmcin 
iiKiit \\x.ni U*.nu bjo 1** woj^e bv jniK'uiiung the 
enl^n^ciucnt mI the Stamp Act in the c*jk».ics. II 
iuc^vSibcu ihai uU d»>«,unici(U. vMniijU^«j;^i cements, 
Itviii^c>. dipltiiiia>. vmII^. ne 5pjpei5. niagj^ine>« 
b«K»L>. advciiiM:jnc:il;s. j*ivi m^uivcs lud tu be ai fixed 
\\jth revenue stamps bcluie t!iev wcic vahd oi 
nciroiublc, Theie wjs haidiv a pif«,e uf papci vvhiJi 
wj^ iu*t ta\able jii the colonics at the time. The ^k^ope 
ol the !ktamp tax iva^ \ciy biuad« it vva& estimated 
thai ihe Biiti^h Guieuimeml ^uuld «,u{fewt t'luni it a 
joeniie uf £(>0,000 pci >cai. Tfiii new policy of 
e\pKiilatjuii pit!»ed a diieu tliieal lu ihc L.^hhood of 
a great major it v of the people in the colonies, 

Tlie Biiiish Govenuuent had anticipated that the 
Stamp A«,t ivuuld piovukc tlic icM^taiicc of the 
«,%«K*iiiaI people. So iiiimcdiatcl> aftci it^ announce 
iiiciit^ the Gu\ciiimciit aUt* aiiiiuuriccd enactment uf 
the Quaiteriiii; Act. This a«,t provided that Bnti^h 
Govcinmcnt and ^.I'luinal tioop^ were pcimitted, it 
liiCfi bafia«,k-k vveic inadci|uatc. tu occupy pubhw 
hoiiM^'k all J the pii\atc hoiiie^ of the cohiiiial people » 
and the latlci ^vvic i*bh|;cd to furiii^Si the troop.\ with 
foitd. drink, and I uusehold supphcs. The malicious 
iniciil ol the Bnli^Ii Guvcninient wa:^ to uiMiie 
ciitoiccment of ihc Stamp Act and ^uppru^^ die 
fesislunce of the people. 

Ab .ihv.i>5. lhing^> turned out contrary tu the 
expe«.tatioits **t the ica^tioiiarv rulei^s. The pioinulga 
tion ot the Stamp Act and the Quaiiering AU ignited 
the tu^e that spa iked the beginning of the Wat foi 
hidependence by the cohmhil peopk m Noith Anici 
ica. 

Wnh the announcement «)t the Stamp Act. the 



pent up^ feehngs of jnger against Britain of the 
voluniat people erupted suddenly, hke a volcano. 
Meetings %veie held by people everyivhere, protesting 
agamst the oppiessiun and exploitation of the British 
Guiernment. They Milemnl> and rigliteously declared 
that sinv.« the Biitish Parliament had no representa 
tion from the colonial people In North America, it 
liad nu jiglit to enact any bill levying taxes on them. 
Tlie Bnti>h Government was levymg taxes without 
tlK ;onsent of the peuple. Tliis va% t>ran!:>'. lliey 
loudly cried. "We want hbcrty. We don't u-ant the 
:»tamp tax!" In Boston, New York. Philadelphia, and 
elsewhere, tlicy* proposed the boycott ot British 
goods as a «,unciete action against the Stamp Act. 
Tins appeal c\oked an immediate response from the 
people, and a raging mass movement to boycott 
British goods unfolded. 

Bv the summei of 1765, tlie popular struggle of 
the «,u!onia! people jgamst Bntam had been extended 
to all places. From Massachusetts in the North to 
Georgia in the South, the torches of revolution were 
lit everywhere. Tlic masses of the people displayed 
hiiJi ie\olutionary enthusiasm and initiali\e. In order 
tu caro out the struggle effectively, they formed 
their own Hgliting body under the name Sons of 
Liberty. The basic elements of this revolutionary 
mass organization consisted of handicraftsmen, 
farmers. :^maH shopowners. seamen, and fishermen. 
\VliiIe bourgeois politi«,ian& were noisily debating in 
the colonial legislatures, the fighter^ of the Sons of 
Liberty had already taken revolutionary action 
against Briti:»Ii «.oIoniaI rule. They arrested British 
officials selling revenue stamps* smearing tli^ir bodies 
witli j^phalt oil, stuking them with featheis, then 
dragging them to the streets for public parade, and 
finally burning all unsold stamps to ashes. The 
fighters of the Sons of Liberty Jn New York smashed 
the Goveinor*s official residence in that city. Such 
levolutionaiy deeds unnerved the big and si.iall 
Ia«.key5 of the Biitisit Government stationed in the 
colonies and drove them into panic. 

Bioad masses of women also took an active part in 
the stfuggic against Biitain. They organized their own 
fighting imit called the Daughters of Liberty, tlglithig 
side by side with the Sons of Liberty. They had a 
lofty slogan. "\Ve*d rathei wear native homemade 
gaiments than lose out liberty!*' They spun cotton 
and Wove cloth to replace British textiles. They 
played a large role in the mass movement for 
boycotting British goods. 

Ahhoiigh the 13 British colonies were politically 
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separate from each other, they were ncvertlieless 
itnited in their struggle against the Bnlish aullioriiies 
and in resisting the stamp tax. In October 1765. off 
^the initiatj\Te of the people of the Massachusetts 
colony, 9 of the 13 colonies sent delegated to New 
York Cifv to convene an **Anti-Stamp Tax Congress." 
At tlus Congress^ Christopher Gadsden, a delegate 
from the colony of Nortli Carohna. loudly cried: **0n 
this continent there sliouldn't be any more distinc- 
tion between New Englandcrs and New Yorkers. We 
arc all Americans!" The people'of the J 3 colonics 
were united by thejr common interests. The Anti- 
Stamp Tax Congress was the first mass meeting called 
by the Nortli American colonies m their united 
opposition to Britisli tyranny. After more than 10 
days of deliberations, tlie delegates unanimously 
pssed a resolution against the Stamp Act and 
demanded thai the British Government grant ilieni 
democratic rigliis. The peopie in New York and 
elsewhere signed a pledge: As long as the Stamp Act 
is not repealed by tlie-BritisIi Government, we will 
nor buy British ^oods. 

Tlic boycott of Britisli goods by the colonial 
people dealt an effective blow to industry and 
commerce In Britain, Seeing that stagnant markets for 
their domestic goods and suspension of ship sailings 
were forcing many industries and businesses to the 
brink of bankruptcy, the British ruling clique, ever 
relying on exploitation for their enrichment, was 
obliged to repeal the Stamp Act in Marcli 1766. At 
the same time it made a public announcement tliat 
tlie British Parhament Iiad the riglit to enact Iegi;>Ia- 
tion on behalf of the colonies. This would pave ilie 
way for creating public opinion favoring tlie levying 
of taxes on the colonial people at a subsequent dale. 
In truth, only I year later the British Governmeni 
announced another series of revenue acts (they were 
called the Townshend Acts because the then Chancel- 
lor of the Hxchequer was Townshend) levying taxes 
on paper, glass, red lead, dyestuffi*. tea. and other 
goods exported to the colonies by other countries. It 
was also pnnided that in «)rder to stop smuggling, 
British revenue agents were permitted to conduct 
searches aboard ships and at stores, warehouses, and 
private homes. These reactionary measures-were met 
with strong oppositicirl from the people of the 
colonies, and they brought about another round of 
broad mass boycotting of British goods. The British 
Government !heii pursued a high-handed policy by 
dispatclnng a c«mtingent of troops to suppress the 
opposition. At this juncture the colonial people not 
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only felt a sense of strong rcscnimcni against the 
Britis!i Go\-ernment, but also looked upon it with 
extreme contempt. Tlius.wheaJlQiish troops wearing 
ivd coats appeared on the streets in Boston, they 
were ridiculed by the Bostonians, who sneeringly 
called them *'lobster soldiers." 



fPictureJ Urin^Ji ir<nrps fmn^ tqhm wttimud 
civdiam in B>ASfitn. 



The contradictions between the colonial people 
and the British ruling clique became ever more acute 
as 4imc went on. On March 5, 1770, British troops 
stationed in Boston Si\'agely fired upon unarmed 
dvilians, killing instantly five persons and wounding 
six. thereby creating the famous Boston xMassacre 
incident. 

The Boston Massacreincident aroused the extreme 
indignation of the colonial people in North America. 
From New Hampsliire and Massachusetts in the north 
to South Carolina and Georgia in the south, people 
e%erywhere held .-.jblic meetings condemning the 
reactionary British authorities for their violence. The 
disposition for struggle was particularly strong ainojig 
the Bostonians. They conducted public burial for 
their martyrs, turning the burial rites into a parading 
demonstration against Britain and demamling the 
withdrawal of troops by the British reactionary 
authorities. 

Heretofore, t!ie struggle of the colonial people in 
North America had been scattered and regional. In 
the course of the struggle, however, they summed up 
their experience and came to feel that it was 
necessary for them to sta;id together for united 
action. Thus in November 1772. a town meeting held 
in Boston adopted a proposal made by Samuel Adams 
(./22-I803J to create a Committee of Correspond- 
ence to exchange information with odicr areas, act in 
unison, formulate a program and policy, and propa- 
gate revolutionary ideas. The emergence of the 
Boston Committee of Correspondence immediately 
led the people of other areas to emulate it. In les:: 
than 2 nionths. a Commit tee of Correspondence was 
formed by more than 80 cities and towns in the 
colony of Massachusetts. By 1773 such committees 
had been set up in the colonies of Virginia. Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and South 
Carolina. They played a large role in promoting the 
development of the revolutionary cause. They greatly 
strengthened the political links between the people of 
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'wjiiou^ atcj>« jnd lutci bewame the oigan^ •A iciulu 

fHilIuwmg ihi: incident ol the BuMun Md>>dcie. the 
Bnti>h luhn^ whquc lusccd b> ^tlu^m pie\>uic 
liMin the coh»nial ficuple lu lepeal -til ie\enue jcIj> 
eniuiccd m the cok'nie^ wiih the cxcepiinn ut the 
Tea Act. which uaa retained to demonstrate the 
p^mci ul the Bnii:^h Go\emnient tu le%> taxes un the 
colunial pcuple. Thi% act wa> lepided b\ the culu- 
liisiN j> a >yinbi»I ol the tvrannv uf the BntiMi 
Gmcinmenl. So on a cold nidit m Decembei ITo.a 
gf^'up of rc\ulutiunaiy Bo:>iunians disguised as 
lndiait> lushed abuaid ^e\eial Bnll^h hlni^ anch>.n<?d 
in the itatbiii and cinpucd all the tea caigoe^ of the 
l~aNl hidia C«)iiipan> into the sea. in plote^t aciaiaM 
the t\fann> o! the Biitish Co\ernnient. 



|Pictiirc| / Jt< !i ^/ 'ti I J ifh id* nr. 



The einhaiia-Miieiil ot the BoMon Tea Part) 
invideni dime the BiitiNh luhng chque into vonNtet 
11 J kott^ In icNpifUNC, n announced that the muM 
jiC'teie nica>uie> wouk' he adopted to deal with the 
people in the colon ies* 

Bepnr..:;^* in Maich 1774. the Biiti>h Go\ernment 
pioinatiMied a >ctic> ut tue ciuel enact^1cnt^ known 
III Amen can hiMoi> as the Tue Intolerable Ac*^*^ 
(i) The poit ol Bo>ii*n v\a^ ordeied closed and 
jh\oiulel> toi hidden to trade with the oulMde world. 
This wds meant in cocice the people into surrendei 
h> starvation. Also, conipcii^atioii waN demanded fui 
the losses sustained b> the La:>i India Ctimpan>- 
t2l The charter ol the Mas:>ji.hu;M:ll:» coIun> was 
revoked b\ placing the cuIon> undei the complete 
liirisdiction ol the King s Goveinoi. without whose 
appunal no public incelin^'s were to be held. (3) h 
was prescribed thai when Bnlish civil and imhlai> 
peiMuinei corninilied aiiv ciiine, thev niuhl be sent 
hack to Britain lor trial and must not he subjected to 
jW^.^ies undei loc'al laws. (4| The piovision^ uf the 
Quartcimg Aci* wheiebv the cohmial people vveie 
requited to lurnLsh the Biiiisli troops sent theie to 
suppress thein with loud, drink, and housing accom- 
modations, weie ical fumed. (5) The Quebec Acts 
were announced, placing huge tiadsol land Irorn the 
newtv acquiied ierriior> north ol the Ohio Rivei 
un**er the {uiisdiction of the Canadian Piovincc ol 
Oiiebec. Mvxeover, the acts took a tolerant position 
towjrds the ( athohc Churdi in Canada, m order to 
wajoK' the f uniJi ( athohc irnnngranis there ini«i 



helping to pieicnt X\z westward migration of the 
people in the 13 coh)nics- To insure the enforcement 
uf the five Jets, the British Government appointed 
Ceneial Gage, coninundei in-cliief of tJie British 
ainiv in the colonies, to be Governor of Massachu- 
2«:tt>« and stea%'.il> sent reinforcements to strengthen 
thetr military suppression there. 

Uovvevei. the colonial people in North America 
were nut to be inuniidated by the reactionary British 
authorities, instead, they rose to take up a deter- 
mined struggle against them. At that time people 
eterv^vhere in the North and the South held big 
protest meetings, went on strides, and c\o%til up 
shops in defiance of the reactionary British rule. In 
tlus lound of their struggle their resist?nce against 
Britain assumed a national scope. During tlie period 
when the port of Boston was closed and food supplies 
were stopped at ihcir source, the people in the 13 
colonies regarded the hardships of the Bostonians as 
their ov/n, and vied with each other in sending them 
ixiod supplies. Workers in Boston refused to build 
baiiacki for the British troops. This forced the 
authorities to recruit workers in New York, but the 
New York workers also failed to respond. The 
massive struggle against Britain thus bound together 
the people of the 13 colonies in North America. 

Wlule the British Government sent more troops to 
cairy out suppression, the colonial people gave them 
til for tat by organizing their owji militia contingents. 
Before this time, there had been militia in all of the 
13 colonics, but their officers were all appointed by 
the Governors. Now, under new revolutionary condi- 
tions, the militia of all areas vvcrc reorganized, witii 
officers elected from among their ranks. Moreover, 
many working people and revoiuiionar>' enthusiasts 
ioined the militia, thus enabling it tu improve its 
qualit) and later to become the armed force of the 
people. The ranks of the reorganized militia came to 
be known as the Minutenien^ meaning that in case of 
eniergenc> the> could be called together within a 
minute's time to perform their tasks. Meanwhile, 
reu)Iutionar> bodies in various places collected guns 
and ammunition to get ready for the attack of the 
British troops. 

On September 5. 1774, as a result of repeated 
consuUations and preparations, the 13 colonies 
(except Georgia) sent delegates to a meeting in 
Philadelphia to iliScUss a common front against 
Britain. This was the First Continental Congress. It 
was attended by 55 delegates, all of whom were 
distinguished reprcsentatucs of the bourgeoisie in the 
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colonies. In general their jH^Iiiical mclmarium in3> 
be divided iniu rhrce factions t!ic firsi were tlie 
radicab. represented by Samuel Adanu; llie second 
were tlie moderates, represented by George Waslung- 
Ion and John Adams; and llie third were conserva- 
tives, represented by John Jay ( 1745-1X29) and John 
Dickinson (I732-I80H). At tlie beginnhig of the 
Congre?^. the conservatives veliementK advocated 
compromise wiili the Britbh ruhng chque and angrily 
voted against independence. Later, tliis adverse situa- 
tion was retrieved by the revolutionary movement of 
the pi»pular masses. 

During the session of the First Continental Con- 
gress, tlie people in Masi^achusetls held inanv count) 
and town meetings at which resolutions were passed 
to expre^ their views on the pre\:aHing stale of 
at lairs. Among them the most exemplar} was the 
Suffolk Resolution, which reflected tlie \iews of ilie 
Bostonians who then stood at the forefront of the 
struggle."* The Suffolk Resolution called upon the 
people in the i3 colonies to oppose the "Five 
Intolerable Acts," urged lliem to use force in resisting 
British oppression, appealed to them to unite in order 
to form their own gowrnmenl. to thorouglily boy- 
cott British goods, and to se\er all commercial lies 
with Britain. On September 16, 1774, the llth day 
after the opening of the First Continental Congress, 
the people of Massachusetts forwarded the Suffolk 
RestJution to the Congress by special messenger, 
thereby greatly 'strengthening the will of the radicals 
and undermining the prestige of the conservatives. As 
a result, the Congress was obliged to announce that it 
would carry on the work in accordance with the 
demands of the Suf folk Resolution. 

On October 2(), 1774, the First Continental 
Congress was adjourned after more than 55 days of 
intense deliberations. The Congress demonstrated the 
compromising nature of the bourgeoisie. It indicated 
that the colonics in North America were still lo>al to 
Britain, and relerred to the King as a '"most benign 
Sovereign" Ifowever. propelled by the popular 
masses. It accomphshed two great things (I) It made 
pubhc a Declararion of Rights, affirming that the 
colonial people in North America were entitled to . 
enjoy tlu- rights of "life, liberty, and property," 
ctmdemning the British Government tor its numerous 
acts of tyranny, and demanding the repeal of the 
"Five Intolerable Acts", it also explicitly declared 
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that "the American^ are deicrniined not to surrender 
tn the face of tyranny", (2) under the name of the 
Continental Association, it formulated a series of 
orders that prescribed enforcement of "three injunc- 
tions" against Britain namely, prohibiting the import 
of an> merchandise from Britain, the export of any 
merchandise to Britain, and the purchase of any 
merchandise from Britain and staled that any vio- 
lator would be puiiished as an "•enemy of American 
liberty," 

The injunctions announced in the name of the 
Continental Association by the First Continental 
Congress had a significant meaning in American 
hiilory. Before this, the 13 colonies ne\er had had 
any common legislative and executive organ, and the 
Continental Congress at first was only a consultative 
body. Now, under the strong propelling force of the 
revolutionary people, it enacted mandatory decrees 
tliat were to be universally enforced througliout the 
colonics, thereby turning a consultative body into a 
supreme organ of political power. At the same lime 
people everywhere, \igorousl\ responding to the call 
of the Continental Congress, formed a Committee of 
Safely at county, city, and town levels, charged with 
the responsibility for boycotting British goods. In the 
wake of the rapid development of the revolutionary 
situation, these coniniiltees became increasingly more 
powerful. Ill combination with the local Coniniiltees 
of Correspondence, they made up the local organs of 
revolutionary political power. 

Thus a situation of struggle was treated with the 
einerircnce of two political regimes of opposing 
power. On the one hand, there was the reactionary 
regime of the British colonial autiiorities. including 
the Br^ftisli troops. Governors appointed by the King 
or the proprietors, big and small of ficials, judges, and 
pohtc, all representing the interests of the British 
ruhng Jiqiie in exploiting and suppressing the people 
in the colonies. On the other hand, there was the 
people's revolutionarv regime of the colonies in 
North America^ Its hasiL organs were the Conuiiittces 
of Satei> and llie Committees of Correspondence in 
the v'ariouf. counties, cities, and towns, lis inter- 
mediate organs were the local legislatures, either 
newly elected or reorganized in the course ol the 
revolutionars storm. And its supreme organ was the 
Continental Congress. The colonial people had their 
own armed forces, which were derived from the 
militia, either newly formed or reorganized during the 
revolutionary storm. Fxcept tor the pro-Bntisli loyal^ \ 
ists the majority of whom were olficials appointed 



piicM> ol the An^lik«in Chuult (jII eiijvi>iii£i ^pcvul 
pi IV lieges K iCJwtioiiJi\ intcllewtujU JttjchcJ to the 
pfi>ilc|:cJ JJ^^ the pLVpIc vi! \jiK*U5MiJtj foinicJa 
hiijidd united ii%^u\ jpia^i the Biiti>h vulunu! lult 
dud in Is^kh uI Hide pendente. Thc> iiuludcd Ijiiiici^. 
v\urkci!^, handle ij ft ^mcn. Negiu bh\Ch jnd white 
iiideniuied >civjiius. the bMuigevMMe jnd intcllewiujls 
of the bLtuige%ii> wlJL^b. jnd e\en the uvcrwhehmng 
majority of plantation ouner^. A)l of thci>c elements 
were called Patriots. 

Despite the faet thai |>eople of all classes in tlie 
patriotic tamp uere opposed to the British colonial 
rule and wanted independence, their class interests 
and |K)litical denuinds were not identical; in some 
instances they were even fundamentally opposite. 
Under the general ubjective uf strmng for national 
independence. Negru >la\es and white indent uied 
^r\aiit!» wanted to abohsh ihe Ny*>tein of seiMtude 
and fidit tui then pci^unal fteedoin. faihieis w jnted 
lo dii .ma> Willi the feudal land teiunuV and stii\e tu 
uet then land. Wi^rkeis and haiiditialisincn wjnted to 
resist cxploUatiun .ind stiuagle foi then demociatit 
figlits«and nidustiial tapitahr^ts and plantation uwneis 
wanted tu wiesl tiuin the Biitisli vAjlonial authuiiiies 
the power to exploit and rule over the native 
w orkmg people. 

The wai ioi Ainciiuin independeiue was a ie\olu- 
tionarv wai u! the ct^lonial people in Noitli Amenta 
to o\eithiow Biitisii colonial lulc by the use of 
Molent torcc. 

The Inst shot ot the Wai loi Independence was 
tired at Lexington in the \icinity of Bost«.>n. On the 
mcUi ol Apiil Ih, 1775. the Goipeiiioi ol Massadui- 
>cits. General Ga^e. dispatched a ciintingent of bOO 
tioops to Cuficoid, 17 intleN tioni Boston, tu scauh 
loi jnuiuiniiioii Atoied by the local militta and to 
appichend the pioiiiiiient leadcis ot tlie Patnois. Bui 
(he Patiiot) LLoi i\tc ncv\> jhead of tnitc. One 
nKs%eii^'ei t)t the SunM>l LibcHy named Paul Re\eie. 
and a woikeu \Villiain D^vi:>. lodc toi:ethei in the 
dark of the night, hnstening everywhere to sound Ihe 
aljit. This enabled the militia in the suburbs o\ 
BoMoii to mustei >vviltiy and he in ambush on .)iith 
MtlCN ol the load to Concord. At dawn of April 1*>. 
when the BIitI^h troops approached Lexington, 
suddenly gun shots were iieard as the militia attacked 
them. The British weie barely able to reach Concord, 
wtiere they di%covered tfiat the ammunrtion stored by 
the niiliua had been moved efsewiiere. furtherttiore, 
thev were mei with e\en more fierce resistance by the 



mihtia t!ieie. As tlie Bntisii vould not maintain their 
foothold, ihcy withdiew I'lum Concord and returned 
to Boston the same day, with the militia sniping at 
them all the way. In this battle of Lexington, there 
weie about 300 Biitish tioops killed, wounded, and 
taken pusunei, while the t'^ilitia suffered c"asualiiei of 
only se\eial scores of men. The shots llrcd at 
Lexmgton shocked the 13 voloniesin Noitli America 
like d vlap of thundci in the spring. Thus the cuitain 
of the War for Inde|>endence was raised. 
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The news of victory in the battle of Le.xrngton 
evoked the patriotiv enthusiasm of the people in the 
volonies. in a high fighting spirit directed against a 
common enemy, people everywhere came to the 
suppoit of the Bostonians by bringing their own 
weapons and rations, forming ranks, raising banners, 
and beating their war drums. Within a few days more 
than 20.000 men were mustered into the ranks of the 
militia in the outskirts of Boston. 

It was during these stirring days that the Second 
Continental Congress was convened in Philadelphia 
on xMay 10. 1775. Now that the war had begun, the 
sole task of the Congress was to get the people 
organized to fight it effectively. Under the strong 
propelling force of the revolutionary people, the 
Second Continental Congress became the supreme 
organ of revolutionary power. It ordered the recruit 
mcnt of volunteers, the printing of paper currency, 
the purchase of munitions from abroad. It reorga- 
nr/ed the militia contingents mustered around the 
vrcrnity of Boston into the Continental Army and 
appointed Washington as commander 'in 'Chief. Wash- 
ington had some military experience, as he had 
partrupaled m the war of the colonies against France 
during the Seven Years' War, 

After the battle of Lexington, the militia on the 
out:sknts of Boston endided the British troops in the 
crty. On Jurre Id. 1775. a militia contingent of 3,000 
men occupied the summit of Bunkei Hill north of the 
liarbor and float there kept a watjt on the British 
troops below. The next day the British deployed over 
2.000 men to fight for thr» high piiinl. and a bloody 
battle between ilie two sides ensued. In this battle of 
Bunker Mill, the^e hastily iirganized militia ranks 
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deinonj^lrateJ an aslunishiiig llgliiing ability and 
heroic spirii. In spiic of ilieir inferior weapons and 
Dniiicd anununiiion. ihey displayed marvelous brav- 
ery. each vying wiih Ihe oilier io forge ahead, and 
repelled repeated attacks by ihc Briiish iroops. 
Finally, because of a lack of aniniuniiion ilicy were 
forced to retire from their battle position, but they 
had already killed and wounded more than half of the 
enemy uoops. thus destroying the myth of the 
inabihty of the militia to fight apinst tlie forces of a 
regular army, hi the eyes of the pcopk in the 
colonies, the battle of Bunker Hill was regarded as a 
brilliant victor}'. 

X)n July 3. 1775. Waslungton assumed the duties 
of Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army at 
Cambridge, near Boston. At first, hesiianl and ir/eso- 
lute, he did not initiate any attacks against the British 
troops. Later, pushed by the popular masses, he 
deployed a major force Io encircle Boston, cutting off 
Its land supply line and turning jt into a dead port. 
On March 17, I77(>. the British Commander Howe 
(who had succeeded Gage) was forced to withdraw 
from Boston and to retreat wirli his troops to Halifax, 
Thus Boston, one of the biggest bases of the British 
army in the colonies of Xortli America, came into the 
hands of the American |)eople. 

BecaiLse of the strategic necessity of preventing 
British troiips ♦roiii using Canada as a hu|:e base fi)r 
conducting counterolfensives. the Continental Con- 
gress beaded to attack Canada. It dispatched two 
contingentN to attack Canada from the east and the 
west. One comingeiit. led by Richard Montgomery, 
was to march forward akmg the Hudson River valley 
and Lake Chaniplaiii. The other, commanded by 
Benedict Arnold, was to cross the wastelands of 
Maine and make a frtintal at lack on Quebec. In 
November 1775, Montgomery's troops capturi'd the 
important Canadian city of Montreal. But on Decem- 
ber 31 <:f the same year, Montgomery was killed in 
the battle of Quebec, and hi, attacking force had 
to be withdrawn. Arnold, being isolated and without 
support, was also forced to leave Canada. 

Alter the colonial people in North America took 
up armed struggle, the ciucl feature^ of the British 
ruling chque were even more glaringly revealed. In 
August 1775. King Ceoigc III declaied the colonies in 
North Aineiica io he m a stale o! *"rehelhon " of 
which the "ringleaders" must he severely punished. 
Following !his. Ihe Brilish Government issued decrees 
cuttiiie olf all trade with ihe coKmies. and used naval 
ships Io blockade the o^lonial porls m North Ameri- 



ca. No evil deeds were left undone by the British 
troops along the coast, where they burned, killed, 
pillaged, and looted at will. TJiey set fire to the ports 
of Falmouth (now Portland. Me.) and Norfolk in 
Virginia, turning these pros|>erous cities into sham- 
bled ruins. In January 1776, the Biitish Government 
concluded agreements with the feudal rulers of 
several small German principalities whereby 20.000 
German mercenaries were recruited and big guns were 
bought in order to suppress the independeiice ino~\e. 
mcnt of the North American colonies. All these 
actions served only to intensify the hatred of the 
colonial i^rople for the British ruling clique. 

During the period of tlic Second Continental 
Congress, farmers, workers, handicraftsmen. Negroes, 
fishermen, soldiers, the bourgeoisie and tlieir^ntel- 
lecluals, and even plantation owners in the North 
American colonies were all ardently longing for 
independence. The question of independence was 
discussed everywhere, in farmers' log cabins, in 
^ handicraftsmen^ workshops, at firesides in soldiers - 
barracks, at schools and town meetings, and in State 
legislatures. Coniniiiices of Safety, and Conimitlees 
of Correspondence. *'lndep?ndence" became the cry 
of the time, the coniiiioii demand c«' the people in 
North America. Yet the Continental Congress dared 
not then declare its independence. 

Under these historical conditions, there emerged a 
poHlical writer, Thomas Paine (1737.1809). Boni in 
Ongland and a bourgeois radical democrat, Paine 
migrated to North America in 1774 and became a 
magazine editor in Philadelphia. In January 1776 he 
wrote with a fiery peji l pamphlet entitled Common 
Sense in which he fervently advocated that the 
colonial people in North America should sever their 
ties with Britain by declaring their iiide[)endence. His 
basic arguments were that all kings were cruel rulers 
and enemies of the people: that absolute monarchy 
was in itself the fountain of evil; that the British 
colonial rule in North America was completely based 
on selfish interests; that if the people in North 
America thought ihey could obtain any concessions 
from the King, this was only daydreaming; and that 
only by armed struggle and a declaration of indepen- 
dence could the people in the 13 coh)n»es be united 
to strive for the rights they were eniiiL-d to enjoy. 
Common Sense reflected in concentrated form the 
demands ol the people at the time. For this reason its 
publication immediately attracted such a large num- 
ber of readers that in 3 months more than 100.000 
copies were printed. Paine's work phiyed a great role 
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in mobilizing public opinion in favor of ihe indepen- 
dence of llic colonics. 

On April \ 2, 1776, a formal resolution was passed 
by ihe State Icgislaiiire of Norili Carolina conferring 
full juthontv oil ii^ delegate tu the Continental 
Coiigies:» to join with tlie delegates of olliei colordes 
to dedaie then indei>cnJence. Shoitl> thcieaftei, the 
Stale lcgi!>laiuic:> Ktl Mai>achuiClU and Rhude Island 
made the same decision. On Ma> 15, 1776, the State 
ie^i^latuie uf Viipnu inMiucted it!^ delegate to the 
Continental Congiess tu submit a foinial le^^olation 
toi independence. Or. June 7, Richaid !!eni^ Lee, 
delegale funn V ngiiiM, piupvised the fullowing le^du 
tion: "These united colonies should as a matter of 
vour^e hcctMiie a t'lee and independent united 
natMii." Iloucvci, Si»P!c buuigeoi^ delegjteik at tlu 
CoijgrexN weie afiaid to vote toi thi^ resolution, ^o 
the> iiumniatwd Jetfeuvin, Scnj.jiuin fianklin 
(1706-00), and otheis to foim a five iuan committee 
lespoipiblc Km diafling a dedaiatioii explaining to 
ilie wluile \\uiid tiic lea^oiKs tui then deiiianJ ut 
ifide|ieiideiice. On Jul> 2, undei ^tioiig ple^^ulc t*iom 
iliC pupulji nia.v>e>, ihc Ctingic^s adopted a iCMihiliun 
cndoiMUe the IX'daialion i>f Independence, 

On Jul) 4, 1770, the Sccond Continental Congress 
adttpted the Dedafatioit of Independence. This docu 
ment cxpies^ed loi the fiut time in outline ftiim the 
ptilifival demands ot the biiuigeoi^ie, "We hold the^; 
tiiitliN Ut be sell -evident, that all nfen are created 
equal, tli^it the> aie endowed b> then Cceatoi with 
ccitain wnahciiublc Rights, that among the^e aie Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness " It 

cttuinerated the \aiiou2k act:* of tyranny of the 
Lnghbh King and coiicjuded b> dedaiing before the 
.vhole world "That these United Colonies are, and of 
Right ought be l ice and Independent States, that 
ihey aie Absolved fiom all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political connection between 
them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to 
be totally dissolved." Afterwards, the people in New 
YoiK Cit) smashed a bion/e statue of King Geoigc 11! 
and cast its broken pieces into bullets. 

The pohti»*al principles enunciated ui the Declara- 
tion of Independence were generally deduced from 
the writings of the I7tli century finglish bourgeois 
pohtica! Uieorist Locke (1632-1704) and the I8tli 
century French bourgeois philosopher Rousseau 
(1712-78), However, this was the first time that the 
demands of the bouige^iis revoiution were presenleJ 
III the toim oi a dedaiation. It bccaiuc lU^, bauiici 
the war for American independence. 
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The Dedaiation of hidependence was an impor- 
tant histi^tical document of the period of the 
bouigeois ie\olut*on. it was a dedaiation against 
colonial oppiessioii and f<.ud»d oppression. Pob'ticallv, 
il pla>ed a gieat mobilizing role at the time and later 
became the model foi tlit Declaration of the Rights 
ol Man published duiing the period of the Trench 
bouigeois levolution. Therefore, Maix relcrred to the 
Declaration of Independence as ''the first dedaiation 
of the rigJits of man."^ 

The Dedaiation of liidci>endeiice was a declara 
iioii of the bourgeois re\oliuion. It was the dedara- 
tioii of the bourgeoisie in the North American 
colonics demanding to lake o\ei political power from 
liic Biitish colonial auiliuiitie.«. The political princi 
pics enunciated in it were aimed af protectuig the 
svsteni uf capitalist exploitation, theieb} legit inii/Jiig 
the mterestis of the bourgeowe. In practice, the 
•people" leteired to m the Dedaration of Indepen- 
dence onl> nieant the bourgeoisie, and the "riglit of 
the puisuit of happiness" was deduced from the 
light of piopcit>" and intended to stamp the mark 
ol legitimacy on the system of bourgeois exploita- 
tion. The Dedaiation ul Independence was signed by 
5o peiMins, of whom 28 were bourgeois lawyers. 13 
weie big inci chants. 8 were plantation slaveowners, 
and 7 weie members of the free pioressions. but there 
was not one representative of the working people. 

The adoption and publication of the Declaration 
ot Independence iiiaiked the birth jf America. The 
oiigmal 13 colonics m Noitli Aiiier-ca now became 
tiie ttist 13 States m the United States of America. 
Latei the day of July 4 was designated as the 
National Day of the United States. 

The Cour5>c of the War for Independence 

The war for American independence began with 
the battle of Lexington on April 19. 1 775, and ended 
with the surrender of British General Cornwallis at 
Yorktown on October 19, 1781. It lasted 6'/^ years. 



^'•JLcttcr to Amencan President Abratiam Lincoln," Com' 
plefc Works of Marx and hngels. People s Publisliing House, 
l%4cd. Vol 16. p. 20. 
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Hie course of the war u-as marked by twisJs and 
turns, but may generally be divided into two stages; 
the first was from the outbreak of the war to ihe 
surrender of British General Burgoyne at Saratoga in 
October 1777, during which period the main battle- 
fields were in the North: the second was from the 
entry of France into the war in February 1778 to the 
end of tlie war, during which period the war was 
expanded into an international war, with lis main 
baiilelields in the South. 

In March 1776, Briiish General Howe retreated 
from Boston lo Halifax, where he regrouped his army 
to wail for reinforcements and a chance lo counter- 
attack. In July 1776, when America had jusi declared 
its independence, llowc, in coordination with ihc 
Briiish navy from which he had received substaniial 
aid, led an army of 35,000 men lo come back to 
aiiack New York. Washingion was ordered to defend 
the cily. At that lime the Continental Army under.his 
conmiand had only 18,000 men, wiihout heavy 
ariillcry or a navy, so it was difficull for him lo hold 
New York, which was surrounded by water on three 
sides. Washingion fought the Britisli troops in Ihe 
outskirts of New York for several months, but after a 
few fierce battles with heavy casualties he h^d^ {v 
withdraw irom New York and retreat lo New Jersey. 
On December 8, when his troops were ferried across 
the Dcfaware River to retreat westward, the remnant 
of his army numbered only 5.000 men. However, the 
liriii resolve of the American people for iiide|>cndence 
enabled Washington to fight on. At Christmas 
(December 25) 1776, Washington caught the enemy 
unprepared when he launched his counterattack. 
Aided by the local fishermen, his troops crossed the 
icy waters of rhe Delaware River on a cold winter 
night, and with a move as swift as a clap of thunder 
leaving no time lo cover the ears, they captured 
Trenton, an important city in New Jersey, and took 
prisoner 1,000 (German mercenaries in the British 
army, f-ollowing this, on January 3, 1777, Washing- 
ton, again using the tactic of a surprise attack at 
night, defeated the army of General CornwalHs at 
Princeton. The victories at Trenton and Princeton 
greatly heartened the morale of the people and 
turned the tide of the war. 
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In September 1777, the British, relying on their 
nawl strength, sent troops by sea to attack Phila- 
delphia. the site of the Continental Congress and the 
bigges! cit> in America at the time. When the British 
occupied Philadelphia, they were very overbearing 
and swaggered like conquering heioes. Washingion led 
his troops to engage them in ifie outskirts of the city, 
but after repeated defeats he was obliged to retreat to 
Valley Forge to spend tlie cold winter. At Valley 
Forge the situation, of the Continental Army was 
extremely hard. Washington wiote; "These soldiers, 
without enough clothing during the day and blankets 
to cover them at night, have to march barefoot 
because they have no shoes: lliey can be traced by the 
marks of blood left by their feet; and they are 
without food almost all the lime. . . But all this 
was but a temporary hardship. Despite the loss of 
Philadelphia, the armed forces of tlic American 
people had won a great victory in battle at Saratoga. 

In June 1777, British General Burgoyne led an 
army of 8,000 men from Canada on a inarch 
southward along the Hudson River valley to meet 
with the British troops occupying New York in a 
pincers attack, trying to cut off the link between the 
States of New England and the other Slates. How- 
ever, as soon as Burgoyne's men entered upon 
American soil, they were quickly trapped by the 
encirclement of the American people. First they met 
attacks by the New F-jigland militia contingents who 
blocked their way. The militia cut roads and de- 
stroyed bridges, making it impossible for the British 
to advance a single step, Burgoyne was hit from all 
directions and could not get military supplies, so lie 
was forced lo retreat lo Saratoga, an important city 
in northern New York. At that moment mililia 
contingents from various areas and the Conlinenlal 
Army look advantage of their victories by pursuing 
the enemy and encircling his troops in Saratoga from 
all sides. On October 17, 1777, Burgoyne, having 
exhausted his supplies of food and ammunition, 
surrendered with Ihe remnant of his troops, number- 
ing 5,600 men. The great victory at Saratoga was 
mainly a victory for the militia. It fully demonstrated 
the strength of the American people, greatly heighu 
ened their confidence In hicvitable victory, and 
reversed the situation of the entire war. 

The victory at Saratoga marked the end of the first 
stage of the war for American inde|)cndence. There- 
after, the war was to be expanded into an inter- 
national war. 

The American rcopk fervently hoped to receive 
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ai<l litMii llic vouiitiicML»i Luiu[h:. Ai. cjiU MjuIi 
|7^Ci, ihc CMiiunLfitjl CviiiiZio-s had Ji>{>aulica Sila> 
Dcaiic to Pau^ piuiiioic then ^au^e. Att«;i the 
JcLlaiJUi'ii iiiUL'pviiiJviiLi:. hiaukhii \\a> appoiittcJ 
h\ the ( until L^j» a^ ^|>Cvial ciivov to Paii>, to ciigat:c ill 
JipKunativ Wxnk along wuh Dcanc. At that tunc. 
Jeep ct'filiaJKiiuit^ existed between the vuuntiic^u! 
iuoiunienial laiioiK. ni paituulai between I'ia:i4.e and 
(tivat But.nit. Bct.au'H. «it iv>wi<Uuwiit aj:atn>t ButjUt 
%ci/iit|; ihvn vi»KmiL> duiui^; i!iw*Scfcvn YcaiN^Wji. 
UiL Ficjivh ^u^hiiciahalioiu vveii an iippoilurtit) 1*j 
ilvovli Canada houi Butaui. Fieuvh King Luuib XV'I 
.»pcid\ 'ktated. "We aie piUMUiic otu own objective. 
Bntaiir> iiillucuvL will Ik weaktiied h> the nidejKii 
dcUvC ut vuloiiiLN. . . iiu\vevei,ab fiaute wab iioi 
ttt ihc ouUlmhc ill tliw ;vai. It vaulljtcd at. fiibt. 
au\l t»nl> dvvidcU itt p.iiti4.ipatw whtii it hvaid tht 
news tit the peai ot tht Anieitvaii toues ai 

SaKiioi!a hi Tcbiuai v IT7N. F laiivC loriiialU letug 
lit/ed ihiw uidcpciidviivv ot Uu l ulled States jud a 
ti*'^;;i. (»{ fuihiatv alhaui^e Ai:h it was MUiied. This 
iicau pio^ided ihai I taute AouM Mtppotl the wai 
hn AnieiicUt iiKlcpciidviuc wiih laud and naval 
toucN .i> well as nionc\ . while the tnited Stato 
Would a*.ti»id f laULC "uioNtda^-itied-nathHi treat- 
ijtciit Ml voiiiiticivial iclaitou% and wiudd al>o aiJ 
1 laiKC in detLudui^^ Us voKnue^ in the WeM hidie>. hi 
Jiutv 177*). Spam also |oiiied I laiue lu the Wai 
ai^autsi Biitaiu. with a view to tLwo\etnig Gibrtihai. 
Ma|oua Isialid. and I huida. its vttloUV Ul Nitilh 
Aiueiua.all ot whivli had been i^ei/eJ lioiii Spain bv 
Britain. 

At tlijt tiuic. Ill tiJdition to fighting i>ii the 
AuieiuJii tuiitiu«.ta. I tvnv,!i and SpauKsh tlcet.s aKo 
vUyagcd ilic Bntish uavx tii the Atlanlu, Ai» Britain, 
Kivuig *ni lU uavtil sopLth»iit\ . bchaxeJ le^.kiev)!) b) 
stopping, bcaulnng, and fniiig on nenlMl nicrcliaiit 
dups on the high ^va^. Rub^ia, ui vouvcrt with Prussia. 
IKilland. Deuiuaik. Sweden, and other Lonntiies, 
tornied in 1780 Jii AnneJ Ncutulity League to 
piotoct the navigatuui uf neutral ships The League 
biokw the Biiti^h sea blockade against Ainerica, 
lliefcb> benefuuigthe AuieiiLans- In December HSO, 
llolktiiJ. whose .lUninerLial interests had been under 
nuncd by Britahi, also entered the war on the side of 
t rance Jud Spain against Britain. Thus the British 
were encircled by enemies on till sides 

The Amciican people t*uik advantage ol the 
ctinliathction^ between Britain and the buropean 
uuintnes and ulili/ed tliein ni their strategy to gain 
victory in tlie war tor Afucikjii inilependeni.e. In this 



^.onnovlKin, Lemn pointed out. "When the American 
people waged their great uai ot' libeiation ag^iiiist the 
Biitisli iippressois, they had also against them the 
rieuvh and Spanish oppiessuis who owned a part of 
what is now the l*mted States i.. Noitli Auierica. In 
then aiduoiiN wai loi freedom , the Aiueiican people 
cuteied into 'agieemeiit>' with some oppressors 
against otlieis. foi the puipose of weakening the 
oppic>soi!k and ^tieiigtheiung those who wcie fighting 
111 a ie\olutiouai\ man lie i against uppiession an u tot 
:liv purpose of reiving the mteiests of the oppressed 
|ieople. The Anient an people took advantage of the 
stiUe between the Freuvh, the Spanish, and the 
Biiti^h. .sometimes tlie> c\en fought side by side with 
tlu foKes of the rientli and Spanish oppressors 
against the British oppressoKs. tlist they defeated llie 
Btitisli, and then !he> freed theiiisehes (partly by 
ransom) from the French and the Spanish/'^ 

More iiiipoitant. the AnieriLan fieople obtained 
the \igoitui5 suppoit of the revolutionary democratic 
people In Luiopean Louiitries. Attei the outbreak of 
the War for Independence, Trench bourgeois slatev 
nian Lifayeite (1757-1834), born of nobility but 
with deinoviatK inchnaiions. and French nihilist 
vKiahst Saint Simon (1760 1825). as well as Polish 
revolutionaries Pulaski (17487-79) and Kosciiis/ko 
( 1746 1817), crossed the ocean to serve as voUinteers 
in the re\olutiouar> ainiy commanded b> Washington 
and toiight ftir the ^ause of justice. During (he entire 
war penoJ. 7,000 people vamc from vaiious countries 
i)f Lurope to take part in the war, and many 
sacriilccd their precious lives for the sake of Anieri- 
Lan mdepeuileiue. At the same lime, (he British 
people, in then struggle agaln^t the British ruling 
whque HI pjrtuiilai the struggle of the Irish people 
against Bntaiii also vigorousl> suppoited the move* 
nient foi American independence. 

Aitci ihc Fieiuh parltLijialion in the wat began, 
the wai toi AmeriLait mdcpendeiiLe eiiteted its 
.sewonJ .stage. In June 1778, the French fleet came to 
the AnieriL«ui shoies, louing the British to witluliaw 
tioiii PhilaJelphia. In July 1780, the fust contingent 
t>t ihe Frcitwh ainiy. iimnbeiing 6,000 men under the 
LtMnittaittl of (ieneial RoLhainbeau, ar lived a! New- 
port. R.L 

Dunng the second stage t)| the war, its ccntei 
shifted to the SiUitlK The Biiti:>li army wanted to 
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ulili/c the omscr\jU\e influence in tlie Muuheni 
jfcus to retrieve tlicir untavDrable MUialion. su ihe\ 
took the olleiiMU* in Jlie Soiiih. |ii Deceiiiher I77K. 
lliey capiured llie iinpurtaiil pon (if Savannah. Ga.. 
arul used ii as j wcdw to go m into the interior ol 
the South. In May Psih Biitish troops went all out 
on the ollciishe ana took the iinpt)riant port of 
Charleston. S.C. and Ironi there llie> marched n()rtli 
III an aitenjpt to restore then colonial rule m the 
whole ol tlie South. At this luiicture the lorceN ol the 
Continenial Ariii>. bent south by the Continental 
Congress to reMSt liie IJiitiNlu were badl> defeated in 
the Baule ol Camden. Nowcvei. the i>cople of the 
South rose to defend themselves by forniiiig iiuerllla 
baiidN and using mobile and llexiblc warfare to en<Mt.e 
the enernv In October I7<S0. the militia gucrilL* 
bands »»l the south annihilated one major tulumii 
the British arni\ in the Battle o{ Kmfs Mount.uiu 
This victoi) changed the situation of the wat.an*! the 
American forces inuiiediaiel^ turned to the o*tensi\e. 
- (ieiicral (ninwaMis became unable to hold his jjumnd 
in the Stuitlu as Ins loices were steaJiK tedu^^ed In 
attrilum In the end he was compelled lo r:treat Ut 
the p«»ri cH\ ol Vorkiown. Va.. wlieie Ik waited toi 
the Britidt Heet in come \o rescue 

By this time the snuatmn had undergone a 
lundameiital change, wnh the British arinv tunimg 
Irom a superiiU to an niferior posilion and the 
American Irom an uircrioi to a supermr portion. The 
time lor deciM\e battle had finallv come 

Following the retreat ol Cornwallis' lorLes iuto 
Yorktown. the southern niihtia guerilla bands and tht 
f-renJi tleet came liaid on their heels. In earh 
September 1 7M . a brencli naval squadron of 3(> ships 
led by Admiral de Grasse defeated the Briiish nav> 
outsuL' the port oi Yorktown. cm ting oft conipleteK 
the snpp|\ hues from the sea Washington was then 
quartering his troops ni the vicinity of New York. 
When he hcaril the news, he immediately combined 
his loices with those ol the f-rench fed In General 
Kochambeau, as well as those under Lala> ette. and 
rushed s<iutli to encircle the British at Yorktown- 
Alter stiugglmg doggedly for a while. CornwaMis. 
having exhausted his strength and energ) . led his 
arm> ol 8,000 to surrender m October 1 781. As 
the British troops in their trim uniforms stepped in 
Iront ol the shahbilv clad American lorces to la> 
down thet! arms, the American ariiu band pla>ed the 
tune 'M he World Turned I pside Down." 

Alter the Battle of Yorktown. the war for Allien- 
van independence had essential I v been won. In the 



course of the war. tbe Ameiican jxrople had overcome 
ail kinds (»f hardships and obstacles, jud had foui;lit v 
\ahantly and |>ersistently io win their ultimate 
brilliant victurv. The victory of the war for'.Aiiierican 
independence eloquently proved: the destiny of 
liistorv IS decided by the pojnilar masses, for regard- 
less of how rctr*)grade and rampant alie reactionaries 
may be lor a time, thev will .iievitably be ground to 
dust by tlie w heels of luslorv m the end. 



During the June of the war. America began , its 
westward expansion on a large scale. Prom the lirst. 
;lie Lolomes in Noitli America had bcen.lounded on 
the corpses ol the Indians. The British army, taking 
advantage of the tontradictnms between. the Ameri- 
cans and the Indians, enticed the latter to tight on 
then side, rollowing then victory m the war. the 
Ameiican rulers took the ()pportuiutv ()f .sei/ing lands 
liom the Indians, From 1778 to 1 77^). George Clark. 
lieaJing an armed band organized by land seekers 
Irom Virginia, crossed tliv' Ohio River m a westward 
thrust and captured Vincennes, thus paving the way 
loi further Aniericaii expansion into the west. In 
1779 Washington sent John SulhVan with a l^orce of 
soldiers to "annihilate" rhe Iroipiois Indian tribe then 
settled in northern New York.dn his instructions to 
Sullivan. Wasliingttm wrt)te: 'The present aim is lo 
Loniiiltftely smash and llatten their settlement, take as 
iiianv prisoners as possible, tlie nuue the better, 
whether they are men or women, old or young. 
Ymi must not only niop up their settlement, but 
destroy it," Thus at the lime of its toundiiig. America 
hail already nakedly exposed its aggressive character. 

Oil September 1 783. Britain and / merica signed 
the Tans Peace Treaty. This tjeaty provided for 
recognition by the British Crown of the United States 
(the original 13 British colonies in North America) as 
a free, self-goicrinng.* and independent nation, and 
lor the aniiiisition by the United States of tjie vast 
teriilories west ,of ihe A|)palachian Mountain range 
and east of the Mississippi River. The newly deriiied 
boundary of the Uniied Stirtes ol America was: on 
the m»rth. r.uiada and the Great Likes region: on the 
east, the Atlantic Ocmu, on the south, riorida;and 
on the west, the eastern b.mk oi the Mississippi Kiver. 
Iluis the land area ot America become twice what it 
was at the tune ol die detlai.iti'm ol independence. 
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il.i piMp»»N<.J JiiU lliv AinciJvon JckiuilCN. li 

Bui it jWf ii> woiiip.iMiiiMn^ j>pi.fc{N. hcvuU'^ 11 
|n*iviJcJ thjt BuHnIi vkJiUm> acic cniillcJ tu vollevt 
tlici! JlHIn !uiin AiiiCiivJii J(.hl«n> iu luiJ wuucnwV 

tf. ihe iJiKHLN Stjlck jJ>*|»i uiljnuics Iui iciuinm^ 
^.oiilivbjtcJ pii»fh.il> if! BiitiMi >ub|cv(i» diid lovjIi!»t 
elements h* tticii tui^rul uwuci.n. Tlicvc U\m 

they ftCK' unpoNcJ h\ ihc Aiiiciiwan j>coplc. 

. At the tunc tifihc si^nuiiTot ihc pc-icc licjiyi-wjtlv 

AiiiCiKJ. BiiiJin j1nv> «,tin«.luJcd pcjw^' uith rijn«.c 

J(1.1 SpJi«r Thu licJt v o[ pcJwL pidVlJ^J t*Ji SpJMlsh 

Ri\.ci. jitJ K'l Spain" % iciLiiniiig fKiiKlj jiiJ jLmi 
Major cj Island in the woteui Mcditerr:ine;in. wluch 
ha«^ been Ktsl io Biitain ill the past. But Biitam 
{Cijinc-J the iinpuitjiit inditaiv ha^ oi Gibialtjt at 
the stnitfijiii lip ot Spain. Fuiuc icgimcd li.;bai;i» in 
th^ West Indies jiiJ touk SlIu^jI on the West Aliuan 
^oasf. But Bntain siill pos^c^^ed the \asl k'liitorv ol 
(atiaJa This ticaiv t,«»\^icd i\w paitidoit ot 

tciiittnics jitd vuionKiI lilted J'^U aiiittn^ Biitain, 
Fnuicc. and Spam. 

The *Aa« tui AuiLiicaii indc|XMidcn«.c was a wdi oi 
nati«*fia! hbeiatum. toudit b\ the AniLMKan peuple tu 
bicak a\va\ Inini the oppicsMdii o\ Biiash wtiKaiial 
iuie At that ti wc inipiul Biitam was a hisi-iate 
\\»(rld powci V ith a pupulati«m 30 million, \<^heicas 
AiiiciKa had a pivpulatuih o\ only 3 iiiiHittn. Bittaiii 
had a iiiniKiiw^IK ^upciioi aiiii) with niaiiv c\peii 
en«.cd niihtai> «.iiiniiiaiidei>. and e\LeIIent weapons, 
wjiik I he aniicd >tien|*th oi the American people waN 
basicaliv composed of a mihtia with hltle }inhtai> 
(laiiiing and ^fooi vveapim^ and supphe.s. At the tune 
Biitani possc-sseJ tUc woild's stioiijesl nav>, whuh 
coiild be used \o tianspoit .tj«nip.s and supplies and 
ctlevtivcK bIo.,kadc AiiiCiUJii poiis. while Aiiieiica 
! .d tlo na\> to >»pcak of. Biitain was an iinpeiial 
countn Willi vast <^i)hjnM;s. In Niu.'h Aiiteiica it held 
I'aiiada. Floiida, and the West Indies, and vould use 
tlie.e b;iscs to attack America, wheicas Ailieiica was 



almt*st encircled by the enemy on sii sides. As a 
o*mpaniii\ely developed capiialis.t cuur.tr>', Britain 
had greater ccimomic strenelh. while ifie Aniencan 
economy at ihe time was siill h it of a backward 
culuny. fku\evcr. all these (factors) wsre supcrfieiaK 
relative, and tempi.uary.Tlie balance ^heei of forces is 
not confined to a comparison of economic and 
mihtaiy >tiength. Moic important i5 the balance sheet 
with repaid to manpowei and spiiit. As to llif nature 
«if thi> ^vai. it wa^an unjust and aggrc.sbive wai on the 
Bnti>h Mde. and a just wai of national liberation on 
the Aiiieiican Mde. He who upholds jU^lIce gels help» 
he who foiisake^ justice does not. At that time Britain 
wa^ isolated and helpless, wlule Anieiica received 
wide sympathy and aid I torn abioad. Among the 
tiuops that Britain used \o suppress the people in 
Noith Ainer.ca were many meiccnaries hiied from 
small piinLipaIit.es in Gennany, so then morale was 
low. On the otiiei liand, the American troops were an 
aimy of the people. They were unafraid of violence 
and bia\c in battle. Tlie^e differences in cliaiactcr 
enabled the Aiiieiican people giadually to turn an 
infeiioi situation into a superioi one,iIieicby defeat- 
ing Btitain and ultimately secuiiiig then nidepen* 
denee. 

The wai foi Ameiican independence was a wai of 
the nia^es. In the .olonits of Nuitli Ameiica work* 
eis. faiiiieis. handiciaftsiiien. seamen, fislicimen, and 
the hke wcic the iiiain foues in tins revolutionary 
wai. They took an active pait in the war by 
oK.ni/jnc; inihlia contingents to attack British troops 
e\ci>%\Iiere. '^uiing the wai the broad masses and the 
soldiers braved cold and hunger, overcoming all kinds 
.>f Iiaidsliips and peisistingin caiiying the revolution- 
atv wai through to its victorious conclusion. 

Duilng the war patiiotic vvuiiien also pia}ed a big 
lole. TIie> wainily stippoiicd the Wai foi Indepcn* 
dence ind fieedom in all ways. While men went to 
the fion!, they took v*oi the tasks of pioduction in 
the iCai. They tilled fields jnd wov, doth, and 5>cnt 
food, gaiments. and otiiei tides to supp<at the 
fiont. When Washington was in a piecanotis situation 
tielrCating with Ins Continental Aimy into Penii- 
s>hania. the women of Philadelphia laised a huge 
fand of almost UOO.OOUtopiocuie winter clothes for 
the icvohitionat) aimy. This event deeply moved the 
fighteix L'ndei liie on the battlefields, women risked 
tiieis hves foi the Continental Aimy to bung aiiimuni* 
lion, tiaitsniit infelhgencc. and lescue :lie wounded. 
S»»mc even seived as aitilLiy gunncis and pei funned 
glorious war deeds. The victory in tlie war for 
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Amutican indepcnderiwc ujs inN^parahle (wm ihe 

Diinng ilie war lor Ainencuii iiidc|viiilerice 
Negrues jf^i made great copiributumb. In Aniencaat 
tlui iinie there were tWjm NegrcKN, making' up 
une-niili Ml Ihe mial iHjpulaiion. Thts was quite a 
lar^v louc, Be^^UNe ihe plariiati«>n tnwier^ and ihe 
buurgeoiMe siubJbonil\ nuiniained ihe cvi! syNteuiuJ 
Ne^ro ^raverv. >Si)Sm of ilie hQDXHjO Ncgrk-s were 
enslaied hke beasts. de-.i»jd ui any perninal Ireedonu 
Alter Ihe uiiihreak of the •.vai, America iioi miU 
I'Mkd lu organise ihe Sc^ocs bui guarded iliein even 
nioie ckisclv, ihas iniensilying ifieir cipnresMoii, Thks 
seriiiuslv impeded ihetf pariidpaiion ui ihe war. l! 
was Asi^ one ot ihe miporfani reanins whv the war 
Uh American "indepeiidenci: was slow in acliievins 
victiir% Be ifiat as it may. ilie Neeri)e% ^u\l plavcd a 
great lule m ihe war. Dunne ihe war, ai leas! 5,000 
Xet'roes Inu^ht in the American rc\oIuiumarv arm>. . 
hi I77K, the haiafhonN ol Washm^MonV Coniineiiial 
Afm> had an au-ra-^e oi 54 Negr<»esea.iK Tliere weie 
Nei?rfies lidiimg m every impoilani bai'Ic; they 
hmdii hravelv and well and repeaiedh esiahhslied 
recDids disiinciitm. In ihe %iiug^le Itii American 
independence* hli)fd was shed m common by Negrne> 
and whiles ahke. 

Since Che war I«u American iiide|vndeiice Was a 
war nl national hheijinm. a war ut Ihc masses so in 
Ihc course o! it ihe American aimv niade new .md 
imporiani creative Lt»ntriHmioris m laciics, T.iesc 
plaved a derini;e lole in eiiahliiit! ihe American 
people In win victorv. In ihe jXih ceniury, huropcaii 
amnios weie airaved m li\ed-hne iorniati«MiN Un 
IjghtiiiL: on the plains, hui the levoiuiionary aimy led 
by Washmghni wa. llie lirM lo adopt mobile and 
llexible tormaiioirs Uft dispciscd waitare. Becauvj Ins 
men knew wlui ihev were hdiiiiie tor. iheir niniale 
Was hruh. hecause ihcv ware li;ghimg on then own 
boil. thcv were tamihai wiJh conuiiitms, and because 
ihev were o{K:iaiioualI> nitihile and llcMhle. ihey 
eould liphi m disjvrsed ti^iniaiioiis ihai allorded ilie 
lullest sui»pe Un Uien lif-'hting ahdiiy. Wheiher ihey 
conducted surprise raids by special columns, encircle- 
nieni by heavv conceniratimis. or aiiacks m heavy 
Jog. r;"n. m sni>w.aod especially when rliey loughi ar 
nichi nr in vloy; qbariers, ihey were able lo b'Mi ihe 
enemy, nukms hw di//> and exhausied Ironi run- 
nini!. Wiih res|5ect lo iliis kind of mnovatit>n m war 
iacliw-*. hti^ds pi.inied oui •'Ohrnii; the war Uh 
American indepviid-.Tice. ilie coiiimszenls ol the rebels 
loiidii ai!;niist rntlr,-Mldc hne lormaiionv Alihoudi 



the rebels wcte iu;i welWnlled. ihev could 5»iill lire 
ellectively Ijoni ilieii mu//le-loadn;^'^uns; Ihey were 
-limiting tur their own inierest;^. so tl-.cy could 
not llee Irom baille h'k»? the n;crcenarie.«;iliey'd»d not 
fight as ibi British Ii3c anijcipated. in lixed line 
iWiiiaiion en ihe pJains, but ratlier used their >vvili. 
mobile dis|>efsea groups hidden in ihe foresi t« 
ajnbush ilie Briiish in ops. Under t!ie^ condiiioiis 
ihe Slxed hne iorinaiion useless, and so ihe 
Brjlivh were beaien by ;m enemy who could iioi be 
seen ur cunironicd. Tfms ihcy |ihe Americans) 
invented the dispersed turmalion in warfare a new 
form of warfare produced by a chaiiiie m ilie 
compostlion of the fighimg forces/*"^ 

* ' * * * » * * 



The Historicnl Sigiiificance of the 
War for Aiiterican Independence 

The war loi Ameiican independence vvas a 
bourgeois revohuion apiiist colonial oppiesifon and 
leudal oppiesMon li was ilie first revoluiion ni 
Ainericaii history. 

The viciury in the War lor Independence enabled 
Ihe 13 Siaies in NVrih America lo cast off ihe bond.s 
ol Briiish colonialism and Become an independent 
and self-governing bouigeois deniocraiic lepiibhc. All 
Jhe injunciions promulgaied b> ihe Briiisli Govern- 
> em m (he pasi were buriieii lo ashes in ilie angry 
lire sei by ilie revolulionary people The economic 
siruciure and ilie social coninlexic»n ol ilie colonial 
period were sub|ecied lo viisi changejj. and cerium 
vesiiges ol teudalism were swcpi awa>. The 1.^. Stufrs 
were pt»hlicill> uniied miu one eniiiy. thereby 
P»onioring ihe developmeni ol a national econom> . 

Ill Das Kapital, Marx poinied oui. 'The w^r for 
American independence in ilie IKih ceiiiui> sounded 
an alarm lor the bourgeoisie ol turojK-/'^ The war 
hu American independence awakened Lurope and 
hasiened ihe ouibieak of the French bourgeois 
revoluihm. 



AnMJuhrmK: PvopJc s Pubfisfur.L" fhniw, I97li cJ Pp 
|65-r»6 

^Ujs Kapua! V.»| I. Pnidit- lo the lini l.Juum. 
iontpkh' Works of Man Pubh%!iiri [mu.- J</72 

cJ Vol 2^.p II 
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jjid rutitmjl IiHci allien uf*«vciiicni> ul i.«ppio>ed 
p^fuple^. Lntici iis impjwi. in the cjiIv pjit rhe 
|vih vcniui> I he pcMpIc LiUn Aiueiua suwwe>>i^6 
Iv \iuudicd i£Vii]uiu»]ui> ^tiugctcs a^i!i>t Spjni>h 
and Portuguese culuniat xulc and cMablis!ied« unc 
alter another, mote than 20 independent naliuni- 

In hiN kiwi lo \ineiican workers in n>IS. Lcnin 
aitiniwd the hiMoncal meaning nt the war lui 
Aintffitan indepciideiiLC in this wav "The hiNt^.u> oi 
ni«>«Jern« ciuh/cd Aniciica reuan wiifi one ul lh«n>e 
great, really hberating, really revululionary wars, 
. , , that wias the w^r the American people waged 
a^tnsi the Bntish robbers who oppressed America 
and held her in, colonial slaverv/"* 

A^ a hourccr>jv icvt^Uilion again^it colonial oppiev 
M**n and le<iual MppicNM«m. the wai I'ik Aineiii^an 



indeivnden,.e had a great progressive significance in 
Ameiivan IiiNU»i>,bul at jhe same lime it also had the 
hiniialit»nN of a boui^xois re\ulutfon. A bourgeois 
revolution is real!> onK one exploiting group re- 
pbvinsL another m sei/in^ and holding power. The 
vrvtoiv in the war for Amciium independence only 
enabled the bouigeuiMC and the plantation slave 
o\».ners lo grasp political power, while the broad. 
ina>^scs kX the people vvere still relegated to an 
exploiieu and oppressed status. 

The popular ma^ses are the masters of history. 
During the war loi Anierivan independence, workers, 
handicraftsmen, farmers, and Negroes made up the 
viasl majority of the working people in the popula- 
tion. They not only opposed the British colonial rule, 
hut they also wanted to push the revolution to a still 
liiglier ^tage. 

The American people are a great people. They 
have a revolutionary' tradiiioi?. At present, they are in 
a stale of new awakening.. We beheve that the 
American people will make still greater contributions 
to the cause of human progre>.5» in the future. 
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The American Revolution^ 

yVlnk NtmK rn^li>!iiucii w*,i*. bjUliii^i ul Iimiik Un 
iiiipiAivemciiLs .»! Parluiiiciii *inJ m iclip*»n. 

•Hhers ueic jdvenuinnc a^.it^s> ilic Ailantu !»» cMab-. 
Ksli colonics and irade m ihc Americas. , . . Harly in 
the f^lh «,cniuiv f.uhipcjn v»Hiniiics began u» nuke 
viilfcnicuK Clierc. In N.nUi AnicuwJ, uiIi»ihcn wciv 
e^uhliNhcd In I ijn*.c. IKilljnd. and Spam ttcll as 
h> tiigland In :1k* IKih veniiiiv. laigland dune 
France uiit ili*' casUin paU .d rlit tfjiuuiuit jiid 
Canada Sfic had lakcn Ww VihcifjiidN hum ilic 
Dukhcarfici. JianciiH' itsiunte Ui Vi\ V»>ik. 

The EngliNli Colonies hi America 

B> Ihc middle 4il Ihc Imh vcnimv iheie wea \^ 
1 ndi^li wt»!t>nie«^ in \i»ilh AniciKu akmgihc AllaniK 
Hum LandlcNN pcasanfs. pc*»plt y^tkniji icIigiuuN 
lfccdi»in. trad»'r>, and pi*diiccjN had tcllfed ihcK. 
The hfilk III Ihc p*>piilaiion t»>nMx!ed ol indcpcndeni 
larmcfN, h lani mdti^lrie^ had de\cli«|>td in siuh 
pmduwU as WiHiU OdX.jnA Icathei. In ilie noiih ilieic 
•A5.re tixhuii! and ^hip huddini. In Uk mhiUi, laii,. 
plantalion^' like Iciidal okhimk had lirown wlierc 
lohact** and c«»non uck ciHV.n wuli >lave lafvuncis 
hrMjidu tr*MU \liKa. TiaJc Hcluccn iU< <.oK>niNNand 
l"Ui«>p^' had bt''.*M]ic h»-lv aiid piiH|H:it)UN. 

lath 4.iiIon> had a luwal avsemhK ckvfcd h> 
tjuahtkd \«ilav Thc^c a^vcinhhcN cnjvicd lavvs luun 
tcinniji hical niaiicis. k wcd ia\CN and dc\cl»»ped 
in seII j;tHC»nmerr fhnvcvcr. ihcv uerc undei iht 
rule of the ninilKi u>unfr>. B> Ihe I81I1 vcniui). llie 



SviOfidjn St hi nth V«a. I ir«.v td >. Mhi N.jMmiuI 

P/7< Pp I8l->i^ Rvprivfij td ficfc pcimi^Mon 
\(!Ri, .Vrt Diifii, hftJu Ihc injifwrMi 1% ♦JiL-a^'nctl tor tin- 
Vfli *.t iOih v»,ft »t| jH II vtjt piiJiMr> •>tv«<ndjiv v.l!»na 
i>tk* lOri/ind m I i.rlisfi 1 



4.«di*nisN kmnd ihc lauN uhich the lindish dn* 1 11- 
tueiil nnp*,^M:d \\\^m ihcni nunc and more ohjedinn- 
ahle. Tlic idea ^\ hcin^ an inucpcnduni nation gicw 
and dcvcJuped jnu> ihu .^c\ulutKina{> Wai ni wiuvh 
ihe ci»l»mi>is gamed ihcii ndependenLC. 

Causes of American War of Independence 

Tlie kidtinial pdK\ ol Lngkind m ccononiic 
nullci3 v.as ihe pnmar> x,^\\^ of leM^nimenl in the 
American colonies*. , . . [I]n Euiope at iln^ time, the 
iheuiies of mercantilbm donnuaicd ihe pohciesof all 
governnient>. England's application of nicrcaniiiisni 
nieanl tiiai ilic Aiiieiican u>Ion]eN would noi dcvelnp 
an economy o{ iheir^owii The British Paihanieiii had 
furhidden Ihcin l»» uvj non-BiiHsh sliip^ in then liade. 
C eilain prodiiLts such aN lobai.co. wolloii and ^upi 
c»»uld he e\pt)iied onK to Liiijiaiid Hcav\ duiio 
\veie inipUNcd 011 the jjiipinl of goods in llie colonies 
lri»ni oihei places. The colonies were also lorbidden 
to Malt teilain indusliies, loi example, iion %\oikN 
and tex^Ile^, The) weie titled ttiiinpi*!! these goods 
Ironi Lp»iland. Thus, in e\eiv possible \\a\. the 
growth of iiiduslr> and iiade of the culoiiies was 
impeded. 

The Biilisli also aii^'ered the i.olonisiN hv iNsnmga 
piockniiaiion to present ilicni i'oiii iiio\nij|:west mi«« 
ne\v lands. Lnghsh arisiowrais had bought lands in 
America and eoi lents iroiii the taimers Tlie> uanicd 
to keep the colonisU as .eniors. But maiiv colonists 
rebelled against the authorities, moved into ilie 
wilderness and occupied land by hook or by crook 

As a result of conljnu«»us wars m fciirope the 
Bniish Gtnernnieni was burdened with debt. It 
needed money, hi l7o5. the British Parliament passed 
the Stamp Act which imposed stamp taxe^ on all 
business Iransac^lioiis witli Ihe American cohuiies. 
Revenue slumps up it) 20 sliillmgs were It) be aff ixed 
lo newspapers, le^l documents and oihei papers 
This aci aroused violent resentment among all sec- 
inms of Ihe cnhmistsand led them 'obovcoli Bniish 
goods, Theie weic uprisings in nuns towns and lax 
collecltHs were killed. The colonists claimed that 
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MiKV the Bnls^fi Fjrhamen! had nu ii-pre^M^ntiiliie 
tf»tm thtf viil.Hiies. It lud nu nght u» !c\y taxes i^n 
!hcin. Tiic revenue Iram the^e taxej^. they said, was 
U-Sv J HmI i« ifte ifiiere!>t^ i»f Ifie culmiies but i'ur liie 
lijiiiNh einpjie. 



IPiclurcj Rt'^f^ >nir fht Stamp UtDm^jfhrrathm 
rU thr. ni/fu tir ihv Ammkan Cifhm\ \ ibi day 
tJu \Uft}p Act nan luu* cthxL Vtc iUmirjiiun 

' li \ fnmnm* f uj^fips in ihs sin t L 



TlfC,/\jiiviKjn ickirl'jlK'iijiio iscie irt>pucU bv ihe 
ideas ttt hndisli pluIouiphefN ut llie I7ili century. 
Tlie^e pIii!t»sop!iers Locke. Harrington. .Milion 
helicveJ rlui men lud certjin fundanienia! rigliis 
\\\ndi tiM eo\efnnienl bad ibe n«Iil lo inlrmge- 
\imiivjn fhinkci^.e^pxijllv Tbuiiu^* JcJTct^»n. wu*, 
jLt» ui-pjfed b> ubal French phi!oMjplier> were 
Na>in:* jud writing jf ibal time. Jefferson j%!^*iled the 
c*'It»iiiNN' fjirfii u* 'ebclhon. and enw«>ui;'ged then 
uic*ejMii^ devHc ft«i nidtpcndcnwc. Suppoil fui inde- 
pendence was U»r*.eluIIv expressed b> Thi»niaj» Panic. 
who Jefeslcd fh. inct|uahlics of Cnghsb 50uet>. and 
bad c**nie fo VncTua In a painpldci called Cuinrn m 
Viviu, be wr4»k\ "11 lepupiant to rejM»n li» 
uppmc tl;ji this (\«n!nicnl wan Utu^ leinain Mjhivwl 
I*' ja> cxteifial p*n%ci llicu is MUiiclbing ab^ufd m 
'siippoNiiu' J r.*nM,Lr4f K |>tip.luall> ^iiveined b> 
an island.*' " , 

The Mavvuchusetts Assembly 

Leaders ni tbi. MavsavbuswII'* ( .dunv valkd tli- 
'icUk'i icprcscarilivcs tuMii «»Uiwi wulimies ii» w^iriMdei 
then K.*n\\n\*ni pf.<blcnis, Tbe\ agieed and detbned 
tbai lia BiHidi PaibaniwiU bad ni» iidit tu Icvv tases 
*»n then* Ia\aUon vvitliiiut iepic>cnlaii*Jir' 
the ship V adupled. And Ibcy ibieaUned lo Nlup 
the inipt»rt .jf Biili'Ji i^ouds. Tlie Ihicat led Biilain to 
repeal the Stamp Awl. but Paibanienl snll nisij>tcd 
that It Iiad tlie ii'^'hl to Icv> laxei>. Then Paibaincni 
inip«tscd J fa«. >n con2»uir;ei guud;* wunnn^ int.> tlie 
..tibmies siicb AS pjpcr. aIj****. lea. and panil. Apam ibe 
t.ob»nie% ♦ibjectcd sa>irig that »)nl> then own astern 
hbes fiad the rrghf to laise m»mc> tInou^»Ii taxes. In 
priitest. the volumes vji down tin. BritislMinpoit^ by 
one half The Britidi walidrew ilie plan. leavin^^only 
ibe la\ *>n lea lo as<.cri ibcii nubl (ev> taxes 
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The Boston Tea Party 

The lax on tea led to trouble. Vn 1173. several 
colonies refused to unload the tea coming in Hnglish 
5>!upi. In Boston, when the governor ordered a ship to 
be unloaded, a group of eitii^ns. dressed as Ameriean 
Indians, boarded the ship and dumped the crates of 
ic'4 into the w-ater, Hij^torians have called this *thc 
Boston Tea Party\ TIic ^Jritis!I Government then 
vluicd the poll of Boston to all tiade and precipitated 
the upnsing of the colonies. 



Tlie Philadelphia Congress and the Declaration of 
Indej>endencc 

The representatives o! the llurteen Aineiicaii 
woU.ne^ met as a group m what is called the First 
Continental Coiigiess at ffliladelplua iit 1774. This 
wuiigress appealed to the British King to remove 
le^strutiuns on industiies and ti ade and not to impose 
any taxes witboiii their consent. The king declared 
then action a mutiny and oidered troops to be sent 
to suppiess it. The colonies then planned foi inihtary 
defense with local tiuopsoi mihtia. In 1775. the fust 
battle of the Revolution was fought when a thousand 
British soldiers met the coloiiiabmilitia in Lexington. 
Massacliuselts, 

On July 4. 1776, the Second Contmental Congress 
adopted the Ihtiaratiun iff Imkpcmlcnce. It coiii«m- 
*;d tful;^ levolutionai) ideas. The Declaration asset ted 
"that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by tbe.i Creatoi with ccilain unalienable 
lights, that among these riglits are hfc. Iibcity and the 
pursuit of happiness". The Dedaiation advanced the 
punciplc that the people arc the souiec of aullionty 
and aflifuied the people s iiglil to set up then own 
government. The Declaration also slated that the 
Amei iwaii widomcs bad been oppie^scd Oy the British 
Government and that "these United Colonies are. and 
of iight ougbl to be. fiec and independent slates." Up 
to this time the cobmist'. had been figbling lor then 
ngl»ts as Lnghslimen. Ahei the Declaration in I77(n 
Ibey loughi lor their right, to be an independent 
nation. 
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The War of Independence 

George Wasliin^um uas put m cuniniaiid ul ihe 
American forces He lud expeik-nce in H^Jiiinc the 
French in Anieritnj. The lirM haiilc Unik place in and 
around Bi»>,ion. Tfien Bniain t^m a turce lu Canada 
with the plan to march it souJh in meet another 
British h»rcc. and >u cut the Amertcan colonies m 
half. But a Briii^h general spoilt the plan. As ihe 
Brinsh matched south, the American!, met and 
defeated ihem- This viciory of ihe ruugji American 
nnhiiamen apniM a trained BrtUsIi force gave ihe 
Americans confidence Tlie French Gi'vernment now 
decided lo help the colonies with troops, supplies and 
funds-io embarrass Briiahu Frances old enemy. 
Others eiiemio uf Briiain. Spam and Holland, were 
soon fidiiing the Briibh efsewheie. 

Meanwhile, trouhle was brewing loi Britain jt 
home. T^tcre was a threat of rehelhon in Ireland. 
Mroiiff Jeadv'r:^ in Parhameiii were oppnsina the \\af 
uiih file culonists- The war ended in I7K| when ihe 
Brniish commander. r»rn-.vallis, later lu bcLume 
go\cniijr--eneral m Indra. ^urfcndeied. Twu >cais 
later, m 1783, the Treaty of Paris was ^.igned and 
Briiam recopm/ed ihc independence of Mn forinei 
thirteen Lohniics. 



jPiclurcj ffu fh*Ljranf*ii hhlihtthntt flu 



The American Conslitution 

When the war i»l independeiuc siafted,ea;h of ihc 
tliirleen colonies was a separate state with its o^i 
army, bonndaiies. customs duties and rinances. But 
they co.opcrated ai»umsf a common enemy. In I78L 
as states of the banned Slates, they united throiij^h a 
plan tor a national ^^overnmeht called the Articles of 
Confederation. They sent their reprcseiiiaijveN to tlie 
Congress, but the national government under the 
Articles was very weak. It could not levy taxes, nor 
regulate trade between the states. It had no rights 
over the states and their |»eople. There was iealous> 
aijd quarrelling -The new nation was ab.mt to lall 
apart- A tonstitiiiional c<m\ention was called in 
Pluladelphia to Iraiiie a new von.>titution which came 
into efleci m 178';. It cstahh^hed a repuhlium bum 



ol government ri a time when states in other parts of 
the world were gove ned b> monarchies. The Amen- 
can Constitution set up a federal system under which 
powers were divided between a central or federal 
go\ernment and the state governments. 



(i^icturel Si.-mmi *1 rJu IKi^laraWm .// Indtpui- 
duin Tfh pjininn: hx M^hn TnimhuU ^lhn\'% 

Ih nijfuin I'srauklitL 



Under the constitution, tfie (^dcvxX government 
became the supreme authont>. though the mdi\idual 
states retained a con^derable aii.oun* of indepen- 
dence xn local matters. The executive functions were 
separated from the legi:>lative or law-making tunc- 
tions. A president, elected Icr a term of four years, 
was the chief executi\e authority. The American 
Congress, ur law-inakmg body, consisted ol two 
houses the House of Reprei.eiiiaii\es, whose mem- 
bers were -elected by each state on the basis ol 
population, and the Senate made up of two members 
irom each state. The Supreme Court was the duel 
judicial authority in the country and had very wide 
p<nvers. It was the guardian of the constitution and 
had the |H)wer to declare laws uiicoiistitutionaL 

JeUerson, the author of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. and his Ibhowers campaigned lor the 
addition of a Bill of Rights to the fedeial constitu- 
tion. This was done thioiigh ten amendments which 
guaranteed many right.s to the American jieople.The 
most noted of these are freedom ol speech, press, and 
Tehgion.and lustiee und»?r law. 

The constitution marked the emergence of the 
United States of America as a nation in world history. 
It was the first republican ctmstitution e\er Iraiiied in 
history and is still in operation. 



(Map) f mud S(ari \ i»! A})irn(a hiahnia AJX IsSO. 
(Major lujp kMiutc. inditafe au^a induded m the I J 
^^m\u,A to|i»uics and rlie vari' Uu main territc»rial 
.«upiiMliM:is involved \n tin; westward expanvion ol 
the Umti;d Siate^.j 



Sv^wWxoiWce of the American Revolution 

The words ol the Declaration ol lnde|KTidence 
legarding the equahty of ail men and the 'unalienable 
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JUd M?i!MJt LltaVclk, the IliTliJl iCllCijl Vkln* 
t\»iji:1il ^jJw *«r AiiuMwjn Kktilitli*'naiK>. wa^ 

Ifi^mu^ Pjirif., J kind M inunuih^iul i cv dilution ji>, 

Fi*!tu^a««5c %*AtjUK> in CcntuI jiij S\<utii Aini^!iv<i (m 
fcH.'l jnJ 'JUim tluii niJcpt'nilsrn.c, 

Tlic nc^v adiJC'« anient !lie Anicfuaii Rk*ii«*!uUon 



was ihc c^rabIIv|ullcnt a lepublic. The repuWit was 
tiuK ilcniuuiJlu. The iighl tu vote was hiuited. 
Nc'^i*vv >iil! nu*ie nu Aineiiuin Indians, and wuiiien 
had \ittc. Olcct um h\\s in all states la^oied men uf 
pi«»pen> foi inan> \eais. Bui piugrcss towards 
deniM4.ia<.> he^uJii. In M«n)c slaie>. stale rehgiun wa.> 
alK^iNhcd, aU»ng wiih iehi;u«^us qiulifiuitiuns f«i 
liMlJini: puhlu ulTucs. The luunJationsut austitwiacv 
wwic attacked, b> abohshing such privileges as f/w//- 
fi/i/A jiid ! I tics. Bui fmi slavciy, compared wiiix other 
^ovcHisncniv at lliat tunc, the Xmerican repiihhc was 
vcrv demtjcratic. 
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13. GREAT BRITAIW 



The End of an Empire, 1775-1783'' 



B> llie bepnnmg tif 1775 ilie siand^ rcspeciiveiy 
lakcn h> ilie Britisli governiiieni and by ihe coloiiul 
lejJcr?* puiiiied inexufjblv i«> jmicd amtlici. Only a 
'iuhsiantul surrcndei bv one side oi ilic orbci amid 
a\ert iL Ncillici was nulincd to such a sicp. In iJie 
eves i»f ilie coftmiNls, td pve \va> U) ads u! piuvcr 
would be an abditalion ul ihcn MaUis as Ircc nicn« In 
a lelltfi of Otiohcf 1774. whali doubtless ictlccied 
the \rjsl ueeks of eaincsl, passamate discussion at 
Willianisbuig and rinladelplna- Wasiuniiiim rebuked 
an old nnhtarv assijLiaic.n«nv hkelv siumi to he luund 
•HI ilu* oppEisin^ ^ide. ' 

t*«mld mil u««iMjirjr a* a pciipk who arc ever) dav 

jrbiUir> pouvr, dwvpiv pljoncd l*» f»virrfufn fhc Uws 
and ttinvrifufiftrf of fhcir iou(Ur>. and lo vmlafc !hc 
in*-^i OHiiiijI and \ilu4hU ru\u\ mankind, bcitiv" 
imuu'd and *Aftlidittku!tv Rsirjincd irt^niawts o| tlic 
rrcitc^i vn.ftmc jnd infi^mp^ufuw. .ft ts no* the 
m^U '^f inUwt fluf ^i»vcriiiik'nT | MaxvahuH-ffsj 
»»f an> MfiKf up<«i» ihiv i«ni»Ki)i. %cpjrafcl> *n 
t.i4kand\\ M ul up jor indcp^-ndcnt) ; hu! ihi> >ou 
mj> .tf fhi. Mine ?inii- rcl]^ tiiu ilut none ul Uicii) ui!I 
c»vr 'kuhmif !hi „| fhmc valuable n-his and 
pmilci'c^ %hKh ^rc css^mial t«» Hit hjppinc\M*i cvcr> 
tfcv Sfafc, and uithcun whuh hl5..hbvrt> and pmpci 
ty aiv fcndcrcd f<»ijl(> insecure 
Not even a return to the lelatjvelv harmonious 
working system o| the Walpolcan era would now 
salisiy (he u>lonists. The dtlinnion of claims by the 



^(nmp'trts' Nt.ic I rMm f. R (Imstc'y ( rtm of hnpin , 
(,nat Hntatn anJ the Xtmruan Cohnu s I7U HKi 
fmiiiJjriitnN »»i Modern lh.i.*r> ScfK^ Jjindim Idx^ard 
Arnold il'uMbhcrM Ud. 19^,6, Pp, 94-107 Reproduced with 
|K'riiii%Moii i.i flic \\ W, N'»fi«in & f oiiipany. Jnt . NVw Yn/k 
Ihe nufmd I', iisvd in Jfu- I2fh »n IJlih year ot a l^car 
pni«ijr> wiMfidarv sv1im»»I v>^Iv fOri-jnal in l i 

Wrjnm:s iff < ffriU Jt*»//m»fff/;/, cd. luhn ( l it/ 
pjirKk. Vyv i\Vashin.-f«»n, KnM4h III, pp 385 86 



Bnlish ^uvemmeni ^uung the last twelie >eaf:* had 
piovoked opposing definitions in America, and it was 
clear thai only on a basis of total legislative hidepcnd- 
enic in domestic matters would the rcldtionship with 
Great Britain now be tolerable. 

On the other liaiid. by the end ol 1774, the British 
gu\eiiimenl was obdurateK convinced ot and coni- 
nntted to the view, that a domiiiani nunoiity in the 
colonies was aiming at independence, and that eithei 
British authority must be reasseited in the colonies 
(at this stage, more particularly in Mas^achusettsK oi 
else liie whole labric of empire would dissohe and 
Britain sink back into the role of a niiiioi powei. 
Faced with such an apparent catastioplie they were 
prepared to risk ct\il war within the tnipiie would 
indeed have already run the risk and reaped its 
consetpiences had theie been siifntieiii tunips jn 
BoMon lor Ga.ae to attempt to lollow his instructions. 
Barly m J 775. as soon as Parliament met. extra 
tro(»ps and naval forces wi'rs voted, and reinforce 
inenis vveic dispatched to Boston. The New Kiigland 
provinces were pi o claimed to be in a slate ol 
rebellion, and an Act was passed lestranimg them 
lr<»m all trade and from participaiioii in the Nev> 
foundland fisheries until submission was made. As 
one province after aiiothei made known its svmpatliy 
for New HngLmd, these restraints were soon allei- 
wards extended to most of the other colonies. In the 
delKites which accoiiipaiiied these measures, ministers 
rested their case ahnosi exclusively on the need to 
secure a clear aduiission oj subordination iroui the 
colonies. They biushed aside oppositi<m warning.s. 
that the colonists, in resisting parliamentary taxation, 
were Muited on liriu constitutional grotind, and that 
to exact !>ubmission by military force was iniprac 
litable. In Ihcir eyes the willingness expressed by the 
Comtnemal ('«mgress to abide by the c»)inniercial 
restraints m existence befoic I7(>3 was insiillicieiit. 
Belore an> e«MiceH^ions were made, Parhamenrs 
auihorit) must he acknowledged and the rebel 
claimed by the cohmies soughi as a niattei of giace, 
not as a matter ol right. Il this surrcndei «vcrc made 
theie would, nunisters hinted, be generous Ireatmeni 
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^^l ^ttcvjtucN. itulaJiitg i\k abjiiJ.*iinicnt ««! pjiiu 
iiicnun tJxauoiL LjiK in rcbuuij, ui a iicncul 
Jcbjic ^.11 rlit Aincfuun Mliuliuii. Vuih JcJjicJ- 
He did iu>l nicjn !m tax Aineiica ... if lliey wuulJ 

-Nupn:nij%.\. i\u qujiicl vvtJuIJ be at jn cnJ/* In Hic 
G(niisioii\ »2Uk> pliciKmiciul by cigliiccntli vcn- 

lal> MallJjiJiv .upp**»UJ tlis. JiUrU-NlCIN pullwV, iIk 

v\vvi. Jiii;^. Xhj. rtvll ilus.! iult the iuial niLiiihci>!iip 
♦♦I I he IIhum.'. 

A fMriuidtt Lui NmuIi pic^ciiuj viUiLilut'^uv 
piop.)Mfi.»ii%' u» lilt C^'iiunMiiN. jiid he icvcjIcJ the 
vxUviiic hum u« vonvL>%;«iii whi^h the iiiini>tci> ucic 
picpjicJ U* liijkc iiinil atiei thc\ had cvpoficuwed 
nulitatv dclejt. The Nubsiaikc of then* propusaN waN 
thai. pioiiJcd the l'oKjiiinIs would make sutlicieii! 
and ncfinjMcni p!o\iMoii tin i!ie support ul their civil 
jo^cinment and the atlniiiii>tratioii i)| justice, and tor 
delciise, and iii time *»l ujr aminbute extraordiiiarv 
•^uppliosiii a Ka>t»nah!c pi*>pi»uion U* \\]ui wjs ^a^^wd 
III ( treat Butatii. then ttu su hmg and no longer 
theie iviuild be no leNOii tn pnrlianieniary taxation. 
Paihanien* v. «*ifd still evcrcise the power of controb 
Unj tiade. but llie \iclJ t»l aii\ taxation incidental to 
^nJi LiiiNlatioii would be paid into the treasur> ol the 
..**Innv ^«»ii^emcd. and any representation liorn any 
utior.y pfopoMHs! clianL'e>*in the coinnierciul regula- 
tioHN would he gueii lull consideration. Action would 
be taken lo put the propi^si turns into clfect as soon as 
av*-eptable projH)NaK were received from nny colon v 
/ \oith\ propiisiuon had the apparent merit ol 
phauj rhe co|onisi% ui a position o|* taxini; them- 
•tbes it ihey aucepied the accompanying condilioiis. 
The prinuple ol *no taxation without leinesentatum' 
wuufd thus scein to be conceded. Some ol the more 
♦.ouM^rvativc cohmial leaders were inchned to beheve 
lha( tfHN coutesMon was all thai was necessary and 
wished to explore the possilnlities ol conciliation i»n 
this jziound But at botnun the pr(»posals were 
entirely nnac^eptable to Ameru an opinion. In reality 
Ihev represeiiled nindi less ol a concesMun than the 
Icgisbiuui nl l'^66 lor if the colonies were to make 
ample* pciiiKnieni provision lor all goveniiiiental 
seivues. the> would lo^e thai iiiiancial con trtd over 
the exet^utne vvhiJi iliey bad gradually built up 



duim^ the ccnturv and which they now correctly 
regal ded a> one e^ien:ial feature of a free puhtical 
society. The pruvinLial executives would be left free 
to act a^ the agents of the iniperial government. 
*.eiitial control would m^rease and local autonomy be 
lurtliv * oded. And the couc-esMon of 'no taxation 
wilhuul leprestcnlation* was quite illusory. The colo- 
nist.s wtuld tax tlieriiM:Kes under threat and without 
being left any dis^-retrun. As one pailiaincntary cruic 
pointed t>ut. the pioposals amounted to the threat. 
'Give me as much as I w-islu till i say enougfu or I will 
lake it fioni you/** All the signN pointed to a demand 
toi gteatei exactions than had been attempted by the 
retention of the lea dut> in !770. In America the 
inipli*,ations were fully leah/ed. The Viigima Hou^e 
of Burgesses coiiinieiited. 

The innivii ^o\c7nincni lus no ri^ht to inter ineddie 
with the Nupporl ot ei\il *:overnincni in the colonics. 
I or Us. not lur ilicin. lias gu\crnnienl t^cen instil uied 
here. . . . Wc cannot conceive tliul any other legislature 
hav J ri^lu tu prescribe cnhcr the number or pecunijr> 
appomiincni oi our oflKcrs. ... Wc have a ri^hl lo 
trive our inonc> as the Farliaineni does theirs, ui'hout 
coercion. . - It *s no! merely the mode of raisin^:, bui 
the trecdom of crjniins; our money lor which v\e luve 
vnntcndcd. Without which we possess no check on the 
rojal prc-fo^alivcv^ 

North's propositions were a manoeuvre, nut a 
conccjiSion; and as a manoeuvre they failed. They 
conceded none of the submit ance demanded by colO' 
nial opinion and they tailed entirely tu diive a wedge 
between New Lngland and the other colonies. Only in 
Parliament did the government gam. Some of the 
independents were satisfied that a gesture of concilia- 
tion iiad been made; and a number of members, by 
vehemently 'jonounciiig the ministers for yielding too 
much, coi.firmed :he acceptability of a firm policy 
tovvaids the cotomc^ 

In the early months ol 1775 Chatham and Burke 
both offered proposals for conciliation with the 
colonies. 

Cliathanrs Concihation Bill started from a premise 
which by now had been overtaken by events. It 
recited that the colonies *have been, arc. and of right 
ought to be dependent upon the imperial crown of 
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Great Briiain. and suburdinaie uiUo rlie SriiiNli 
Parfijincnf. It allirnied Parlianicnfis ridu to coiiirul 
trade and the Cruwn's right lu make troop dLsposi- 
tions in the colonies at ii> discretion. Chatham 
olTered a niiniber ol\spcciric concessions which would 
have met certain particular colonial grievances: recog- 
niiion of and iiegotmiion througli congress, and iis 
erectiW.intu a permanent imperial inslilutiou,renun- 
daiion of any .41^^ ol the miliiary against the liberties 
of the Americans; siatuior> abandonment of any 
claim to taxing power; assurances of the inviolability 
ol colonial charters and constitutions sa\e in case ol 
legal forleiture: ab/ogation ol all Acts which mter- 
lered with trial b> jury in llie colonies and the 
appomtmeni ol judges *duringgood behaviour', asm 
Bntam: and suspension of all other statutes passed 
Mnce 1764 against which there was complaint, to be 
lollowed by their repeal when congress had made 
lormal recognition ol the supremacy of Parliament, 
But although Chatham stressed the theoretical sole 
power of the. colonial assemblies to impose taxation 
upon the colonists, no more than the ministers was he 
prepared to capitulate Ciimpletely on the financial 
issue, and his plan envisaged a grant of a permanent 
.evenue by the colonists which would be at the 
disposal mit -of their own assemblies but of Parlia- 
ment/' In the tense atmosphere of 1775 there was 
hllle chance of the colonists complying with this 
condition; m any case, majority opinion in Parliament 
was dead against c<mce%sion, 

Burke's proposals, offered m the Conunons a lew 
weeks later, came neaier to providmg ground for 
ccmciliation. hui b> 1775 the> were probably unac- 
ceptable to the colomsts, a- they certainly weie lo 
the majoritv in Parhameu!.^ Believing thai the 
government should come to :erms with realities and 
acknowledge both the material power and the mtel- 
lectual piemises ol the colonists. Burke argued that 
an empire was an aggregate o( many slates under one 
connnon lie.id. in which the subordinate parts had 
extensive local privileges and innnuniues. The hne 
between tkse privileges and the supreme untlmrity 
might be impossible to draw, and lrequentl> theie 
would he disputes as tu wlicie it lay. But in such 
insiaiices ;iut\ specjlically m the case of ta.vation 
their at issue the onl> satislactorv solution was to 
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achieve compriunises acceptable iii practice to all the 
parties concerned and to avoid insistence on ques- 
tions ol right. The real issue. Burke declared was, *not 
whether you liaie a riglit to render your people 
miserable: but whetlie. it is not your interest to make 
Uieni happy. It is not what a lawyer tells me I may 
do: but what humanity, reason, and justice tell nic 1 
ought to do; He riglitly insisted, that tfie ordinary 
commercial intercourse belr,een Britain and the 
colonies fostered by selMiiteresi was worth lar more 
10 Britain than any advantage J«iat might be grudg- 
ingly obtained by the assertion c»f supreme authority. 
Any financial contribution to imperial expenditure 
should be obtained on a voluntary basis as before 
1763. Questions of riglit should be buried in oblivion. 
In this spirit he proposed the resolution: That it hath 
been found by experience, that the manner of 
granting the said supplies and aids, by the said general 
assemblies, hath been mofe agreeable to the inhabi- 
tanis of the said colonies, and more beneficial ^nd 
conductive to the public service, than the mode of 
giWng and granting aids and subsidies in parliament lo 
be raised and paid in the said colonies/ With that rare 
ima^native grasp which, though not in itself alone 
constituting higli statesmanship, is yet an eisentiaf 
part ol It, he drew forth for his hearers liie 
impalpable essence of interimperial co-operation: 
'the close alVcction which grows frcmi common 
names, from kindred blood, from sinnlar privileges, 
and equal protection . . . ties which though light as air 
are as strong as links of iron\ As an essential 
preliminary to reconciliation Burke, like Chatham, 
advocated the repeal of all legislation passed since 
1 763 which was disagreeatile to the colonists, 

Burke's plan conceded virtually everything de- 
manded by the first Continental Congres-:, It did not 
merely put the clock back to 1763: it allowed also 
for the dynamic growth inherent in any healthy 
political system, liven a drift from dependence to 
voluntary partnership was compatible with iis 
icrins an outcome Burk<i/'himself in 1775 was pre- 
pared to t^mtemplate, though he did not think ii 
imminent; Such a \ision was far above the heads of 
the generality of British pohticians. After 1773 Ihe 
greater part of the Brilish political nation had become 
convinced ihat a breach within the emj)ire was likely, 
that It was conscit)usly intended by an aggressive, 
dominant nunority of colonial leader s. that only 
through the use of force niipht it slill be pievenied. 
and that lailure to prevent it would spell ihe end ol 
Briiish prf>sperity and greatness. 
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riic bitici Ifuil^ul ilic-sctuiuitliun^wereMJun tu 
be rcjpcd. Witliiii a iponili llie revolulionary war had 
begun in Ma^^achuscH^. In inid-Apnl Goveniur Gage 
at Boston received specilic insiruciions to put down 
the febelhun m ilic culonv. The cji^enlial siroke 
jne>t ut the leaders ul llic piuvnuial congress* was 
be>end hi> resource?*, bus he dc tided lo bCize I he 
main dump of rebel supphe:> in the village ut Concord 
Minic MXtecn miles away. On the oulward march ihe 
liritibh tnu p> came inio cunllici wiili a small parly of^« 
American inihtia at Lexinsion, Wliich Nide fired firsi ^ 
is nut cerijin.bul llie alTau >cl Massachuseib aflame 
The Brilis^lj column carried uul ils operalionb at 
Cuiicurd. bill ii Wdb severely harassed and sulTered 
heavy losses on lis homeward march: and iinniedi- 
aielv an army ol Mas.sacliU5.eils mihtia swanued to 
the siege ol Boston. 

The respc^nse trom leaders in «)ther colonies was 
Mvitt. Three weeks later, on May !0, 1775, in 
accordance with arrangements made the previous 
year, the second C'ontmeiital Congress assembled at 
Philadelplua, In acc of the outbreak ol lio>tiIities in 
Massachusetts, ii quicklv a^aumed the role »)!' a 
revolutionarv government bent on preparations lor 
war. These were pressed forward with \igour in all the 
ctjionies. B> early March 1776 the Americans were 
able lo force a Biitish wuhdiawal from Boston and 
■ had undertaken a parnally successlul iii\iision of 
Canada which gave them possession lor some time of 
Montreal. Meanwhile British preparations for large- 
scale wai were pushed forward strenuously during the 
winter of 1775-76, large numbers of troops were 
recruited, and otiieis weie obtamed by Mibsidy 
treaties with vaiiousWest German piintes. 

As a Aai Mtuation Icveluped. culuiiial scntinieut 
moved ni tavuut ut indcpeiideiive. By the suinmci ol 
I77(j Biiiisir adnmiistutioh had eveiy where bet., 
jeplaccd by ud Iwt ptuvuiwjtd guveinmtnt>. In Apnl 
Coiiciess declared Aniericar. ports open lo all coun 
tries except Briiaiii and advised the separate provinces 
Uf maintain or set up governments independent of 
imperial authority. On 4th July, it adopted the 
lUiiinentous ies«ilutitiiirthat the ^olt)niJs \'*c declared 
independent. In measured language Thomas 
Jelterson. the chiet draltsiiian ol l!ie Deelaranon. 
re-stated the Lockian theory ol ptilitical association, 
the philosophical ground on which the Americans 
rested their case 



Crcaiui ttUli ccrljin unjlicnablc ri:!lns, thai among 
llic*sc arc hte, libcriy, and ihc pursuit of happiness. 
Hut IM secure ihcsc rights, -uvcrnincnis are inMiiulcd 
4imm>: men. deriving ihcir jusl ixiwer* from ihe 
cuiiscni ol Ihc guvcrncd. Thai whenever any form of 
juvcrniiienl bccuincs dcMiucUvc of lliCiC ends, ii h 
ihc fifUx ol Ihc iKvple u» allcr or abubsh il.and lo 
insiuuic new p.vcrnnicni, laying ns foundaiion un 
such principle's and orguinizini: ils jxjwcrs in such form, 
js lo ihcm ^liall seem mM likely lo eiicci ihcir safely 
and Iijpptnesv 

hi iwcniy-sevcn brief and cogent sentences the 
Declaration listed the 'injuries and usurpations* in- 
llicied upon Americans by the British Crown since 
the accession of George HI. from the Revenue Act of 
1 764 to the recent coercive measures, and rolled 
towards Its inoiiienious conclusion: 

We. ihererure. ihe Kcprcsenlalhc*s of ihe Uniied 
Slates of America, in General Con^jrcvvs assembled, 
appealing lo Ihc Supreme Judge of ihc world for ihe 
recUlude ol *i»r micnlions, do. in llie name, and h> 
aulhurn> of Ihc iiovjd people of lhc>e colonies, 
vilemnlj publish and declare, lhal llicse, Unilcd 
Colonies are. and of right oughi lo be I ree and 
InJcpendeni Stales; ibat ihey arc abiolvcd from all 
allcj:iance lo ihe Bniish Crown, and lhal all poUlical 
coimeciion beiween ihcm and ihe Slate of X^real 

Uritain is and tjughl lo be lolall) diss«)l\cd And 

|i»r Ihc suppori of ilns declaraiion. with a firm reliance 
on the proleciion of Divine ProviJencc. we iiiuiually 
pledjrc lo each oilier our lives, our fortune^, and our 
sicrcd liuiiour. 



for some at leasl ».f the men who iiidde the 
decision, It IS no easy one. Only after prolonged 
bitter Jl^appoIntnlenl,grlef, and agony of spirit, did 
they feel compelled, in face of British obstinacy, to 
recede from the British community . of which they 
tell iheinselves in many ways so much a part, hi 
October 1 775 John Adams vvroie lo his wife: 



I saw' from ihc bei^lnnini; ifial lIiC conlrovervy vva% 
«l such a naUire lhal h never would be sciUcd. , 
Ihis has hecn llie suurce of all Ihc di^uielude of iny 

hlir The iho»i»hi lhal wc mii:hl be driven lo ihc 

sad n':cc«*iiy of breaking our connceiion witif Crcal 
Britain, exchisive of llic carnage and destruction, 
whieh 11 was easy to see inii^l attend ihc separation, 
alwa>sj?jvc mc a ^real deal of ^'.rief. 



Wi» h«dd these iruths to he ^cU %;vidciil. that all 
mtn are treated cipuUlhat they are endowed l)> their 



Much of what had made hfe w«)rlh living he would 
cheerfully give up t«) obtain pt » 'e and lilierly: 'But 
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all ihese musi go and my lifi! loo. before I can 
surrender ihe riglii of my cuuniry lo a free consiiiu- 
tion/» In snuilar vlmu Thomas Jefferson wroie: 

I 4111 Mnccicl) one til iliosc. lou. who would raUicr 
be ill dciH;ndcncc un Grcji Briuin. prupcfl) limited, 
ilun on jny oilier .nation on carih. ur ilun on no 
luiion. But I ani one of those, too. uliu. rather ilun 
submii lo ihc rii:Iil> oi lepsUtini; for us, asiunicU by 
the Brilivh pailunicnt. jnd whwU laic cxocricntc lias 
sliown !hc> uill ^o crucll> c\crci>e. wuulU lend in> 
lund lo sink ilie ttliole Island in ihe Nca,*^ 

Only Ihe briefest acciuinl can here be given of the 
war. at the end of which the intentions of the 
Declaration ol lf?denendfMice -.vere in fact secured. 

The fir^; ^-rious British 'MTorl to recover control 
of Ihe colonies did not tak*> effect till nud-1776. At 
Ihe same rime is Congress %vas moving towards 
dccepfance of the Declaration. s*jbsl:inii:i: British 
loices w.^re m their way acio>!» the AihuHic.and the 
first major bkn\ uaj. an occupation o( Nl-w York in 
Juiy by forces ivhich before long totalled over 30.000 
men. The securing of tInV grea: port and centre of 
loyalisin was intended \o be the prelude to the 
reduction of the New Itngiand provinces, hut rothiiig 
further ua^ acconiphshed ihib year except the occu- 
pation of Rhode Inland. A sniali detachment found it 
impossible to raise eftVciive loyalist support in tlie 
southern colonies. An attempted jnvasion of New 
hiigland from Canada .iLso came to a fialt. 

1777 was a yeai ot decision. ft)r it ended in a greal 
American victor}* at Saratoga, the effects of wluch 
were in the long term conclusive. Tlie Britidi plan wa.s 
for a snbstanlial force to strike south from Canada 
under General Burgoyne. in order, by securing 
Albany in up|>er New Yoik. to prepare the way for 
severing^x'ojmminicitions hetwccn New England and 
the other colonies. Had this operation been coordi- 
nated with a thrust up the Hudson by the army under 
General Howe at New York, the chanccsof a decisive 
British S{iccc:>b would have been great. For the 
Americans control of the Hifdson heights sotith of 
Albany was crucial. To defend (his position their 



Contmental ,m) commanded by Washington miglst 
well have been drawn into a pitched battle in which 
its inferioritv in numbers, aims. and trahuiig.and (he 
lack of e\|)ertise of its olficers from the commander 
downwaids might have proved latal. A coordiiiated 
pusli couii! hardly have failed lo win the lludson 
heights and draw a mihtar) cordon round New 
higlaiid. But the need lor close coordination was not 
realized b> an> of the British ministers or command- 
ing generals. The rcMstance Burgoync was likely to 
encounter was grossly underestimated: it was (bought 
he could reach and hold Albany without assistance. 
Howe at New York tlierolore saw no reason to deler 
his own pet scheme for the occupation of Philadel- 
phia, and made matters worse by abandoning plans 
for a direct thrust tlirougli New Jersey in favour of a 
seaborne expedition which kept his army inoperative 
at sea and tlien isolated in southern rennsylv-jiiia for 
many critical weeks, hi consequence, although during 
!777 the Britisli secured control ol Philadelphia and 
oarts of New Jersey. Pennsylvania and Dj;lawarc. they 
suffered a crushing loss by the destruction of 
Burgoyne's army at the hands of a mmicrically 
superior force of Continental troops and New 
Kngland nn'Ktia.'^ 

Saratoga drove Ihe ministry into offerhig real 
concessions, of a kind which, four years earlier, might 
have averted rebellion. The Tea Act and the 
Massachusetts Charier Act were repealed;. by a 
declaratory Act Parliament renounced the use of its 
pi.wer to tax the colonies; a iwacc commission was 
appointed and a conlingent repeal of the Prohibitory 
Act was enacted. The commissioners were empowered 
lo oiler if necessary all. and more than all. that had 
been demanded by the first Coiitineiilal Congress, 
provided the Americans would return to their alle- 
giance and accept parliamentary control of imperial 
trade. They were instructed to salvage what elements 
of British authority they could, but any terms short 
of independence might be accepted. 

This ofler came too lale. Congress insisted upon 
independence ror by their victory they had secured a 
French alh'ance. Since 1763 ilie attenlion of French 
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3»utcMncii ImJ bccii fiiwii^cJ upuii oppuiiuiiiticN tu 
iCNtmc Ficnwli pic^tivc and lo pull down Gicjt 
BritJin truni ilic posaiun ut j.sccnJjiiw) she hjJ won 
at the Peace of Pans. Tlic> >liiiieJ the BiHimi view, 
that the loss ot the colonics would niatciiallv leduvc 
British poweuarid with this piiipu^c in view, staitiiiii 
earU iii IT'^d. an uiwrea.%nu mca^uie of vlande.stiiiw 
aid tliiwcd awiii>^ liu Atiaiitiw. Spain, allied to l iaiuc 
bv the ! ainiK CumpaU, tolh*wed suit, riciiwh 
\kinpIie.N ann^ and gunpowdei weie a vital tadoi iii 
va>t.imin;^ AuiCiuaii lLM^talue. Attci Saiatoga rian<LC 
thiew iiff the nia^k,entcied nitii tteat) iclation^ with 
tiie United Stales, and a^wcptcd wai with Britain a> 
tliu mcvitabL woiiM^^jUciKe. A yeai latei the Spanish, 
too, entered the wontlKt. with the recovery of 
(nhraltar as then niajoi aiiiK No diplomatic counter 
•>t{oke \\A^ ^i|n!ri tu the British guVLiiunent. Biitish 
diplutnatK isolation was a naliual and inescapable 
situation 111 the IT^Os. Si long franx^e was not 
prc>Niiiii apoii the Liiw Countiies and Geiniaii), 
Biitain had nu uatuial alius the Continent, fiaiice 
wa^ lit a pcitcvt pl»^ltlo^ !oj once, with novneni> on 
the Rhine. It i\a> a puMtuui v\huh hci niinistei. 
V'ergcniies. wa^ caietui to maintain, lie evaded 
cutrviit Gcnnan enlan^lcnicnts. and he siuight tu 
make it plain, that l iaiuc had no desne to destiu^v 
Biitish powe'i complete]) and fa^-c Lin ope with a new 
l^tuthui! ascwiidanwV . the balance o\ powct in I uropt- 
wa> ruit to be alteied. btit Biilain wa> tu have hei 
wiiiiiN clipped b> the loss of her cokinies. 

The nmiicdiaU Ameiuan i;ain fioin (he TiciKh 
alltaiicv was iW icv^ vei> ul Philadelphia and Rluule 
Maud tiie Bnti^h vvitlidicw ifom hotli in oidei to 
iinu troops to ..ouiitei the l iendi thieat in the West 
hidies. and also launched a piohc intoGeoigia wLkI^ 
achieved ci/iiNideial^k nicce-s>. Tlie long teiiii gain lav 
in lh« eventual nnhtaf) Ntippoit. wludi auived in 
I ?S(}, and in (he stiain placed i)n the Bntish nav). 
British naval ^iKiiglh was stictuhed still JuUhei Ahen 
a thud inatitit t. powei was drawn nito the alliance 
ii^aitKl 'lei. A vital Butisli loneeiii Was the inter 
cef'ti<»n ul Bahiv naval nIoks and otiiei wai supplies 
shipped to her enemies in neutral bottoms. Most of 
this ncuHal cairvin.^ '/adc w.is in Dutch hands. In 
I ''HO the i nipfcss Catherine of Russia formed an 
aH>*,vUtnm o\ Baltic povveis, kuiuvn as the 'Armed 
Neutrality', to piotecl nential shipping? rights. The 
merchant Heets ni its nienibers were i»f little iinpor* 
taiav. But il the Duicli secured its protection. Brithsh 
prossuie on hei toes would he seriously checked. and 
at till' end o\ the year, to loresiall this events the 



Biiiish government deelaied wai on a M;t of trumped- 
up eliaigeb against tiie United l^ovnieCb. All these 
developments meant that, from 1778 onwards, for 
eiitical peiiods. the British lust naval control in 
Ameiieaii wateis. in the end with decisive effects. 

Duiing 177S and 1779 both Bittain and France 
wcie concerned inainh with the campaigns in the 
West Indie:^. Although the pressure on the Americans 
was relieved, tlie> received little direct support from 
their Fieiieh allies. But to the British the West hidfes 
was merely a diversion, and as soon as possible they 
lediiccted then ctTorts to the American continent. In 
1780 the wai of indefK-ndenee momentarily took a 
new turn with the Biitish capture of Chaileston and 
the apparent subjugation of most of South Carolina 
as. well as Georgia. It was a deceptive triumpti, 
however, toi Ameiiean gnciilla operations were sus- 
tamed b> help fioni the north, and the general left ni 
command, Cail Cornwallis. found Jt impossible to 
ease the situation by any effective blow to the 
noithward. In 1 7bl he attempted to secure control of 
North Caudiiia and Virginia. At the critical moment a 
French tleet moved into the Chesapeake cutting Ins 
communications with New York. At Yoiktown his 
I r oops were hennned in against the York River by a 
superioi French and Ameiican torcc under Washing- 
ton without hope of lemforcemcnt or relief, and by 
Ins capitulation the last British ami) available tor 
otiensive operations in America was lost. The blow 
was decisive. Within a few months a majority of 
incmbeis of pailiainent had become convinced that 
the le^overy of the coLnies by fjice was impossible, 
the King, despite h<s stubborn resolution against 
yielding, had to gtvc way. and a rlew ministry 
composed of leaders of the opposition to the war 
took olfice. pledged to secUie peace, if necessary by 
the lecogntt on of Aiueiicaii independence. Peace on 
tins basis was negotiated during the autumn of 1782, 
eai!> in the next ycai hostilities were suspended by a 
geneial aimistice, and on 3rd September 1783 were 
signed the dcl'initive treaties which formally signal- 
ized the sepal ation of the independent United States 
from the British Empire. 

The British had lost. But competent historians 
have expressed the view that in the early stages at 
least they might have wonJ^ In 1775 there was still a 
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greai fund «)l loyal tccliiigiii Hie ,.olonies. In Anieikd 
ilie war of independence was a real civil war. many 
lliousaiuls of loyahsis served George III in niiljiia 
mills, proviiicial reginienis. or as lecruiis in (he 
regular army, and longlii wiili a frairjddal fur> rarel> 
shown by ihe Brjiisli and German regulars. The 
seizure of New York in 1776 gave Jlic British ilie 
miporiaai siraiegic advanuge of inierioi lines of 
coinmunicalion. b> land or b> sea. all round ihe 
crucial arc beiweeii BoNion and iJie Virginia iide 
water Durmg ihe nexi eighieen nionih> crrois of 
exeeuiion railier than an ulier lack"' resources lor 
Ihe lask were ihe main reasons for defeai. TI:j Iwu 
iiiosi falal were. Iir^i. ihe lailure lu pursue a sound 
and vigorou% siraiegy wliuh would fouc Wd^hlllg!on 
and Ihe roiilineiiial arinv iiiio pikhed baiile on 
unfavourable lennsin which ihev would bedcsiroyed 
or else be reduced lo coiiipleie iinpoieiitc. and 
second, ilie failure lo lake only ground iliai tould be 
held and to hi)ld giound once taken, foi ihe 
consei|uence was ihe Nucrifice of ilie loyalists ni one 
provuK'e .ifiei ani)ihef to rebel vengeance, the de- 
sirucijon it( iheir pi)wer such as ii was (it was nevei 
so great as ihe governineiM believed), and. nioie 
imporiant. ihe demonsiraiiini to the wavering, uiitom 
initied seciitui ol the population that it was better to 
go along with the rebels. Had inih'iary skill, and 
bt»ldness gained nia|i)i successes quickly in the middle 
colonies, where h^yalisis were numerous, ii is possible 
that the liejri might have gone out ot ilie lebeNion 
unless this happened, there was hiile chance ol any 
regular army the British could produce overcoming 
the krec cti itumc which would oilierwisc have mei ii 
m New f-jiglaiid. But ilie povsibiliiy w:is never tested. 
The 'ministers home lailed lo understand the 
urgency, mainly because they consistently iindcr- 
esiimaied the exieni i)l rebel sentiment and over- 
esiimaied the strength i)l the loyalists. And even had 
they grasi>ed ii. the senior Briiisli mihiary com- 



marideis were noi the men lo respond. In lighting 
spirit they were fai infeiios to the Aineric-an officers 
who opposed them. The consequences of mismanage- 
ment were fatal. British and loyalist morale gradually 
tell while that ot the rebels rose. Tailure to coniiol a 
large enough area from which lood and other 
essential lequneiiients could be obtained meant that 
enoiniuus efloii had ti» be divened niio supplying the 
Biitish loices fioni Lngland and lielaiid,and by I7«2 
the wai must have giound to a halt in any e\eni,lor 
the country's shipping resouices weie stretched 
beyond the limit.*- 

Lveii had the British won the war in America the 
political puiblein wtuild have renuniied acute A 
settlement on Biiiish teiins would have lelt unsaiis- 
lied deep-seated American aspirations, further sharp* 
cncd ds these wouhl have been b> the stiuggle. And 
even il the situation could have been kept uiidci 
coniiul lor the time being, foi how long would this 
have been possible? The populaiion ol the colonies 
was dimbhng ilsell jbout every thirty years a lar 
higjier rate of increase than that in ilie mother 
couniry. There weie no populaiionotatistics in the 
eighteenth ceirury. but the general trend was clearly 
lecogm/ed. The sigitiTiciince ol this dynamic aspect of 
the colonial problem appears entirely to have escaped 
the attention of the imnisier.s. Tune and again they 
said in elfccl We must assert British auilioiiiy now, 
or II will be 'oo late/ Bui they lailed to lace the 
problem, how this authority was to be maintained 
undei foreseeable luiuie conditions. The object lor 
which they led their couniiy into wai was, m the long 
lun, incapable of tullilnient. Herein Ki> an ultnnaie 
proof of then lack of staiesniansliip. 



lUu Uw poini emt»r;s5cs cItMrly Irmn j study of Ihis 
vhippinj? pr<>l)lcm by Mr D Syren, in whom I am tTjiulul 
for iiii> iiuoriiiuiion. 
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APPENDIX 



"English Methods of Teaching American History,' 
Chapter XLIV'of Report of tiw Commissioner of 
, Education for tlie Year 1894-95 
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